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TO THE PIONEERS

OF

MO\VER COUNTY,
THIS VOLUME IS

RESPECTFULLY DEDICATED,

WITII TIlE HOPE THAT YOUR VIRTUES MAY BE EMULATED AND YOUR

TOILS AND SACRIFICES DULY APPRECIATED BY THE

COMING GENERATIONS.



History is a systematic arrangement or record of human events. There are numerous

kinds of history on almost any number of subjects. Every Science, Profession, Art, Eusi­

ness and Nation has its own distinct history written. But if the Pioneer of the west were

to be asked which class of history he would prefer to leave, as a legacy of lasting memo­

rial to his sons and daughters, he would U1;doubtedly choose a LOCAL HISTORY, wherein IS

recorded the lives and deeds of t:lOse hardy pioneers, who with him, have helped to make

this .vast and ever changing west, what it is to-day.

This work was commenced and has been carried forward to completion, with a speci­

fic object in view, which was to place upon printed record, in a reliable manner and in

substantial fonn ,whatever incidents of importance have, from time to time, transpired· with­

in the limits of Mower county, Minnesota, together with a complete condensed history of the

Commonwealth, of"which this subdivision is a part.

Being fully convinced that Mower county afforded material sufficient for the publication

of an interesting and valuable history, the INTER-STATE HISTORICAL COMPANY, of Minne­

apolis, Minnesota, sent a corps of experienced historians (whose sole business it has been

for years to compile such books) into the county, WIth explicit instructions to spare no

pains in compiling a complete and in every way reliable work, so far.as it is possible for

one generation to delve back, into the past and bring forth the history of a past generation.

As a preliminary to the work, and in order to insure a good degree of correctness in the

collection and compilation of the data for the work, the publishers of the work secured the

sanction and hearthy co-operation 'of the "Old Settlers Society," by reason of which they

have been enabled to collect much of interest and real value, which othenvise could not

have been obtained. Through the influence of that pioneeI band, committees were selected

to read, correct and revise both the general and township chapters. We feel confident thatj
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PREFACE.

_._-----_._-------------------------------------

we herewith present to patrons and the citizens of the county a history that IS as near

correct, ~s it is possible for ll1an to make it.

Our thanks arc· il1deecl due to the people of the county, who In their generosity havc

aided us by lunch valuable tilue and research, in ferretIng out those things which tinle had

stowed away and aln10st obliterated froln r~ght. It would be inlpossible to nlake special

ll1ention of the vast number who have thus kindly rendered such se'rvice; but we cannot

refrain froll1 111entioning, in this connection, the names of sitch mell as Judge Onllanzo

Allen, J. 1\1. \Vyckoff, J. B. Yates.

The PRESS of the county is also entitled to our special gratitude. vVithout an excep­

tion, we have received the kindest notice from each of the county papers, their files being

placed at our disposal, and frOll1 which we have obtained 11luch of the information con­

tained in many of the chapters of this volume. Suffice it to say that the editors' of the var­

ious papers within the county are to be numbered anlong our warmest friends, and it is to

be hoped that this friendship will ever renlain unbroken.

In conclusion, we will add that our work is now done; the history of lVlower county is

placed in your hands. \Ve are confident you will be well pleased with the records therein

given and will prize it 1110re highly as one by one the swift passing years of your lives go

. by, after which it will be handed down to your children as a true record of the past thirty

years in Mow'er county. It has been, in a 111easure to us a labor of love and the pleas­

ant hours we have spent with the old settlers, will often be recalled and the reInenl~rance

will be one of unalloyed pleasure.

vVith the kindest -regards, we relnaIn

Very Respectfully,

INTER-STATE I-IlSTOldCAL Co.

.,
- ----- --------"l". t



ORMANZO ALLEN,

C. H. DAVIDSON,
H. O. BASFORD, .

D. B. JOHNSON, JR.
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Certificate of Mo,ver County Committees.

Below is given a copy of the certificate signed by the comlnittee appointed by the I

old settlers society, to revise and correct the gel1eralllistory of l\lower County, qud....also
committees from ~ac4 township, to reviae q.Ild corr~qt the histories of the varioqs tOWQ-:
ships, shqWiIlg that the pqblishe.rs hav~ complied with their promises, and did their _utmost-
to pradqoe a r(!liable and complete histor-y-of the qoqnty~ The committees each did their
work well alld conscientiously, and deserve the thanks of the people of the county. The
following is the certificate of the general committee:

We, the undersigned, members of the general comnlittee appointed by the old settlerS
society of lVlower county, to correct and revise the manuscript of the history of Mower
county, written and compiled by the Inter State Historical Conlpany, do hereby certify
that we did, to the best of our ability, examine said manuscript and made all the changes
and additions that we in uur judgment deemed necessary, and as corrected, ~pprove the
sanIe."

"I
I
~ COlllmittee.
I

J. B. YATES.) -

Following is the certificate of the comnlittees for the respective cities ~alld townships: .
"We, the .comnlittee appointed by the old settlers' society, to revise aHd correct the

history of (our respective townships) for the history of Mo\ver county, writtell and COIU­
piled by the Inter State Historical COlllpany, do hereby certify that said 111an'uscript was
subnlitted to us, and that we did Inake all the changes, corrections and additions that we
in our judgnIent deemed necessary, and as corrected, approve the same:

\Villianl Madden, WillIanl A. 'Voodson, Ormanzo Allen,
M. Krebsbach, A. S, Lott, Albert. Galloway,
J. H. Johnson, J. B. Yates,'
Gullik Olson, -HltJltilZgtOIZ, Austill Twp. C. H. Davidson,

-Adalns Towllship. , -Austill City.
Chris. Engelstad. C. P. Clayton, Dexter Parrott,
J .R. Durham, D. H. Colman, Henry Dudfield,

j J. c. Johnson, -ClaytOil To'zollship. D. \Villiams. t
-Bennitzgtolt T0101lship. -Dexter Towllship.

,r.-/-----~.,
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VI CERTIFICATE OF MOWER COUNTY COMMITTEE.

j

G. W. Dean,
R. A. Donaldson,
S. Bostwick,
H. J. Lockwood. ~.

-Frankford Towllship.
J. M. Wyckoff,
E. Bevier,
Z. B. Daily,

-LeRoy Township.
Dexter Parrott,
W. M. Corbitt,
George W. Ph~llips,

Stark Pet~rson,

-.Marshall Towllship!
:a. A. Brown,
L. J. Ellsworth,
E. J. Stimson,

--Red .Rock Township.
G. N. Conkey,
M. B. Slocum,
John A. Thompson,

- Windom Township.

c. F. Greening,
D. Jorgens,

-Grand .If/Ieado'lfJ.

Thomas Kough.
George W. Corbitt.

-Lodi Township.

H. C. Anderson,
Ole Sampson,
Gunder Halverson,

-Ne1/ada Towllship.

S. J. Sanborn,
J. 'R.. Canlpfield,
George P. Covell,

-Raci1ze Township.
Alfred Launsbury,
Moses Boliou, .

- Waltham TO'lOllShip

P. D. Vaughan,
George Wood,
Thomas Gibson,
J. G. Vaughan,

-Lansing Township.
Orlando Wilder,
William West,
J. Beach

-Lyle TOWllShip.
John Rowly,
E. S. Hoppin,
A. 'V. Thornhill,
-Pleasant Valley Township.

Samuel King,
Swen Swenson,
Nels Peterson,

-Sargent TOWlIShip.
John L. Neller,

-Adolplzo TOWlIShip.
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HISTOR Y

OF

MOWER COUNTY,

MINNESOTA

CHAPTER 1.

INTRODUCTORY.

j

Each year, as it rolls its resistless way i were, the leaves of time's great book to '-t
along the mighty pathway of time, is fast I ~ little lRor~ than a quarter of a century ago,
thinning the ranks of the hardy pioneers, aM the stranger would have gazed upon a
who in their adventurous way, first IJroke the landscape of wondrous beauty; selected by
broad pathway of emigration into what now the Sioux and Dakotahs as their home and
comprises Southern Minnesota, and Mower I camping ground, with that singular appre­
county. The relentless hand of death, pur- ciation of the beautiful which nature has
string its remorseless and unceasing avoca- made an instinct with the savage. These
tlOn, IS cutting down, one by oue, the hardy vast and rolling prairies were as green then
and brave men and women who first estalJ- as now, the prairie flowers bloomed as

i lished the foot-marks of civilization and pro- thickly and diffused their fragrance as boun-
gress in this, then, great desert, tifully. We are in the haunt of the red man

As the changes 8P Iei.s ih;m " thinl ef a with scarcely a trace of civilization, while
century are contemplated, one can scarcely the freedom of lJird and beast reigns supreme.
comprehend or realize that the wonderful IBut, to-day, what a conn:ast! Then all was
results of time's marvel-working hand are the Ias nature had formed it, with its variegated
achievements of a period so br!ef:l.l; to be ! hues of vegetation; in winter, a dreary snow-

within the remembrance, almost of the Imantled desert,-in summer a perfect p~ra-' t
pr.esentgllaeutiu>l Let us turn back, as it, dise of flowers. Now, all traces of the prim-

I .
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Itlve are obliterated; in place of the tall
prairie grass and tangled underbrush, one
beholds the rich waving fields of golden
grain. In place of the dusky warrior's rude
cabins and wigwams, are the substantial and
~4elegantdwellings of the thrifty farmers,
and the "iron hors6, swifter I han the nimble
deer treads the pathway, so recently the
trail of the red man. Then, a sickle of fire
annually cut away the wild herbage and
drove to death the prairie game; now, it is
the hOme of the cereal and nourishes on its
broad bosom thousands of tans of the staple
products of the great State of Minnesota.
Then the storm drove the wolf and stag to
their hiding place; now, the blast drives the
herds of the husbandman to comfortable
shelter. The transformation is complete.

In tlus volume it will be the aim of the his­
torian.to record the progress of Mower county
from its earliest settlement ~ ~ present
time; to show the changes that from time to
time have been made, and how they were
brought about; and to record the life work of
individuals who have been instrumental in
effecting the change. It will thus be seen to
embrace events which many will think insig­
nificant. "Great events find ready records,
t>ut minor doings are often neglected until
they become so obscured by the dust of time
as to be forever clouded," wrote a well
known historian. Yet from such humble
origin may spring the mightiest results. The
history of men's lives' is often incomplete
through the negligence of those whose duty
it was to record the dates, of births, or
deaths, or happenings. which have proved
epochs in the world's progress: History is
commonly regarrled but the doings of rulers,

/
who have tbe world for their- theater of 01'-

. .

,

erations, and the fate of empires for their
subject. Such grave performances are of
necessity remembered; but, they are no more
in themselves worthy of preservation, than
the suupler deeds of herOism Which pioneers
so modestly participated in; yet when the
careful student seei\s for the moving forces
which made thrones tremble, he is too often
rewarded put meagerly. The people are sel­
dom recorded in history. In rare exceptions
may be found a clearer ray oflight on humb­
ler undertaklllgs, but they serve only to
show the other failures stronger by contrast,
The pilgrim fathers who survived the shock
of the first rude winter are recorded in the
sparse annals of New England, and their de­
scendants revert with pride to those heroic
ancestors; but the fifty pilgrims who died
during that bleak season are never spoken of
by name, though they are none the less worthy
of undying reverence. Again, had some one
more thoughtful than the rest among John
Winthrop's band, which, two and a half cen­
turies ago set deep the seeds of dvilization
on the rough shores of Massachusetts, how
invaluable would that book now be to those
who might prepare a great work on Boston's
history. Realizing these facts this work has
been compiled. Thousands of facts are
herein recorded, a!1d individual sketches of
hundreds of citizens, living and dead, are
here placed in an enduring form. These
men and women are, or have been, actors in
the drama of the settlement and develop­
ment of Mower county. By inserting these
sketches, in addition to other matter, is pre­
served not only the recital of historic fact,
but a sub-current of individual deeds runs

through all, giving a realism to the narrative ~

which could be imparted in no other way. , I"

,
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SOIL AND TOPOGRAPHY.

•

CHAPTER II.

LOCATION, TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY OF THE COUNTY.

The county of Mower lies III the south· ily be seen by a glance at the. descriptiOB of

eastern portion of Minnesota, only two.coun- the various townships, than can possibly be

ties separating it from the Mississippi river, given in a general chapter: The surface of

while it forms one of the southern tier of the. county is somewhat diversified; yet the

counties. The county is bounded on the whole is gently undulati~g. Nowhere within

north by Dodge and Olmsted counties; the limits of the county, does the surface

on the east by Fillmore county, the approach the character- properly called

west by Freeborn county; and on the Ihilly,-but nlaintains throughcut its general
south by the State of Iowa. The county! smoothness, and susceptibility of cultiv~tion_

comprises an area of about 453, I 20 acres, or ;"It will be seen," wrote H. O. Basford, in a

708 square miles. It includes congressional general description of the county,. published

townships 101, 102, 103 and 104, north, In [883, "that our situation IS necessarily

ranges 14, 15, 16, 17 and 18, west of the 5th healthful and free from malarIa. The cold

principal nleridian, except sectIons 1 to 6, in Isprings of crystal water that burst through

township 104, ranges 14 and r5, which Ithe surface of our soil, feed the numerous
were cut off and annexed to Ohnsted county, i streams that flow in every di.rection frolll our

May 22, 1857, through ~he Inac~inations of) borders. Our elevation is an effectual and

J. M. Berry, a ll1ember of the legislature. I perpetual injunction against the inroads of
This territory is organized into the following fevers of any kind. The Cedar river in our

civil townships: Udol~ho,Waltham, Sa~gent,Iwest~r~ tier of (o~vnships, flows .southwar~
Pleasant Valley, RaCIne, Frankford, Grand: to jOlll ItS waters WIth the Iowa rIver. It IS

l\leadow, Dexter, Red Rock, Lansing, Aus- a· noble stream, furnishing abundant water
tin, \VindoIn, Marshall, Clayton, Bennington, power for the numerous mills situated along

LeRoy, Lodi, Adall1s, Nevada and Lyle. its banks. In the ll1iddle aild eastern parts

of the southern half of the county we

have the Little Cedar river, Little Iowa

j The general surface of features of lVlower river and nUlllerous snlaller streanlS, flOWiUg t
/ county can lTIore accurately and 1110re read- south and east joining their waters with the

/ - - - --- - -- ------------------------
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elevation of Mower county is approximately

1,300 feet above the sea.
Little Iowa in Iowa. In the northern and
eastern tier of townshIps the lands are wat·

ered by the luany tributaries, of Root river, The soil of Mower county IS everywhere
flowing northeas t aud east to the Missis.. dependent on the nat.ure of the drift. The

sippi." underlying rock has aff~cted it only so far as
As an agricultural and stock raising region it luay have nlingled with the general 111asS.

Mower county is not ~xcelled by GIny coqnty It is hence pritnarily a gravelly clay, that be­

in the State. The soH is very procluctive; ing the character of the subsoil throughout the
being a rich, dark sandy lo~nl, well adapted county. This gravelly clay, however, is not
to aU cereals conlmon to th.is latitude. It is pro111inently displayed as the innne(li'tte ~oU

also excellelltly adapted to the pfoquction of of the surface, Incleecl? the farluer in plow­
taule and indig~nous gfass~s; ~nd the raising ing rarely penetr~.tes to it, It lies below a

of stock. both <:;0111n1Qn and blooded, at· rich loa,nl l.lsually at depths varying fronl
tracts the general attention of the intelligent zero to two or three feet, or even more. The

. class of farnlers who have settled here. Tim.. surface soil itself, which has resulted from it
ber is found in considerable quantities along through the agency of the forces of the atmo.
the banks of the water courses and distributed sphere and of vegetation, is of a dark COIOf,

in beautiful groves, both natural and d0111eS- and in geu'=ral may be designated a clayey
tic, all over the county. The general varie- loam, or a sandy loam, depending on the
ties of timber are oak, lnaple, ash, ·hickory, nature and cOlnpl t~ness of the local drain­
walnut, basswood, elnl, cottonwood, poplar, age. In low grounds this loam is thick and
etc. The wild lands are covered with the of a dark color. It is also apt to be lnore
richest alldulost nutritious grasses, enlinently clayey in low ground than it is on the hill­

adapted to grazing. sides or slopes adjoining, and on high hills

From the Geoiogical and Natural History or steep slopes it is thin or wanting, the wash
Survey of ~linnesota from 1872 to 1882, as of the surface having carried it into valleys.
conlpiled by prof. N. H. \Vinchell, we make Along streanlS it often consists of an arena­
several extracts of that portion relating to ceous loanl variously nlingled with the detri-
Mower county: tus of the flood-plain.

Estinlates of the average height of the town- 'The soil of the county is everywhere char-
ships of this county are as follows: Racine, acterized by" the strength and fertility that the
1,300 feet about the sea; Franklin, 1320; Ben- drift soils of the Northwest are noted for.
nington, 1,325; LeRoy, 1,300; Pleasant Valley, They are the n105t reliable soils, for all the
1,350; Grand Meadow, 1,360; Clayton, 1,360; purposes of the fanner, that are known.
Lodi, 1,325; Sargent, 1,360; Dexter; 1,360; The states that are regularly and deeply
Marshall, 1,330; Adallls, 1,275; Waltham, Luried in drift deposits are known as the best
1,340; Red Ro<?k, 1,270; Windonl, 1,240; farn1ing states of the union. Certain rock

j Nevada, 1,2".30; Udolpho, 1,260; Lansing, soils, endowed with usual special qualities, t
. 1,225; Atlstin, T, 190; Lyle, I, 190. The mean rnay excel in the production of certain crops, ""

, ~ v)t.l/=-·--------------------------------------:-----"..,
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especially in favorable seasons, but for general
tillage they cannot con1pete \vith the h01110­
geneous drift s~ils, through which are dissen1­
inated the good qualities of the various rocks
concerned in their production, in the propor­
tions that make stability and diversity equally
certain.

THE GEOLOGICAL STRUCTUR-E.

Of the older rocks the lower portion of the
Devonian and the upper portion of the Lower

Silurian are found within the county, dil~pIng

toward the southwest. The western portion
of the county is known to be in1n1ediately

underlai.n by the Lower Cretaceous, without
ascertainable eastern lin1its. The underlying
rock is nearly everywhere hid by the drift,
and for that reason the actual position of the
boundaries of the fonllations is unknown. It
is possible, indeed probable, th3.t the Creta­
ceous area extends farther east through the
northern part of the county, since traces of it
are found In the northern part of Filhnore

• county. The central and northwestern parts

of the county are underlain by the argillaceous
sandstone, and associated shales, which are
seen at Austin. In Pleasant Valley and Ra­
cine townships a liulestone which is the ex­
tension of the Galena and Upper Trenton is
found. This lies below the Austin rock.
The Devonian linlestones, which overlie the
Austin rock, occupy the southern and south-

I eastern townships, and the western portions
of Lyle and Austin, on the west side of Cedar

nver.
The principal exposures of the Cretaceous

. are found in the valley of the Cedar river, and

j
in the vicinity of A'ustin. These less indur­

ated strata overlie unconfonnably, with an
//"---/ -

inu1"1ense lapse of intervening tinlC not hcre
represented by any rocks, the older rocks ofthe
Silurian. They have been broken up by the
glacial forces, and their luaterials have been
forced into the pre-existing cavitic:; and
channels of the older strata. They also lie
undisturbed In some of these old cavitie~

Sinlilar appearances have been noted in. Iowa
by Prof:;. Hall and \Vhitney al~d by \V. H.

Barris, but in that state they seenl not to have
been referred to the agency of the Cretaceous
ocean.

--..
\Vith respect to the clay, which is probably

the uppernlost of the C.retaceous deposits in
the county, it is frequently. seen at Austin,
and at points below Austin, in the quames
that are opened in the Silurian rocks. A
quarry In the left bank of Dobbin's creek,
just bclow the Inill of Mr. C. Alderson, opened
in the Austin rocks, shows the beds every­
where greatly broken. Througho.ut, the
partings and all the interstices an~ closely
filled with this greenish clay.. The clay here

very rarely has any distinct bedding. It
varies fronl green to reddish, or buft~ and is
acconlpanied also with considerable clean
white sand. These are both lodged in the
cavities of the rock in such a nlanner that

they seenl to have been jal.l1nl~d into theln.
They pertain to no particu!ar horizon, and
show no definite arrangeulent. They are
disposed everywhere, fronl the top to the
bottonl of the bluff, though the sand seenlS
to be 1110re abundant near the bottonl.

At a quarry of 1\1r. Al,derson's near Austin,
the rock was overlain by the follOWIng:

Cretaceous Clays.

1. Black sandv IOaIU and soiL.. 2 to -l feet t
2. Band of red and variegated

coinpact clay :: 6 in. to -! feet
--------------- ----------- 'J-J.,

"
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road, and sandy soils in the adjoining fields
for a quarter of a nlile next north. Again, at
the nliddle of section 12, in the saIne town­
ship, IS an exposure of the sanle in the road.
A perpendicular thickness of about ten feet of
bedding seenlS to be here involved, In a
weathered down and half-covered outcrop.
This is the highest .land between the two
creeks. l'he saIne rock. appears again on the
N. E. 3i sec. 1 I, overlying a disintegrating
shaly and linlY rock like that under the De­
vonian lilnestones in Fillmore county, and the
sanle as that seen in the road about a nlile
and a half north of Grand JVleadow. At this
place, however, the heavy nlagnesian beds are
not In outcrop. At the S. E. 3i sec. 3, in
the road running east and \vest this rusty con­
glonlerate is conspicuous. It is disintegrated
so as to nlake a gravel, as in Fillmore county.

As already intinlated, the age of this con­
gloInerate is not established beyond doubt,
The appearances will justify its reference to
the Cretaceous, and the occurrence of sinlilar
rock in other counties where it is impossible .
to refer it to the age to which it nlay belong
in JVlower and FIllnlore countIes, conhrms
that reference. Still, as the gritty conglonler­
ates seen In other counties may not be the
sanle as this, it is necessary to mention anoth-
er possible explanation of this conglomerate.
It "nlay be a representative of the Oriskany
saJZdstolle. This sandstone lies at the base of
the Devonian linlestones in New York. It
is well known in Ohio where it is sonletimes
quite coarse-grained, and involves pebbles of
the vVaterliine which underlies it. In Illi­

nois it is recognized by the fossils it contains, .

and has the local designation Clear Creek t
liJJlestolle, although its beds are cherty and

.'"1/ --_. ----.-- -- --------------.-.-

3. Yellow oeherous bancl of
clay G ill. to 4 feet

The superposition of these bands of clay is
not so regular as indicated by the foregoing
section. Occasionally llulnber 3 is broken
through, or is wanting, and nunlber 2 lies on the
rock, or passes down into its crevices; yet num­
ber 3 is generally the first over the rock. They
vary in thickness and swell 01:1t in shapeless
masses, and beconle very hard w hen dry.
Such hard nlasses are seen sOluetilnes to enl­
brace bits of angular earthy rock, l1luch like
ocher, varying in 'color, froln a dark burnt­
unlber color to a lighter shade, even to buft~

and appearing when of a light color nluch
like the mass of nunlber 3. They can be
scratched easily with a knife, and however
black they nlay be, they give a red hrelnatitic
streak. 'Vhen they are faded the streak also
fades into a brown or yellowish-brown like
linlonite. Intermingled very irregularly with
number 2, and sometinles, also with nunlber
3, are Inasses ot greenish clay which has
In every other respect the saIne outward
characters as number 2. There are here also
large, crystalline, detached masses of appar­
ently a siliceous linlestone which is very hard
and close-grained. In sonle cases, however,
this varies to a porous and neai-ly white lime­
stone that appears to be very pure.

There IS also a white pebbly conglonlerate,
which passes into a ferruginous grit, found in
the eastern part of the county, that is referred,
with some doubt, to the Cretaceous age.
This has been nlentioned in the report on
Fillnlore county. It is seen in the north half

of section 13, Frankford,. 111 the north-and­
south road. It is here a ferruginous, pebbly

j conglonler~te, presenting a sinall sUIface out­
crop, overlain by loam. It produces a sandy

1/
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siliceous. It has not been identified either in t\,,·enty rods south of the mouth of the creek. ;
Iowa or 'Visconsin. As the Upper Silurian Here are seen about eighteen .feet of rough :

lilnestones are wanting in the series of strata I magnesian limestone beds"gradually dipping i
In Fillmore county at Spring Valley, there south and entering the river before reaching I

i
seems to have been some movement in the the state line. They are the cause of the !

.ocean level which caused the deposition of water-power at Oiranto, a few miles south, in !

the Devonian directly upon the Lower Siiur- Iowa, where flouring mills have been erected. I

ian. Such an agitation of the ocean's bed as These beds are firm, but very rough andcav- i
Iwould produce a conglonlerate in Ohio, bury- emous, curly with toncretion3:ry structure i

ing it under a sandstone like the Oriskany, I and with rusty filnls that penetrate them. I

or an arenaceous dolonlite like the Lower The only fossils discovered are the llnpres- i
I I

Comiferous of that state, nlust have had its I sions of a coarsely ribbed AtrJ'Pa, having all i

accompanying effects in other portions. The the appearances of the so-calied little....turtles, i

gradual disappearance of the Niagara liIne- I seen in a sinlilar rock at Spring 'Valley in !

stone, the only representative of the Upper Fillnlore county. Indeed, t~e whole aspect i
Silurian in northeastenl Iowa, as it approach- . of the rock is like that of the coarse rock COl1- I

es Minnesota, and its entire absence at Spring taining those fossils. This rock here overlies I

Valley, seems to indicate an encroaching the Austin rock, though the actual o'l/erlie I

ocean. Such a moveluent would necessarily cannot be seen. Its nlanner of approach to
have buried its own beach deposits beneath the rIver, and the topography toward the
the sedinlents of its advancing oceanic waters, south and west, taken in connection ,yith its
and may have produced a conglonlerate dip and the relation it bears geogr~phically

straunl like that seen in lV'lower county. If to known outcrops of the Austin rock, are
this conglonlerate could be found lying oe- the only evidences. T'he strike of this lilne­
low the Devonian liluestones, this hypothesis stone frOll1 Beech's (iuarry northward can be
would be sufficiently established, but unfortu- follo\ved on the ,~·e.;t side of the river by the
nately the drift and loam are sp prevalent terrace elevation which they cause, runnIng

that the stratigraphic relations of the two about a nlile west of the river. 'Vhere this
have not heen Inade out; at the sanle tillle it terrace is crossed by Orchar:d creek, sec. 29,

must be adnlitted that all the outcrops of the Austin, linle was burnt sonle years ago. To­
congloinerate that have been seen in Filhnore ward the north further this ferrace recedes

and Mower counties are so situat~d with re- from the rIver, apparently leaving the county
spect to the strike of the linlestones as to al- on the south side of Turtle creek. On the

i
low of the infra-position of the conglomerate. east side of the Cedar river a sin1ilar terrace, i

In the southwestern comer of the county, or bench of more elevated land, skirts the I
sec. 33, Lyle, are the quarries of Mr. John valley through the township of Lyle, bearing I

Beech, one of which is on the south side of a,vay fronl the nver toward the valley 0" i
\Voodbury creek, east of the north and south Rose creek, where the liluerock is aga.In ex- , l

/" road, and the other is on the river bank about posed slightly on the land of AndreI\' RoL-.J I
------~- -- ----. --. ..... - - - --.-- ._- - .-- -- ----.--. - -- -- -- _. -- ---"" \9
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.. . . 6 W·ind'on1, In a ltttie vaileyertson, sec. 2 ,

ributary to Rose creek. The sanle or silui­
lar beds are next seen on the S. vV. 3i sec.
20, Frankford, where .Nir. Aaron Bush quar­
ries them in the valiey of Deer creek. Here
the rock IS' parted into blocks that are quar­

ried out without blasting or breaking. They
are n1uch faded and rotted ill situ, having
over them only a thickness of abollt four feet
of 10an1. The beds are fronl six inches to
two feet thick, and anlount to about ten feet

altogether. The stone is very good for all
nlasonry. It is easily dressed and has a yel­
lowisn buff color. On the S. E. )i sec. 30,
Frankford, the saUle rock was struck in the
well of G. C. Easton, and was drilled into

sixty or seventy feet. The abutn1ents of the
iron bridge (over the pond) on sec. 20, are
fronl Bush's quarry. The stone is finu and
quarried in blocks three feet long and about
twenty inches thick. There is another quar­
ry not much worked a short distance below
this bridge, in the banks of the creek. The

rock quarried at Bush's appears in the sOl1th
bank of Deer creek, at Frankford, nearly on
the county line, overhanging and perpendic­
ular, in heavy beds from two ap.d a half to
four feet In thickness. It is vesicular, as
there, and porous, and even cavernous, rough
exteriorly, and presents the aspects of the

£oarse, magnesian beds of the lower Devon­
ian lilnestones as seen at Spring Valley, con­
taining also the peculiar atrypoid casts known

as little turtles. This is on the land of John

Hawkins. Again, on the S. W. Ji sec. 2,

west of both crossings of Bear creek, silullar

heavy beds of magnesian limestone are seen,

j I ~_~t~~othing ca~ be affirmed of their eqUlva­
~ with those at Frankford. These ap-

pear to be overlain by the rusty conglonler­
ate supposed to belong to the Cretaceous.

The so-called Austill rock underlies the

foregoing coarse l1lagneslan strata. This
stone, as it appears at AustIn, is a fine-grain-

ed sandrock, or shaly san~rock, that cracks
iike sonle shales after exposure to the weath-

er. In some places, further clown the nver

it is a fine, calcareous sandrock. The text-
ure of the stone itself is close and the grain

IS hOluogeneous. Son1e slabs have been
sawn for bases to tonlbstones. It is more
safely sawn to any deSIred diluension than

cut or broken, since it fractures treacherous-
ly; yet it is not in the least crystalline. Al­
though a sandstone It contains no apparent
grit, and is useful for fine ~vhetstones, or for
hone-stones. As seen about the city it is

very generally of a dirty buff color to the
depth of half an inch or even three inches,
depending on the aluount of weathering or

oxidation. The thinner beds are altogether
changed to that color. In the center of the
beds, ho\vever, in the deeper parts of the
quarry, the stone is blue. The presence of
occasional concretionary iron-and-n1ud balls
causes a rusty stain of a yellow color over
the surface of luany of the slabs. These

concretionary balls fall out, or dissolve out
when in the water, and leave cavities that

becollle la~ger still. SOUle other cavities that
have been protected within the honlogenous
rock, on fracturing the rock are seen lined
with drusy quartz, and the quartz IS some-
tinles coated with a linlonite scale. The
rock contains very sparingly a few nlollus-

cous fossils. T~ese are generally too ll1uch

absorbed, or too fragnlentary, to adnlit of t
specific identification.
--------.------ -----.---------..."-........ .10..
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THE DRIFT. having been nlet with in different places in

. It is only in the eastern portion of the that inllnediate vicinity. Above it IS a
county, and Inainly in the northeastenl, that I gravelly clay, of a blue colo)", and the s~une

there is any noticeable. deposit of the loess is below it. On the top of the bed of peat
loam. The soil here is somewhat different were found pieces of wood, thought to be
from that of the rest of the county, being pine and cedar; but by far the nlost of the
rather lighter, both in color and cOlllposition. peaty substance consists of conlnl1nuted

In general, throughout the county the drift vegetable fiber.
consists of stony clay, or till. The surface is This peat was 111et again in a shaft twenty

rods further southwest, and was there about
sn100th, or gently undulating. This cIay has a foot thick, and about the sanle depth be-
a light color for the first ten or fifteen feet, low the surface. It was 'nlet in wells two
and below that depth it is apt to be blue. and a half or three nliles northwest, ~t..!hirty-

five feet below the surface. This bed of peat
Stones of all kinds are disselninated .through seenlS to be of considerable exte!1t superficial-
it. Some of the boulders are very large, and 1y. A sinlilar deposit is struck in wells at Le
consist of granite. SOlnetilnes very large Roy. 1\1r. J. D. 'Vilsey, on sec. 31, met it at
boulders lie on the surface. Several such twenty feet. Mr. Porter, who dug his well,

describes the deposit there as largely nlade
may be seen near Rose Creek village, and up of woody fiber, an10ng which he thought
near Adan1s,' and between Adanls and Le he recognized henl10ck. bark. S~veral other
Roy. At .A.ustin a granite boulder was instances of striking this buried vegetation

are reported in the neighborhood of Le Roy.
broken for building stone. It \vas at least The clay overlying the peat bed is described
sixteen feet long by twelve feet wide. as a gravelly yellow clay. Six Iniles ·north­
Others were seen equally large in various west of Le Roy it is fifty feet under .the sur-

face, and frOll1 six to .eight feet. thick. It is
parts of the county, and particularly on the here brownish black, and burns readily. At
high prairies north of Brownsdale, near the A. ]). Parker's, near Le Roy, wood was
county line. Probably the average thickness ! found in digging a well. It appeared to be

of c~dar. At Grand 1\1eadow wells strike
of the drift for the county would be between black clay and muck, containing ,wood, at

I fifty and seventy-five feet. twenty-four or twenty-six feet, spoiling the
The most interesting developlnent in re- \vater. Those that oniy-go to the depth of

twenty-hvo or twenty-three:' feet get good
spect to the drift, in Mower county, is the water. One that was fifty feet 'deep was so
existence of a bed of peat at various d~pths pen11anently bad from this cause that it was
below the surface in the eastern and central filled again. This peat has been met with at a

nunlber of places in Bennington township,
portions of the county. The discovery of and in the neighboring towns of Fillmore
"coal" by Mr. Thon1as Sn1ith, S. E. Ji sec. I county. Much wood is found also in the
12, vVindo111, led to sonle exploration of this vicinity of Lyle, at a few feet beneath the

surface, in digging' wells~ A peat bed si..x feet
peat bed. Mr. Snlith followed it into. the thick was encountered on sec. 13, Pleasant
bank of Rose creek a distance of about Valley, at a depth of forty-five feet, underly­
seventy feet. Its.· greatest thickness was ing a C0111pact layer of blue clay, situated in

elevated land. Peat moss and sticks two

j ,1 found to be eighteen inches. It lies at a inches in diameter were taken from a well at
depth of about fifty feet below the surface, Austin, twenty feet below the surface.

"..... ._--~- --- ---------- ------ -._------........ t
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adjoining low land lies a large granite boul­
der. In general throughout the northern
part of the county the till is found frolll six

to twelve inches beneath the surf:'lce. In the
valleys of Deer and Bear creeks is found
more or less stratified clar, and this has been
employed, fornlerly, in the· lnanufacture of
red brick, on sec'). 15 and 16, Frankford.

~ i r":
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But little ITIodified drift has been seen in
Mower county. This, perhaps, is partly due
to the fact that but little .opportunity is afford­
ed in the fonn of natural or ~rtificial excava­
tions for inspecting its actual conlposition.
'The plate of the county is wholly colored as
if only the till characters of the drift exist,
but a few exceptions should be mentioned.

There is considerable gravel in th~ valley of There IS a multitude of lnounds on

the ·Upper Iowa river in Le H.ay township, the high prairies Lel..n~cn Grand Meadow
and in that of the Cedar in Austin and Lyle. and Le Roy, which, \':!_':-e it not for their

Fronl the south boundary of the county in great number, would be unhe~.;itatingly pron-
sec. 33, Lyle, a flat tract consisting of gravel ounced artificial. They arc first seen sur-
and sand accol1lpanies the Cedar river north- rounding a 111arsh aoollt :l quarter of a Illile
·ward, sometinlcs being about two Illiles \vide. across, about two Illiles and a quarter south
This plain rises froln twelve to eighteen feet of Grand IVIeadow. About twenty are here

above the Cedar river along the north part visible, rising each about two feet above the
of Lyle, and to Austin city. In the north surface. Farther south they Increase In
part of Lyle a distinct terrace is seen ~unnjng nUlnber, extending three or Iuore nliles to­
along the Cedar, one-half or three-fourths of ward the south and southwest. Probably

a luile distant, linliting this belt of gravel and five hundred could be countetl, sonle being

sand, and rising gradually about twenty feet five feet higl1. They afe scatterell pronliscu­
above the gravel flat. This ten-ace gradual- ously over the upper prairie. The surface
ly approaches the river toward the south, but has the appearance of having been poorly

is cut and disturbed by the entrance of~ood- drained fornlerly, and was perhaps covered
bury cree~. The real cause of it is shown with shallow water till late in the sunlmer

by the strike of the Devonian lilnestones season. These 1110unds have the popularrepu­
where they appear In the banks of Cedar tation ofbeing "gopher knolls." It is thought
river, near the mouth of \Voodbury creek, that they occur where the ground is wet and
below which the general elevation of the the clay Ilear the surface. Yet south of the
country is increased, and the contour is·much region dcsign~ted they do not exist, though

more rough. North 01 Austin this belt of there is no apparent c1ifferepce in the prairie.
gravel and sand extends to lVIadison, and IS The lnaterial of which they consist is the
sometimes partly conlposed of stratified clay, ' ordinary 10an1 of the smiace soil. Several
as shown by wells in secs. 20 and 9 in Udol- of thern have been removed, when near the
pho. At Dexter the surface consists of a highway, and the ll1aterial hauled into the
loamy till, and at one nlile east of Dexter street for grading. . Thei-e is no record or

j there is a cut QY the railroad in loarn show- kno\vledge of any human bones or other t
- ._ ~~~~_~_g_a_ti_C_k_n_e_§_o_f_fi_v_e_OC_S_i_X_fi_e_e_~_W_h_i_k_i_n_t_~_e__I_e_h_·c~i~~e~fu~~~ilie~. ~~,
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l\IATERIAL RESOURCES. coal. The rocks that underlie the county
cannot be depended on for producing any-

'Vith the exception of the central high thing but building stone MId quicklilue. Of

I

prairie portion of Mower county, it is toler- the fornler some of the limestone would pro­
ably well supplied with wood for comnlon duce a good marble, if properly handled.
fuel. On the prairies referred to wood is That is the case particularly at Le Roy.
costly. That portion of the county is thinly For making quicklillle there is anlple oppor­
settled with" farmers. Along the valleys of tunity. The only ai~culty will be a compe­
the streanlS in the eastern and western por- tition with other localities from" which trans­
tions of the county, the first settlementS took portation is light, that possess cheaper fuel
place, and in those valleys are found the for calcination. Red brick can be made at
most ot the population at this time. The almost any place in the county.. :rhis has
principal natural wealth of the county lies in J been demonstrated at Austin, Lansing., Le
its soil and Its agncultural adaptations. Roy and Frankford. At present there is no
The people are generally farmers." The. great demand for brick, and several estab­
growth of the county in all respects will be lishments that were started have suspended
prinlarily dependent on, and co-ordinate operations.

with, the settlement of the famiing lands, IVIr. L. G. Basford's residence has window­
and their profitable tillage. There is some caps cut from the Austin st~ne, now stand­
water-po,ver in the county, as at Austin, and ing fourteen years (1883). They are in good
below Austin to the county line, and at Le I preservation, but are covered with paint.
Roy and Ramsey, and it is well in1proved in I In other places in the city th.is rock is break­
the erection of flouring mills. Mower coun- I ing up under the weather, especially in ex­
ty contains no peat, and cannot hope for I posed steps and sills.

THE BEGINNING.

C·HAPTER III.

wilderness or prairie. transforn1ed into a
beautiful country and filled with an enter­
prising and happy people. He reads here,
slowly and critically, every word recalling
ll1emories of the past, which for a generation

have been buried among a host of recollec- t
tions which now arise before him like a '"

To the readers of local history the chap- I
ter relating to the early settlement, !he first
events and beginning of the history of a
country, is of general interest. Especially
IS this the case' WIth pioneers themselves;.

j those who have witnessed the changes that
have heen n1ade; who have seen a trackless

1/ .
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EARLY SETTLEl\1 ENT,

not considered so ll1uch of a christian trait
as a duty to humanity.

To the reader of local history this chapter
IS of general interest, but to the pioneer,
hinlself, it IS more. Here he sees hinl­
self and friends and neighbors, as 'in the dinl

past they first sought out these western wilds
and fough t for existence in the wilderness.
See hinl as he takes th.~ uook in hand, ~low­

ly, critically poring over every word, recal­
ling in his nlind the pictures of a vanished
past at the nlention or some well known
name, or sn1iling as recollection brings back
sonle ludicrous advenlure of the early days.
His old associations, the trials and tribula­
tions, the battles against hunger and cold,
while the settlers were yet sc '1 ttered alUlost
a day's journey apart. All the:-;e rise up be­
fore lun1 as he reads. Even now in luenl­
ory, he hears the wind blow around the
hl1111ble cabin honle that first sheltered hinl

froln the" storms, and h~ hears the wolves
howl as they did in the days of yore. The·

picture of the past rises up vividly before
hin1, and he once more rejoices in the pride

of his y<?uth and young 111anhood. 'rhen
agaIn, he thinks, how, through his own

efforts this land ha~ been subdued fronl a
howling wilderness to a garden spot of lux­
ury and bea~ty, with villages and cities
spnngIng up here and there, throughout
the domaIn of the county.

But, perchance, the brow will cloud and
the eye dinl as nienl0ry's· 111ystic VOIce re­

calls the dark and painful sicle of those

earlier experiences.' The loved wife of his t
bosonl fading slowly away before the breath
_._~_.- --- .--- - _.. ------ _..- ---"..:.1.."

,~
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dreall1. llis old assocIations, the deeds,
the trials and battles against hunger and

cold, while settlers were few and far be­
tween, and wolves howled about the little
log cabin, sending a chill to his heart; and
the wind driving the sifting snow through
the crevices-all arise now vividly before

hiln. Often it is with pleasure he can re·
call these recollections, viewing with satisfac­
tion the thought that he lived through it all

; to see a thrifty and wealthy land, dotted
with school houses and churches, and vil­
lages and cities. But again it will be with
sadness that the past is recalled, as thoughts

-spring up of the dark and painful side of

weary days.

How a wife, whose virtues, bravery and

simplicity will always he remenllJered, or a
child, prattling in its innocence being called
from earth to its enternal honle, ~vas laid

, away under the cruel sod in solenl11 quietude,
by the rough and tender hands of hardy
pioneers. Tiole had partially :tllayed the
sting, but the wound is now uncovered by
the allusion to days gone by, and the cases
are not a few, where a tear of bitterness and
sadness will course down the cheek in honor
Of the melnory of those who have departed.

Notwithstanding the many disaqvantages,
and even sorrows attendant upon the first
steps of civilization, and the adversities to be

encounte~ed, the pioneers led a happy life.
'rhe absence of the aristocratic and dOlui­
neering power of wea:ith and position ll1USt

: have been a source of cOlnfort and sa tisfac­
tion. l\ferit alone insured equality, and this
could not be suppressed by tradition. The

j brotherhood of ll1an was illustrated in a sin-

~ ,/~l/,--_c_e_r_e_a_n_d_p_r_a_c_ti_c_a_I_W_a_Y_T,.~~_~_:~OS~l'_t_al_it_y_~~·_a~_.
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Sang vcspers at the even'
Sweet Ycspcr~, soft and low.

And through the many gathering shadows
Of those thirty years a~o,

A miragc of green shadows
'Yill eYer come a.nd go.

Dear was ihe old log cabin.
Down by the river shle,

'Round it we children romped,
I n it tile bahy died.

Xarrow wpre its Willdo\\"s~

But tlwy h~t the sunshine in
Through curtains of willi roses,

That dimbed and shaded them.
'-

Rude and homely was' the cahin,
Beauty did not deck it~ ·hearth;

Bu: the kettle sung a hom~ song,
And the birch lo~s era~klel1 mirth.

Its ch~mbl'rs were not high and SpadOH:5,
No· marble stairway lell to them,

But Oh! for a night of boyhood,
To climb the ~adder onl'e again.

Through those narrow little windows,
'Y'e wate-hen the springtime come,

As she decked the fields of· winter
'Vith blessed green and flowery bloom.

'Vatched tile bright and gohlen summer,
lIer sunset fair :.md 'cloudless sky,

'Vatchcd the solemn; mellow autumn,
'Yatcbed the wild flowers,droop and die.

'Vatcbed the fires of the pranie
Light their beacons in the night;

'Vatched the wild birds ill SPoring time;
""'atched them southward in their flight;

'Vatched the morning spread" itb glory
The hills anl~ dales with molten gold;

\Vatehed the sih-ery, dreamy tWIlight
"'rap the ni~ht ill hallowell fo:d.

of that dread destroyer or S011le prattling

babe, the joy and pet of the father and

nl0ther, laid away under the wild tough sod,

in solemn silence, by the hands of synlpathiz­

lng neighbors. Tinle has closed thes~

wounds, bu~ to-day, as 111enl0ry is fast un­

locking the chalnbers of the past quarter of

q. ce.ntury: within his 111ind, the silent tear

will steal its way to the surface, and drop as

a tribute to the loved and lost of that bye

gone tilne.

Notwithstanding the cares and adventures

that clustered round the humble cabin door

of the pioneer, these first settlers' "look solid
comfort." Here all were free and equal, and

the absence of the restraining presence of

wealth and position was' to h1111 a source of I
cO~lfort and satisfaction. The rough hospi...

tality, the hearty feeling of comnlon brother­

hood ~ul10ng these early vanguards of civiliz­

ation were the spontaneous overflow of

hearts full of regard for humanity, and was

practiced more than froln the teachin g of

Christian duty.

The following well written lines will find

place in the hearts and -nlinds of nlany a

pioneer of lVlower county', In C0111nl0n

with others of the cOl1ul1onwealth of ~'1in­

nesota.

"THIRTY YEARS AGO, MY S1'A1'E. 77

Thirty years ago, my ~tate,

You were fair-yes, yery fair;
There were- no furrows on )'our brow,

No silver in your hair.
The hlush of eal'ly womanhood

\Va:5 on your rounded dlCek,
The WIld flowers on your bosom

Exhaled their fragrance swel.~t.

The cabin sleeps in ruins,
The ivy from t he roc, f has fled,

The mould is its only mOlnunent,

j The wild birds woke your morning- All but memories sweet are dead. t
Antl the rivers lonesome flow, And as the yenrs around uS~T3.ther,

I/r-
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secure a pernlanent home, was the McQuil­
lan party. Jacob McQuillan, Sr., and his
son Jacob, Jr., natives of Ohio, canle with
their fa.luilies from 0 hio, in J uly, 1852, alld
settled on section I, township 103, range 14.
'1'his b.nd is now included in Racine town­
ship. They were acconlpanied by Adanl
Zadyger, a son-in-law of the oid gentle!l1an.
"fhey luade the greater part of the jou~ney
froll1 0 hio, overland, bringing their house­
hold goods with them. They arrived at their
destination July 4th, and camped by a beau­
tiful spring, now known as the Hanlilton
spring. Before unhitching his teanl, Mr.
McQuillan nailed their coffee mill to a tree.
He had at that time nine children. They
lived in the wagons until he could erect a
cabin of round poplar logs. There were
1\vo springs, ten rods apart. Jacob McQuil­
lan Sr., clailned the west spring, and the son,
Jacob Jr., clailned the east spring. The
land was not surveyed at that time, and the
old gentleman agreed with his son that he
was to have the west spring, and the land
west of it; while the young nlan was to have
the land east of the spring. 'Vhen the land
was surveyed the line between Mower and
Filhnore counties was established a few rods
east of the spring, and in 1854, a nlan nam­
ed Booth pre-elnpted the quarter section th~t

young McQuillan had claimed. 1'his crea­
ted trouble, and a force of McQuillan'S
friends conglegated, well armed, to put the
intruder out of the way. Booth's friends
gathered to meet the opposition, and 40 of
them- spent the night at the hotel in Halnil­
ton. McQuillan's friends sent an advance

guard, which was met bv a few of Booth's. ~

friends, near Halnilton. 'Vhen the foroler's

At life's enu and eventIde,
We'll think then of the eabin

Down by the river side.

There were days of gloom and darkness,
Nights of dark and dread,

Through the shadows of the years gOlle
With joys and smiles ure ~pread. .

For backward as our thougl1t~ wander
"For those good old byegone days,

Our hearts are filled with pleasnre
Our souls are tuned with prai::;e.

_ To learn with any degree of accuracy the
first actual settler of a locality that has been
settled for a generation, is a more difficult
task than would be inlagined by the reader.
There is only one rule which can be adopt­
ed, and thatis to state the arrivals in the or­
der in which they came, giving the dates as
stated by reliable parties-those \V110 are
most likely to be cognizant of the facts
and the reader can judge for himself. "- For

years past there~ been controversy and
difference of opinion over the question as to
who was really the first settler in Mower
county. The historian does not dispute a
single clainl, but presents the claims of each
with the date of settlenlent. The Inatter
was s':lbmitted to the general committee ap­
pointed by the Old Settlers' Society' for the
revision of the history, and they decided
that full credence should be given the state­
ments of the settlers themselves, as there was
no way of proving or disproving the clailns.
This conlnlittee was made up entirely of old
settlers, and they decided that the matter of
early settlenlent as presented in this chapter,
was correct.

According to the dates given the historian

j the fin:t. to_ locate. witp.in the territory now
/ cQ~pnsmg Mower county, with a view to

.. 1/ - -
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friends found that Booth was prepared to From this date forward for several years
meet theIn and defend this clailu, they soon the ll1ain settlements were nlade along the
dispersed. This place was in litigation for strean1S in the eastern and \vestern parts of
SOUle tinle, and 11nancially ruined both the the county. The following conlprised about
old 11lan McQuillan and his son, and Booth all of the settlers who canle in during 1853 :

kept possession. The land in question laid Lansing Township-Hunter Clark.
just over the line in Filll110re county, and in- LeRoy Township-John VanHougton,
eluded the site of Halnilton. George SquIres, ~10ses Niler, J. S. Priest,

Jacol.> McQuillan o~cupied his ~t£o,ver Isaac Armstrong..

county clainl one year, then rell10ved to Lyle Township-Mr. 'Voodbury.

Fillmore county. 1\1r. Corey lived on the 1854~NevadaT'ownship-'Villiam Allen,
claim one year, when McQuillan sold it and Thove Oleson, Andrew Anderson, Peter
entered land in Fillnlore county where he l\lartin, Ole Anderson, Knude.... Anderson
ilnproYed a fann and lived until after the Quoile, Asleck Ole~on, Tron Richardson,

war. \Vhen he was 73 years of age he sep- Ole Salnpson, Swan Gorganson, Hans Swen­
arated from hIS third wife and returned to son.

Ohio, where he died soon afterward. He LeRoy Township-Fayette Lincoln, Geo.
was a powerful nlan, with an Iron constitu- Britt, Sanluel Bacon, 'V. Vergerson, Palnler
tion; very kind, hospitable,· and well liked H. Stevens, J all1eS \V. Prentice.

generally, although he was uneducated, and Lyle Township-Orland Wilder, James

uncouth In his nlunners-a veritable pio- and Return Foster, John Tifft, Eben Merry.
neer.

Lansing Township-Sanluel Clayton, John
In March, r853, the next settlenlent was
d

. Pettibone, N. G. Perry, Sanluel Dixon, A. B.
nla e by Thonlas \V. Corey, a natIve of

Blackman.
J\.lassachusetts, who call1e froll1 Illinois, over-
land, by way of Davenport and Decorah. Austin TownshIp-D. J. Tubbs, Au~tin

He settled on the McQuillp.n clainl, and Nichols, D. L. Chandelor, C. G. Powers,

erected a log cabin 18x20 in which he often and C. Leverich.

entertained travelers. 1'his \vas on the road FrOUl this tinle on settlenlent was lllade
fronl Decorah to Mantorville. The charge rapidly. For full account of those who canle
was usually 40 cents for two ll1cals ~nd lodg- in prior to 1860, and SOn1€ who calue subse­
lng. Their post office and trading point for quently, see the respective township histories,
two years was Decorah. Mr. Corey lived in which such s~ttlen1ents were luade.

upon the claiul for about one year, then If any 01111ssions are noticeable to the fa­
l1loved just across the line into Filhllore lniliar reader of this .work, it will be remelll­
county. Eighteen 1110nth5 later he rt~lnoved bered that great care has been exercised by
to the village of Hallliltol1, and. erected the the historian to obtain all, however some l1lay

j _first hotel there. In 1880 he relnoved to have been overlooked by the old settlers who t
. Tennessee, where he died in 1882~ infonned the historian.

L_ -----.----.-------------- '\.."
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COUNTY BUILDINGS. 'Dwyer & Mehan... _. - _. - -$10:511.15
Tholl1aS McCall. - - - __ - _. __ $ 10,000.00

In March 1857, the County Board of H J A d $ 6. . n erson - . - - .. - - .. - 9, 94.00
Conlmissioners engaged the office of A. S. D. J. Tubbs - - - . - .. - .. - - - . $ 9,200.00

Everest, in Austin, to be used as county seat Mr. Tubbs being the lowest bidder, was
headquarters. The Register of Deeds of- awarded the contract and effected the work
ficed there and this was the place for hold- in a very satisfactory manner. H. J. Ander­
ing the meetings of the Board of COl1lll1is- son was appointed as superintendent of
sioners. This and other snlall office rOOlns construction, and rec~ived for his serVIces
served for. county seat buildings until the fall $30 per week.

of 1868, when a Court House was cOlllplet- The building COIUluittee took much pains
ed, through an act of the Board of COl1lmis- to become thoroughly conversant with the
sioners of April 9th, 1868. At this ll1eeting various kinds of architecture, making trips to
bids were received for the erection of a MIlwaukee, St. Paul, Minn~apolis and other
county building, and D. J. Tubbs being the points, to view and study into the plans of
lowest bidder, the contract was awarded to such building and finally engaged the serv­
him in the sunl of $6,450. A building com- ices of ,V. H. Dennis, of Minneapolis, a~

mittee was appointed consisting of Messrs. theIr architect and designer. June 14th,
Beech, Stimson and Bishop. The ~uilding 1882, the contract for erecting the super-
was to be completed by September 5, 1868. structure was a\varded to Snow & Allsip of
This was a two-story brick structure ~ntl was Chicago. Mr. Snow was the Solomon Snow
located on the corner of Main and Maple whose name appears throughout this history,
streets, opposite the present beautifully as one ot the early residents of Mower coun­
located public square. This building served ty. The amount called for in this contract
the county well until 1881, when :t was the was $52,291. The work of construction
will" of the people that a new, larger and ,;vent on, and the building was completed and
better Court House be provided the rapidly .first occupied in the nlonth of March 1884.
progressing county. In accordance with Their court house is the just pride of the pop­
tliis manifest wish, the Board of County ulace ofAustin and Mower county. Its high,
Commissioners comnlenced laying plans to synlmetncal donle towers up 170 feet from the
erect nlore spacious quarters. At a meeting base, and is indeed an index finger pointing
of the Board of Connuissioners, held March the stranger and passer-by to a people of
29, 1881, block I3-the old public square, thrift, energy, and public spirit. The VIew
owned by various parties, was purchased fronl the d<?nle of this building, as one looks
for the total sunl of $1925.00. A building out over the fine farnling lands of the county,
conlnlittee was then appointed, which con- is a charnling sight to behold.

sisted of Oscar Ayers, U. C. La Bar and ,V. A nlore massive and artistically designed
B. Mitson. Bids were solicited for con- structure does not stand in any part of Min-

j structing the basenlent of the contemplated nesota. The basenlent is of "half cut" ;lime t..
,./__C_o_u_rt-H-o-u-s-e-.· s_t_o_n_e_,_in_c_lu_d__l'n_g_th_e_tw_o_w__ide stairways which. . .....J/ '
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lead to the entrance, froln the e~st and west 500 for building; $1,925 for grounds; and

sides of the building. Th~ IH.lilding proper, $4,5°0 for funliture and fixtures. After de­

is of pressed S1. ~ouis brick, red iJrick, with ducting the $6000 paid by the city of Austin,

beautiful stone trinl11led \,'indo\\! and door the cost to the people of Mower county, was

caps. The roof is slated and neatly painted. about $61,916.

The interior IS 1110re eleg{lnt, in its fin!:;h, if The new court house was fittingly dedica­

possible, than the exterior. The nl~ln hall- ted by the fornl3.1 opening of the first session

way of the first floor, is pay\::cl with clil1erently of court within its walls. Judge J. Q. Farmer,

colored stone; the wood work is oiled uak, in his eloquent charg'~ to the Grand Jury,

which is of the ~110st expensi\-e and sub:-)t:n- spoke as follows:

tial nlaterial used 1n l110dcrn con~:truct1on. I GE~TLE:\IEN,OF THE GRAND JURY :-You

The desks and other office furniture are 111J.cle have been subpoened fronl the several towns

of clear grained red cherry, the appearance 0f this county to serve as Grand Juro"ts at

of which is decidedly fine. :\IC\\"{'=l" '~olmty I this term of the court to aid in the adminis­

can boast of what but few other counties in tration of the crinlinallaw of this State. .A.s

the State can; that while she possesse~ one good Alnerican citizens, either 'by birth or

of the nlost ll1agnificent court houses in IV1 in- by adoption, selected by lot from the various

!1esota, that she "o'ZiJes 110 lJlt'lll all}'lhillg." trades, professions, employments, and avoca­

This is due solely to the fact that good and tions of business life, and belonging to the

efficient nlen have been placed in office, and different social apd political societies, you

that they have not abused their offic·:; In be- h3. \"e a COlnnlon interest and purpose to faith­

cOlning slack or corrupt, but have ever labor- fully discharge the duties of );.our telnporary
ed to enhance the best interests of the county, ofiice.

even as they would have done with their owri You have convened upon neutral, Inay I

funds. About seven year~ befiJre the COll1- not say sacred ground, in this new and

pletion of the new court hOl1:-;t'~ th,.: go~rd of beautiful court house, erected by the people

County Conlmissioners began trJ ~'t(Jr~ :.1W~:y of ~Io\\'er county as a seat of Justice.

a fund for thq,t purpose, by Ie\'} in.;; ~lljght tax This capacious and ll1agnificent temple
each y"ear, thus the tax l)ayers \\'\:re nut 1:l.lr- I r h fi.' which we are about to occupY. jor t. erst
thened by a heavy tax anyone year, or COnl- time, bespeaks in ternlS strong~r than hu-

pelled to pay interest on a brgc bO!1lkd 111-: nKtl1 language, the faith, the dependence

clebtedness, as 1110st counties h~lY": <.lvne, In and veneration with which the inlpartial

this and other States. No si11all cn~djt is due (~oddess of Jllstice is held by the people of

to the enterprise and puhli:..: ~I:1r!t of t!1':~ city l\lower county. The people In furnishing

of Austin, who t~1.xed herself to the ~anc::.mt of the 1l1eanS have only been equaled by the

$6000 as an aid toward erecting the court economy of the county coulmissioners in the

house. 'The total cost c;f th~ lmilding, 10t:-" expenditure of the sall1e.

j and heating apparatus,. \V~1.'-:, in round nU1l1- The nlind that conceived and planned, as t·
1/ bel's $67,900, div~~le~l about ~_:; .f~llo\\"s: ~G J '-__ well as the dextrous hands that executed"

~ 1/ ~ ~
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this nl0del of stability, utility, and beauty,
are entitled to great praise. I will atteillpt
no eulogiunl of this beautiful structure, or its
authors, for vocal language is tanle cornpar­
ed with the silent language of the artist.
Suffice it to say that this noble edifice seems
to happily cOlnbine ali the strength, durabil­
ity, convenience, beauty and grandeur of
modern architecture. It is COlunlon proper­
ty. Every citizen of Mower county has an
interest in it, and the State should be proud
of a people who are so patriotic and devot­
ed to the government as to willingly contrib­
ute so liberally to one of its departlnents.
The powers of our State governnlent are di­
vided into three distinct departments: Leg­
islative, Executive and Judicial. The Judi­
cial department is the sheet anchor to the
ship of State, and so long as it is firmly inl­
bedded in the fundamental rock of honesty,. ,

truth and intelligence, the people may rest
assured of their rights and liberties. It
comes closer home to thenl tha11 to other de­
partnlents of power. They look to it nut
only to· protect their person and property
fro 111 the encroachnlent of individuals, but
from the encroachments of legislative and
executive departnlents of the ~tate.

The Executive may be partisan and par­
tial' the Legislative 111ay be corrupt. Yet. if
the Judicial department relnains firm and
steadfast, and administers inlpartialiy and
faithfully, under the constitution, the individ­
ual rights will reillain cOlnparatively safe.
The jury, 1..>oth Grand and Petit, fornl an itn­
portant factor in this departnlent, capable
of adding to or detracting fr0111 its integrity
and good character, and without their favor-

j able or hamlon}ous action no court can do
full and conlplete justice.

, 1/
~ V t

j



~ I,:::,,@ ...._

..
_-4 (;) I~

, HISTORY OF MO\VER COUNTY.

TERRITORIAL ACTIOx.

THE POOR FAR)!.

were paid by the county. At that date

a farm was purchased by the county In

LeRoy township and fitted up for this pur­
pose. April 16, 1868, the Board of County

Comluissioners, purchased seventy-five acres

of land on the northwest quarter of section

28, township 101, range 14, of Daniel Cas-

One of the marked evidences that America well and wife, for the sum of $1,500; and also

is nlade of the most liberal lllinded, charitable eighty acres of \,y. Hays for $1,.840
• This

and philanthropic people of any on the -globe, constituted the first poor farm in the county.
IS a knowledge of the system and perfect Proper improvements were made and the

working of her humane instItutions. No poor were cared for, at that place until 1876,
when it ,vas deell1ed best to exchange this

county has better regulations conce::ning its
prisons, asylums and various hospitals than ! property for the present poor farm, which is

'

vh·l 1 . "·"d located on the northeast quart.er of sectionours. tIe our aws are, In the nlaln, n~ ,
3 I, township 103, range 18, which is in the

we care for our prisoners as though they ,vere
men and not beasts. They are clothed, fed to,vnship of Lansing, and is about three miles

and cared for In a humane rnanner. The distant from the city of Austin. This place

,vay in which ,ve care for our unfortullJ.te was bought (or traded for) ofJohn S. Lacy and

poor and poverty-stricken sick, is indeed a wife February I I, 1876. This farm com-
pnses 160 acres, which IS an excellent

credit to our people and our Republican form
piece of land and now contains very good

of government. And year by year, better
improvements, including all necessary build­

methods are coming to obtain. Ko part of
. lngs. It has been in charge of a trusty over-

the United States affords a better exanlp:e of
this, than in the institutipns of ::\-linnesota. seer, \\Those salary in 1884, was $350 and ex-
Great has been the inlproyen:ent regarding penses per annulll.· At the present time the

institution is nearly, if not quite, self sustain­
these thIngs, even in -the last twenty years,

Ing. The place is "lell stocked and is tilled
since the plan of supporting a poor ['HD) has

in the nlost profitable manner: .
come into general practice. \ Vhil'~ "there is

no place like honle," it is a happy thought,

that, if perchance we beconle subjects of SOBle
calamity and by it all our nlcans for support The county was named in honor of John

is taken from us, we are not left to suffer for E. l\'lower, an early member of the Legisla-

the necessary care our exist~i1ce requires. ture Until the ye!lr 1853 the county ,vas

Our people are taxed to support such unfor- included within the lirnits of what were then

tunates and they do not do it begrudgingly ternled Dakota and \Yabashaw counties.

either, Lut rather deenl it a pl*.:asure. These two counties enlbraced all the territory

Prior to 1868 the paupers of ~fower county lying south of town 115, and as far west as t
were cared for by some Gf_the citizens,\\·~~ Missouri river. The boundary line be- "'-"

~r
j ---------------------------------------

I the law as you shall find the same in the I

I
I statutes of the State; bearing in mind that I

I the responsibiliiy of deciding who shall be

I
I prosecuted at this tenn of court, for the com­

I Inission of crimes, rests entirely with you.

I

I

i
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I
of the post office after her husbands death, I lawyer to settle in LeRoy, engaged with hinI

n.nd cOiltinues to 111an-age Its aft~lirs with signal in the law a~lcl real estate business, under the

ability and success. I finn naUle of Goodykoon tz & \Vyckoff. In

J. M. \Vyckoff, an old settler of LeRoy, 1869, he purchased Goodyko?ntz's interest,

was born In the ·town of Chester, Morris and co.ntinues the business as successor to

county, New Jersey, October 7, 1827. \Vas Goodykootz & 'Vyckoft: He was adnlitted

the oldest ofsix children and fourth in descent to the bar at Austin, Ivlinnesota, September

fronl one Peter ClauSOll, one of the first 2I, 1870, before Hon. Judge Donaldson,

settlers of Round Valley, New Jersey, who district.judge. fie was elected town clerk

after careful 'research is believed to have been seven, and justice of the peace five consecu­

a descendent of, if not one of the original col- tive years, in the early part of the settlen1ent.

onists who were the ,first to settle in \Vest Jer- And although having to try a large H'lajority

sey, and was the first to nlove away fronl I of the inlportant cases arising during his ternI

the colony, by reason of which he was called i of office, never had a decision appealed froll1;

"Wyckoff' (\Vyckea off or went off) from and although belonging to a 111inority party

the colony, froI11 which CirCU111sta11ce the by about one to three, was chosen to the

naUle (which his descendants now bear) legislature of 1862, and for County Auditor

originated. J. ~f. \Vycko[f lived on a.farnl for th~~ ternl comnlenclng lVlarch I, 1879.

with his father, Henry H. \Vyckoff~ till the He gave the land on the .southeast quarter of
spring of 1852. the northwest quarter of section 29, for a

school house site, whereon the first ~chool
He was nlar!ied in Novelnber 18S!, to

Miss Henrietta Honeymoon, daughter of house in the county was built. He also

James Honeymoon. Canle fronl lVIorris l11ade and .put on one side of the roof of this

county, New Jersey, In April 1856, to house. It was in this building that the first

LeRoy, Mower county. He nlade a clainl debating society In the town nlet, and In

the 2d day of May following, of the north- which the first protracted nleetings were held,

east quarter of section thirty, ~nd settled I and the first lVlethodist class was organized.

thereon. He entered thIS land at the Land n1r. vVyckoffrecived the first schooi nl0ney

Office ~t Chatfield, Minnesota. In 1859, he froI11 the county-forty dollars, and paid the

bought the southwest quarter of the north- same to a l\fiss Burknap, one of the early

west quarter of section 29, in sanle town, of teachers in this house. He, together with

George Peck. In 186r he ·sold to !\filton Lewis Matthews, Esq., ,vas instrunlental In

Sadler, and settled in the village of LeRoy. procuring the first Presbyterian preaching in

In October 1864, he bought out Rev. T. P. the town by Rev. John Cracel, in 1862, frolll

Ropes, on section 28~ adjoining the l village which has grown the present Presbyterian

of LeRoy. In 1868 he nloved to LeRoy church. I
station, near LeRoy village, ,vhere he now I Mr. \Vyckoff is a Ulan peculiarly fitted for a I1 r_e:ide~- In March L868, at the earnest SO-II valuable member of society, one \Vhom__~l I t

J ,/.J</__h_c_lt_a._t_lo_.:-~ ~~_~ __M. _G_o_o_d_y_k__o_O_ll_tz_,__t_h_e_fi_r_s_t ._m_ay confide in with the most. implicit~ Q
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a strong Republican county, the fact of his
being repeatedly chosen to inlportant offices
testifies to his popularity,as a 111an, the recog­
nition of his worth as a citizen. The 111aiden

name of Mrs. Canleron was Panlelia Carter.
She also was born in Shefford county, Prov­
Ince of Quebec. They were Inarried In
1858. Three children brighten the hon1e of
the Carperons, VIZ.: \Villian1,. l\1innie and

Kate.

HISTORY OF MO\VER COUNT'Y.

dence, for his business dealings, whether in

the capacity <?f an officer of township, county
or State, or in charge of the n10st sacred

places of trust in the various societies to

which he belongs, he is the same systeinatic,
thorough and exceptionally accurate Inan.
All of the records Blade by hinl in l\10wer
county in the several oftjcial capacities In
which he has acted, one will find. no Inis­

takes as to firnls, nanles, dates and detailed
description. He is a pleasant conversa­
tionalist, being well infonned upon the cur­

rent topics of the day. Though he is a pro­
fessional rnan, his chief delight seenls to be
in studying into the best olethods of agricul­
ture and horticulture. He IS a close, cau­
tious and practical thinker, and ever seeks to

reduce all theory dOWll to a practice which
shall bring about the best results both to him­

self and his fellow men.

Enlerson J. Stinlson was elected repre­
sentative In the fall of 1872. He ~·as born

November 23, 1825, at \Vindsor, Vennont.
He grew to nlanhood.· in that State, receiv­
ing a comnlon school education and after­
ward entered Black River Acadenly, gradu­
ating in 1844. He was 111arried in Rutland
county, Vermont, in December, 1848, to
Lydi;l A. Ri~don. In the fclll of 1853 they
Inoved to Ma~sachusetts and there kept a

Hon. G. M. Cameron was elected to the l;o~n~l:1g house near C3.pe Ann. In the fall

State Legislature In the autunln of 1869. of 1856 Mr. StInlson started. for IVIInnesota,
He is a native of Canada. \Vas born in Shef- leaving his wife and their one child at their
ford county, Province of Quebec, in January, honle in Vermont. He arrived in MInne­

1834. His youthful days, fronl early child- sota January 1., 1854, and at once elaimed
hood, were dIvided between studying at bnd on section 25, in Red Rock township.
school and working on his father's farm. His wife fonowed in April, 1854. rrhey re­

Thus he prepared hinlself for college. In sided on the fann until ~857, when they
1854 he caIne to l\tladison, Wisconsin, and luoved to Brownsdale and ran a hotel for
entered the State University. There he pur- three 111onths, and then built a residence

sued his studies till the fall of 1856. On the there, the lunlber for whith he hauled fron1
27th of Novelnber in that year he arrived at \Vinona with ox tean1S. In politics he is a
Austin. In [858 he was adnlitted to the RepublIcan, and has held county offices, in­
bar at Austin to practice in the courts of l\tlin- eluding commI~SIoner. He has also been
nesota. He \vas elected Judge of Probate ~n postl11aster at Brownsdale, and \vas Internal
1860, was re-elected in 1876, and agaIn III revenue collector for a tinle. In 1884 he
1878. He has t~le honor of being the first still lived at Brownsdale.

j Inayor of A.ustin City. As IVIr. Cailleron has Hon. Gunder Halverson, a pIoneer of ~

/_ always ~~~n~_De~~ocrat,and Mower us~all~.~o~ver_co~nt~,__~~as _~orn In Norway, Jan- '\J I
...... / . ----" \9
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addition. He has also built a good barn.

Mr. Halverson is largely en?;aged in raising

grain and stock. In 1873 Mr. Halverson
was elected to represent Mower county in

the State legislature. He has also held of­

fices of trust in his township, being one of

the first supervisors, which office he held

several ternls. Mr. and lVlrs. Halverson are

parents of five children-Ole, Aslak, Carrie,
Emn1a, Gustave.The subject of this sketch ll1ade his honle

with his parents until 1852, when he went Hon. Albert E. Peck, was born in Otsego

to California, 111aking the trip across the county, New York, July 10, 1834. He re-

plains with oxen, in company with a party 1110ved with his parents to the town of Kirt-

of twenty-two; were five months in making lan~, Lake county, Ohio, when he was but

the journey. lVIr. H"alverson engaged in four years old, where he grew to ll1anhood,

Ill'ining there untIl 1854, when he returned, being reared to agricultural pursuits When

'via the Pananla route, to New York. In he was twenty-one years of age he went to

October of that year he canle to Mower the town of Lafayette, Walworth county,

county, purchased a clainl, after which he \Visconsin, where he was married in 1857, to

returned to Illinois, where he renlained dur- Olive A. HuntIngton. She was born in the

ing the winter. Mr. Halverson was nlarried sanle town as her husband. She renloved

there Decenlber 27, 1854, to Miss Jane 01- from the State of New York to Chicago, with

son. She was born March 20, 1825. In her parents, in 1845. Her father died in

the n10nth of June they started with tealns 1848. In the spring of 1849, her mother
for their new .holne in lVlower county. with her fanlily nloved to Burlington, Racine

They, on their arrival, nloved into a cabin county, vVisconsin, where Mr. and Mrs. Peck

which was on the place, covered with bark. were Inarried. COIning to Mower county in

Mr. Halverson broke ten acres the first year, 1861, Mr. Peck settled on section 29, in the

and in the season of 1856 raised a crop of town of Pleasant Valley, whele he resided

corn, wheat and potatoes, the latter of which until his death in 1876. He left a wife and

he raised 200 bushels, and for what he had six children, Celestia, Albert and Alfred,

to spare sold readily for one doIb,r a bushel. (twins) Frank E., George W., and L:t\vrence

He also had a nlarket at hOlne for corn and R. Mr. Peck was one of the representative

wheat. The nearest flouring nlill was at men of Mower county. Politically he was a

Decorah, Iowa, SIxty-five n1iles distant. Mr. Denlocrat. He represented his district in

i Halverson has been a successful farmer. He the legislature in 1874, being elected on what

i now owns 275 acres, 150 of which is under was known as the People's ticket. He was

J1_~_:_~_t::a~~:~~~~a_nl_;;_~;_I~~)~_:l_~~_~:h~~r~~:__~h_:u_i:_l~~_~_~;:;~:~al~:i~~::;:~~ffi~~_:_:_~_~~, t
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uary 12, 1828. His younger days were

spent in school. He caIne to Alnerica in

conlpany with his parents, landing at New
\~ork in August, 1846. The family started

west, stopping for a short tin1e at Beloit, \Vis­

consin; fronl there they nloved.to Illinois,

where they bought a farnl and engaged in
farnling. The father lived here until his

death.
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was promoted to Second Lieutenant the fol­

lowing June. At the close of one year in the

anny, he had nearly: lost his hearing. I-Ie

resi~ed, and returned to Minnesot..1.. He
was a n1ell1ber of the lower House of. the

State Legislature in 1875. In November of

that year he was elected Secretary of State,

and was re-elected in 1877, havIng a major­

ity of n10re than 18,000 votes over his con1­

petitor. That office, it is generally conceded,

was never filled by a better officer. He evi­

dently belIeves in undertaking nothing which

he can not do well. In politic'S he has acted

uniformly with th~ Republican party. 1'1r.

Irgens has long been a member of the Luth­

eran Church, and has held at different tln1es

the offices of trustee, treasurer, etc. l\tlr. 11'­

gens, wife was Miss Louise P. Arentz, of St.
Ansgar, Norwa);, their union taking place in

Chicago, Decenlber IS, 1853. They have
been bl-.:ssed with s.~ven children, two of

whom are dead. Ole Henry,_ the eldest son,

has a fanlily, and lives at Valley City, Da­

kota Territory. Henrietta Maria, IS the wife

of Frank Jerabeck, of Ellendale, Dakota Ter­

ritory. In 1884, the rest of the children
\"Tere ulunarried.

trust. He was a pro111inent ll1enlber of the

Masonic fraternity; in fact he won an envi­

able nanle as an upright, estimaLIe citizen,

and in consequence was placed in nlany po­

sitions of trust. :Nlrs. Peck's daughter-Mrs.

George Slnith-resides in l)akota. The sons

are all unmarried. Mrs. Peck stIll owns the

farm in Pleasant Valley, which, In connec­

tion with the fann she now occtJpies, nlakes'

nearly six hundred acres. 1\1rs. Peck was

ll1arried in 1877, to J. L. Schroyer.

John S. Irgens is the son of Ole Irgens,

who was payn1aster at the ~loduln 1111nes,

Norway; he was born at Modum, February

1I, 1832. The fanlily fronl whIch he de­

scended are an old and very influential fam­

ily, nlany of its nlenlbers having held high

positions in the Lutheran Church, and in po­

litical circles. The subject of this sketch

was educated by private tutors, and was I
thoroughly fitted for business life. He

speaks four languages. He caIne to this

country in 1848, and was clerk for two ye::trs

in a nlercantile house in New York, then

canle to Chicago, clerking there a while, at:

ter which he went into trade for hinlself. In

1857, he removed to S1. ...-\.nsgar, Iowa, and
engaged in trade for a short tinle. T'lle In 1878, lVIr. Irgens 11loved fron1 lVlinne-

Sal1le year he n10ved to Adams township, sota to Dakota, where 'he took a hOl11estead,

Mower county, :Nlinnesota. 'Vas station! living there for three _years, after which he

agent at that point for about three years. ren10ved to Clarelnount, Virginia, where he

He also engaged in agricultural purSUIts, stIll resides, and follows fanning.

which has Leen his leading business ever Henry F. Denling was elected Represen-

SInce. tative on the Republican ticket in the fall of

He resigned his station agency to accept 1875. He was born in Tefferson county, N.

the office of County Treasurer of J\1:ower Y., Decenlber 25, 1825. His father was a
county, which office he held four years. Presbyterian Ininister, who preached at 11lany

j
February I, 1862, Jvlr. lrgens enlisted as a prolllinent places WIthin the State. He died t

,)/ private_in the 15th \~iswIlsin~lfan~:.a~d_ i~ Franklin Co., N. Y. The subject of thiS"" '"

,
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After coming to 'Visconsin another son was
added to the nunlber nalned, Elias B. He
gave his life to his country and died in the

hospital at Chattanooga, July 3, 1865. The
father canle to this town in 1861, with his

wife and two youngest boys. He bought
160 acres of land in section, twenty-six.
He died July 22, 1870. He was a sterling
,man and enjoyed in a large degree the re­

spect of his towns people. The widow, Mrs.
Rhoda Sanborn, and nlother of Hon. S. J.
Sanborn, resides with her son, David. The
subject of our sketch possessed a roving dis­

position and to gratify this taste he in 1859,
when t\venty-two years of age, started out to

seek his fortune and see the world. He
went to California and worked in the nlines.
The sprIng of 1860 found him with the

crowd at the 'Varhoe diggings in Nevada,
where most of the tinle for two years he
courted the fleetIng goddess, "Fortune,"
who was always a little beyond his reach.
In 1862 he went to Idaho, where he followed
in the trail of the same fickle danle for three

years. In 1865 he changed his location and
one bright nlorning he opened his eyes .upon
the beauties of Montana, where he bought a
claim which he worked for a few weeks,
when he nlade another nl0ve to Fort
Benton, from there to Onlaha, the trip being

accomplished on board of a flat boat down
the MISSOUri river.

sketch ll1ade his home with his parents until

he was fourteen years of age, when he com­
menced ''lorking out on a farm, and by that
earned his own living. 'Vhen he was 28

years 0Id-1853, he married Mary Bennett,
a native of Franklin county, N. Y. Soon
after their nlarriage they nloved to Lowell,
Massachusetts, where they lived three years,
and then renloved to Green county, vVis­
consin. In 1863 they canle to Mower
county, and took a h0111estead on the west
half of the northwest quarter of section 6.
He inlproved this land and erected a set of
good franle buildings, and rell1ained there

until 1884, ,vhen. he sold and nloved to Lan­
sing township, near the city of Austin. He
has always been an active luan and has been
held in the hIghest esteenl by the conllnuni­
ties In which he has lived. He is a staunch
Republican, and has held the office of-su­
pervIsor and chairman of the board in. Ne­
vada townshIp, where his farnl was situated.

1\1r. and Mrs. Deming have four children

-Charles F., Jesse S,. Eva ]., Bertha Gay.
Hon. Stephen J.. Sanborn was born in

Stol1sted county, Canada, February 12, 1837.
His father, Stephen Sanborn, ,vas born in the

same province in 1811. His ancestors were
natives of New Hamsphire. Stephen San­

born, in the Spi ing of 1844, settled with his
fanlily on Rolling Prairie, Dodge county,
Wisconsin. His fanlily consisted of himself,

WIfe and three boys, viz.: Artemas \-V., born Upon leaving Onlaha he decided to visit
in 1844, who is now a resident of Rochester, his parents, who with his brothers were
Minnesota. and is engaged in the railroad settled in the town of Racine', in this county.
postal service. He owns a farm in this He soon after bought 86 acres of land in

town. The next in order of birth is Stephen section 35, to which he has added arid now

j~
J., the subject of this sketch, and David C., owns 220 acres. He was married Novenlber t
also a resident farrl1er,'\vho was born in 1844. 18, 1869, to Miss Theressa R. Stewart,

~.. /_--------------------------------- -------'------~ ~
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daughter of Deacon Jonathan and Laura enter the land when he canle, therefore, did
Stewart, .who are old settlers of this town. not prove up on his clainl for four or five

Mr. and Mrs. Sanborn have had four 'chil- years. The land at the til11e of his coming

dren born to thenl-only two living. Lola, was 1110Stly covered with grubs. H.e has
born August 25, 1870; died December 12, cleared 60 acres, erected a good house, 'and

1880. Elias D., born Novelnber 2, 1873. a large frallle barn. He raised the first wheat

Libbie, born February 8, 1875; died Decem- in 1860, but had no more than he wanted

ber 9, 1880, and Pirna, born January 24, for honle use. In 1861 he raIsed wheat to
1882. Mr. Sanborn is one of the proll1inent sell, which he nlarketed at l\IcGrcgor, a dis­

men of the town and county. He was tance of 125 miles, selling it for fifty cents a

elected to the Legislature 111 1877, and re- bushel. Now there is a depot, one and a

electe~ in 1878, whIch goes far to show the half nliles distant. Nir. a.nd: i\Irs. Yolstad
high esteem and respect of. hIS fellow 1llan have five chIldren-Knut, l\fary, Charlie,

for him. Julia, Henry. 1\'Ir. Yolstad has been a 1l1em-

Hon. Holver K. Volstad, one of the pio- ber of the board of supervisors; also repre­

neers of Mower -county, was born in Nor- sented his district in the legislature the faU

way, October 2 I, 1826. He was reared to of 1878. l\tlr. Voistad, In adllition to his

agricultural pursuits, attending school until farnl here, ownr; 274 acres in Iowa.

fifteen years of age. \Vhen twenty-seven Hon. J. D. Allen tWIce represented Mower

years of age .he left his native country and county in the legislature. His first election

caIne to America; landed at Quebec; came was in the fall of 1878, and "his re-election

direct to Chicago, where he renlained three In 1880 was a strong. endorsement of his

weeks, after which he went to \Vinnebago cour~e. He is a native of ~ew York State,

county, Illinois, where he found employnlent born in the town and county of Clinton,

at ten dollars per month on a farm. Mr. Novelnber 24, 1841. \V'hen he was but a

Valstad was nlarried to Isaballe Stabuck. few months old his· parents l1loved to Can­

She was also born in Norway. They re- ada, where they !enlained until 1852, when

nlained in Illinois till 1856, when they came they caIne to 'Vauke$ha county, \Visconsin,

to J\tlower county, bringIng two pair of oxen where they lived two years, after which they

and a wagon with their household goods, renloved to Stoughto'n, Dane county, where

camping out on the way. After twenty-one he gre\v to lllanhood, receiving his education

days travel they arrived In ~fower county. at the district school. \Yhen a young 11lan
Mr. Volstad having been here the sunlmer he learned telegraphy, and In 1861 went to

previous and bought a clainl-the east one- l\lazonlinee, D~ne county, where he took

half of the southeast quarter, and the west charge of the teiegraph office, reillaining un­

one-half of the south,vest quarter, of section til 1863, when he entered th~ enlploy of the

30. On his arrival with the fanlily they governnlent as oookkeeper. He joined the

j moved into the log house he had fixed up arnlY at Grand Gulf and was bookkeeper for I ~

for a residence. He did not have nloney to Captain Jones, (he being quarter-nlaster,) I
"V n__ ~ I,/JL------------ .--------------------------------~"~
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menlber of the Evangelical Lutheran church
in his township. lVIr. and Mrs. Peterson
have had eight children-Andrew 0., Sanl
M., Carl O. (deceased,) Mariah S., Clara E.,
Henry A. and Osin O. (twins,) and Janles L.

lIon. John Frank. It devolves upon the
historian now to treat of one who is spoken
of by his acquaintances' in tenns so eulogistic
that the pennlan who should closely follow
would do so at his peril. 'Vithout the
nanle of John Frank, farnler, the records of
Mower county would Indeed be grIevously
incon1plete. It is evident that he is one who
IS n10st esteenled, his friendship highest I

prized by those who know hinl best. No
one In these parts, it is.. averred, has done
luore than he to develop the natural wealth­
producing resources of the country, and by
force of example encourage hIS fellownlen to
lives of honor and thrift. In short, it has
been declared that he is one of those rare
men to whonl it is scarcely possible to award
too much praise. The leadIng Incidel1ts of
hIS career to present date are here given in
brief:

,

and reluained until after the fall of Vicks­
burg, when he was appointed assistant chief
clerk to Captain Eddy. He reluained with
hinl ~ntil the spring of 1865. where he went
to Chicago, where he was enlployed as book­
keeper In a commISSIon house, remaining
there until August, 1867, when he caUle to
LeRoy, and in company with D. C. Curbitt,
was the pIoneer hardware Inerchant, whIch
business he still follows. lVIr. Allen has been
very successful in business, He has erected
a handsolue @rick building, in which he con­
ducts his busIness. He was nlarried in the
fall of 1866 Jo l\1iss Josie Corbitt, also a na­
tive of New York state. They have five
children-Josie D., 'Vilbur F., Willie H.,
George E., Kate.

Peter A. Peterson, a native of Norway,

was born November 20, 1837. In 1845. his
parents eluigrated to -Rock county, Wiscon­
sin, where the father died in 1876, age 62
years. His mother is still living in Rock
county. His parents raised a family of
eight children, Peter A., of whom we write,
being the oldest. He grew to manhood on
the farm, which business he has SInce fol- ] ohn Frank, the youngest 111 a fan1ily of
lowed. He received a comnlon school ed- seven children \-vas born on the 13th of Feb­
ucation, both in his own and the English ruary, 1834, in the village of Erligheinl,
language. He was married in Rock county, Kingdom of vVuertemberg, Germany. His
Wisconsin, In January, 1864, to Caroline nlother died when he was about twelve; his
Easton. She was born in Norway in 1839. father three years later. In the schools of
In the spring of 1864 Mr, Peterson and wife his natIve town he received mental discipline
came to Mower county and settled on sec- and acquired a store of useful knowledge.
tion 7 in Udolpho township, where he has At twenty he resolved to seek his fortune in
since lived. In politics he is a staunch Re- America, landing In New York CIty, as so
publican, and in 1881 represented his county many of hIS countrynlen C0111Ing before and
in the Legislature. He has also been a n1enl- since have done, on the 4th day of June,

j
ber of the townspip 'board, besides holding 1854. He there reluained till the spring of

I/~/_•• _o_th_e__r_o_ffi_-_c_e_s_o_f_tru_s_t,_M_r._P_e_t_e_rs_o_n_I_·s_a_n_a_c_t_iv_e__l_8_5_5_,_'_Y_h_e_n_h_e_w_a_s_d_r_a_wI~t~:a_r__d_t_h_e__gr._e_a_t_'_'.>I...
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west, leaving New York on the loth of lllonths before. In other wo:ds, he now sought
April, his objective point being Rockford, to cul~ivate the acquaintance of a charming
Illinois. He proceeded on his journey tIll young lady whonl he 'had Illet in that city.
he reached the city of Cleveland, Ohio, It may be here nlentioned conceriling; this
where he spent a few days visiting foruler young lady, Catherine' E. Lachele, that she
acquaintances and friends. The story IS was born in G~islingen, \Vuertemberg, on the
quaintly told that he had the good fortune 30th of October, 1833. That early In 1854
here to discover a treasure lllore preCIOUS she, in company with her sister, left a \vealthy
than rubles. From Cleveland he' canle to father's luxurious home, then presided over
Chicago, whence after a brief tan-y he con- a stepnlother, crossed the _-\tlantic and CaIne
tinued on to the beautiful city of Rockford, to live in the Forest City of Ohio. To re­
arnving there early 111 May. For some turn now to the lone dweller in the new log
Illonths he pursued a course of. inquiry and house. His overtures of friendliness were
investigation, which convinced him that aftably received; a very interesting and
the advantages offered by the newly .opened, serious correspondence was carned on dunng
thinly populated Territories of the northwest the \vinter of 1855-6, with the result of a
for earning an independent livlihood, and nleeting on the 1St of July, 1856, and on the
for acquiring a -home and a competence, 9th of that Illonth, ·at Rockford, Illinois, the
were greatly superior to those of the larger - marriage of Catherine E., Lachele and John
settled eastern portions of the country. Trav- Frank. Their wedding journey was the trip
eling from Rockford in a nearly west north- to the ~linnesota honle. The' prize was
west direction, on the 15th of October he won. The persistent pion~er had secured a
reached the house of Henry Ednlonds In the \vorthy helpmate. To use his own enthu­
southwest corner of Fillmore county, Minne- siastic expression after Inore than a quarter
sata, this region appearing to him one of of a century <:>f wedded life, a brighter, truer,
the luost delightful spots on .earth, he de- nobler wonlan never crossed the ocean.
terrnined that here should be his pernlanent Mrs. Frank has sho~vn herself possessed of
hOine. Accordingly, he Inade a pre-enlption great nlental powers, a p,ersan of clear and
claim of one hundred and sixty acres of gov- quick decision and renlai-kable energy, with
ernment land in the N. W. 3i ot section 30, no other capital than strong and willing
town 101, Mower county. A log cabin was hands, active brains, and hearts warnl with
constru~ted the saine season, and Mr. John mutual affection, the youthful pair started
Frank began housekeeping all by hinlself. in life together, accepting to begin with the
Finding by experience that it was not pleas- task of bringin.g under cultivation the wilder­
ant for a Ulan to live alone, feeling thC!:t sonle- ness around thenl.. The success they haye
thIng was needed to c0111plete his prepara- obtained shows what can be acco111plished by

tionsfor the new: life on which he was entering, untiring industry, wise econOlny and honest I

j
he resolved to look after the "treasure" he dealing. Their fann of fourteen hundred t
had found in Cleveland sonle seven or eight acres is one of the finest and best Inanaged

~ /jLk:~__--------------_----1 . '\J~'\.
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Elected to the State Legidature In the
autU111n of 1882, he carried into that new
field his accustomed energy, and gained the
reputation of being the hardest worker, and
one of the 1110St respected and n10st influen­
tial ll1elnbers during the session of 1883.

Mr. Frank is a Inan of open, cheerful, am­
icable disposition, strictly honorable in busi-

I ness transactions. He has broad and en­
lightened views on the subject of human
progress, in which he is a consistent believer,
ever ready to give a clear word of counselor
to render material aid for the promotion of
individual welfare or the public good. He,
too, should be written "a,.s one who loves his
fellow n1en."

HISTORY OF MOWER COUNTY.13°

and in1proved in the land. It is well stocked
with cattle, horses, sheep, hogs and many
varieties of poultry, and furnished wId1 the
n10st inlproved farnling impielnents of all
kinds. One hundred cows furnish milk to
the first linlb erger cheese factory in the
State, the factory standing close by the pren),.,
lses and successfully operated by ~J1r. G.
B--, fronl New York. The union of Mr.
and Mrs. Frank has been blessed with three
children. The eldest, Louise, was born on

the 14th of June, 1857; the second, 'Villianl,
was born on the 9th of May, 1866; the third,
Irene, was born on the 28th of June, 1875,

J\1r. Frank has been very liberal in his ex­
pendItures for the education of his children.
Louise finished h~r schooling at St. Mary's Hon. James F. Carson was born at Mount
Hall, Faribault. Willianl was sent to Shat- Vernon, Kennebec county, Maine, October

tuck School, at Faribault. HIS hea!th hav- 25th 1843. When he was seventeen years of
ing been in1paired by over study, he was age he started out for himself with high
taken home at the end of two years. After hopes of the future, and a capital of seventy-
staying on the farm about a year, with re- five cents. His father and nlother are still
gained health and strength he went to New living on the old homestead In Maine.
York City, and entered the enlploy of Goodbe Janles, on leaving hOIne, went to Massachu-
& Co., bankers and brokers, in 'Vall street, setts, where he found employnlent in a hotel.
with the view ofobtaIning a thorough business He enlisted in Decenlber 1863, in Company
training. His health again failing, he was H. 4th Massachusetts Cavalry, and served
compelled to his own regret, and that of his until Novelnber 1865. He returned to
employees, to give up his desirable situation, Maine in 1868. A.ugust 7, 1869, he was joined
and return to Minnesota. He now occupies in nlarnage to Miss Anlanda S. Goodwin.
a responsible position in the Bank of Glencoe. She was born in 1838. They lived at Mount

In the autumn of 1861, Mr. Frank re- Vernon until 1870, when they came to the
sponded to his country's call and enlisted in town of Racine, with his Uncle Noah G.
Co. K. 4th Minnesota Volunteer Infantry, Carson, who owned 160 acres of land in sec­
serving faithfully through the war. The tion 20. Mr. and Mrs Carson made their
hardships then endured left him nluch broken hOllle 011 this place with his uncle. Mr.

I physically, so that he has been unable of late Noah Carson died in 1871, giving the farnl

j years to perforrh any ll1anual labor on the to his nephew, to which Mr. Carson ha.~ t
I/JLI/_-_fa_r_m_-.---------------"-- s_in_c_e_a_d_d_e_d_l_4_o_a_CI_"e._s_. ~~.__~~~_so_.n_h_a_s__o_n_e_."..:ll...,· ~
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COUNTY OFFICERS.

The history of l\iower county would be

incomplete without a record of its county

officers,. who have served since Its organiza­
tion. There has been n1uch diffiC:Ilty 111

obtaining material for biographical sketches
of those who hav~ died or moved away frotu

the county, so if any oluissions occur it will
not be charged to the part of neglect or fault

of the hIstorian as due care has been taken

to collect such nlatter.

of the finest farnlS in this part of lVlower
coun!y, all under cultivation. Mr. and l\{rs.
Carson had five children. Two only are liv­

ing, Osborn J., Leona A. ~lr. Carson was
elected to the Legislature in 1882. He is a
representative man, ever pron1inent In any

enterprise, whose ainl is the welfare of the
best interests of the people, and has always
maintained a deep regard for all that per­
tains to individual advancement, and is now
reaping the harvest of honor and respect,
sown by hinl in his early youth and nla 11­

hood.

Ohio to lVlower county, and took a clailu in

section 9, Red Rock township, in the spring

of 1856. He w~s a 111an of superior educa­
tion and ability. He was a Republican and

held the office of county comn1issioner,
judge of probate, and was justice of the
peace for ll1any years. During the late war

he had sup<:rvision of supplying the township
quota of-soldiers. He died in August, 1870..
His ,,,ife and one da1.!ghter are still living in

the town.

\Villianl H. Crandall was luade Judge of
"-

Probate through an appointment made by

Gov. Davis, after the resignation of Judge
Rose. Mr. Crandall was a native of Flor­
ence, Ene county, Ohio, born l\-larch I,

1848. He was married to Alula L. Searles

July 4, 187~. He lived in his native state
until 187 I, when he came to ]\{innesota.
Most of his life has been spent in the prac­

tice of the legal profession.. He was assist­

ant secretary in the State ~enate in 1877.

Judge Ormanzo Allen, the present Probate
Judge of l\lower county, is by profession an
attorney and counselor at law, and has been a

PROBATE JUDGE. resident of Austin since the sumnler of 1856.

The county comnlissioners, George \Vhite, He was born at .Alfred, Alleghaney county,

Phillip Howell, and \Viili~un Russell, who New York, In 1830' His parents, Abram
,vere appointed to that office, by Governor and Dorcas Allen, ~vere natives .of the State

Gornlan in Ma.rch, 1856, l1let April 7 of that of Rhode- Island, b~t residents of .Alleghaney
year, in the village of Frankford, where they county fronl early youth, were they were

appointed the first county officials, aillong I n1arried. In 1842, Judge Allen ren10ved with
which nun1ber was C. J. Felch as probate hi5 parents to Rock county, \Visconsin, and

judge, who served in this capacity until Jan- setttle<;l near Janesville. In 1849, he retum­
uary I, 1857, when the first. probate judge, ed to his native county, arid entered Alfred
who was elected by the people, took the UnIversity, where he graduated In 185 I.

bench.. An10ng others who have held this. I He then entered UnIon College, New ·York,

j office is Charles F. Hardy. He was a native where he graduated in 1854, after which he t
of Waltham, Mas,;achu5ett5. He came from Ibecame principal of an academy at Plain- '\

~ v~/~~----------~---------~-~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~·~--~~~,3~



The first Auditor was John P. \Villiams,
who was elected in the fall of 1870, served
that term and was re-elected by a large ma­
jority. 1\1r. \Villianls was born in Essex

county, New York, June IS, J834. He was
lllarried, July 4, 1863 to Irene Dutton. He
lived in hIS native State until 1860, when he
caDle to Mower county, where he remained
till 1883. He followed farming as a voca­
tion. At the tinle of his election to Auditor,
he was acting as County Conlmissioner, and
resigned to take the office of Auditor. In
religious belief he was a Methodist. In 1884

he was a fruit grower, at Los Angelos, Cali­
fornIa.

field, New Jersey, where he continued .one
year, when he returned to Rock county,
\Visconsin, and soon after entered, as a
student, the law office of Bennett & Sloan,
at Jal1esvilIe, being adluitted to the bar in
1856, and came here in July of that year,­
soon after his admission, being the first prac­
ticing attorney of Austin. In the spring of
J 860, he was elected chairman of the board
of County Conuuissioners, of Mower county,
and in the fall of the sanle year was e.lected
County Auditor, and served in that capacity
until the spring of 1865, when he resigned
the office to take the position of provost
mar£hall of the first district of l\linnesota, to
which he had been appointed. In June of
the same year, he was appointed Probate
Judge to complete an unexpired term, .and
was twice thereafter elected to the same po­
sition; he was then engaged in the practic~

of law until 1880, when he was again made
Probate Judge, which (in 1884) he still holds.
His wife was Eliza A. Alexander, daughter
of] ohn H. and Permelia Alexander. She
was born in Steuben Gounty, New York.
They have no children. Judge Allen is a
nlan of fine literary attainments and an able

-lawyer. He is highly esteenled for his social

qualities and publIc spirit. In 1875, accom­
panied by his wife, Judge Allen visited Cali­
fornia, returning the following year. They
again visited that State in 1876, returning to
Austin, after remaining nearly a year.
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COUNTY AUDITORS.

The office of C~unty Auditor was created
to take effect in 1859. The business now
performed by hinl, prior to that date h3d I

j
been accomplished by the Register of Deeds
and Clerk.

!/
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six children, three of whom are living, yiz: Imary 6, 1825. He'and his £'lmily came to

Edgar D:, Dora L., Charles If. l\'Irs. Shook Le Roy, ~lower county, In th(? lTIonth of

died May 13th, 1870' Mr. Shook was ~galn Novell1ber, 1854, an,d built hinl a log cabin. j

nlarried January 24th. 1881, to Eliza Filling, Palnler H. Stevens and falnily carne on at

who was born in Bradford, England, Fcbru- the same tilne and built a log house near

ary, 1854. They have one child, Ray S. hill1, both being on the east bank of the Lit­

1'Ir. Shook is a Del110Crat, alld has been tle Iowa river. These two I)1oneer gentle­

chairnlen of township board of supervisors, nlen C0111nlenced the work of constructing a

and is a nleillber of the board of village dam and saw mill, both of which were conl­

councilnlan, of which board he has been pleted the following spnng, 1855. Henry
I

president; he has also been township clerk. Edillunds, who settled in the southeast part

Mr. Shook received the appointnlent. of of Fillnlore co.unty, was also a part owner in

County .-\.uditor, to fill vacancy, caused by the nlill property, and he afterward bought

the resignation of H. l\L Allen, for which l\lr. Bacon's interest in the l11i11. The only

office he was a candidate, receiving a certifi- fanlilies living in that viCInIty in 1855 were

cate of election, but his election being con- Fayette Lincoln, Britts, Van Houton, Niles

tested, the office was given to hIS opponent. P. SquIres and the A.llen families. Daniel

l\lr. Shook was also a candid~te for repre- Squires nloved in soon after. .-\.t that early

sentative, but was defeated by the l~epubli- day Inuch amusement was afforded at the
can candidate. expense of the wild deer and elk, \vhich were

H. 'V. Elnls has served as auditor of not uncommon to be seen galloping over the

Mower county since l\larch, 1881, having broad prairies. In one insta~ce, it is related

been deputy auditor for the four preceding by IVlr. Britts, who was a near neighbor to
years. He IS a native of St. Lawrence ~'Ir. Bacon, that he counted 400 at one tinle.

county, New York, where he was born in 11r. Bacon was a ~llelnber of the Legislature

1846. lVlr. Elnls served in the L~2d regi- at one tin-ie, also a justice of the peace in

111ent, New York ·Volunteers for one and a LeRoy township, county C0l1l111issioner and

half years, and was then transferred to the chainnan of the board of supervisors for three

I69th ref,'1.ment, where he served until .:\u- years. .-\.t the pres~nt time (1884) he lives

gust, 1865, conlIng to !vIower county the in 'Voodson county, J5.ansas.

kev. 1"'. J. Lake was' elected in the fall of

COU~TY TREASURER. 1859. He was treasurer first by appoint-

Lewis Patchen was the first treasurer of men t, and then by election.

the county, having received his appointment ~lr. Lake was a native of (;reen county,

fronl Governor GOrIl1an. He served untl1 New York, born-in 1824. He was eighteen

January I, 1857, when the first eiected treas- years of age when he nloved to 'Vellsborough,
urer, S. C. Bacon, took the office, holding Tioga county, Pa., where he assisted a teacher

j the saIne during the years 1857-58. 11r. in the instruction of a preparatory class for t
I/JlI/:--_B_a_c_o_l_l_w_a_s__b_o_r_n ll~__N~: _H_a_n_l_p~:re~~~."_b_-__c_o_ll_e_g_e_.__In_I_8_5_6_,_h_e_r.e__f!_10_\_~e_d_t~_1_I:nesota, "'" '".
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left a wide circle of friends and adnlirers, the
Ineillory of wholn is pleasant to recollect.

Ferdinand A. Elder was also elected
Treasurer. He \vas born Novenlber 22,
1842, at New Portland, Maine. He
came to Mower county in 1858. He has
been engaged in farming, law and real estate
business, and is now (1884) practIcing law
at Moorehead, Dakota, as a menlber of the
finn of Briggs & Elder. He married Carrie
E. Enlerson, April 28, 1875. During the
rebellion he served as a faithful $oldier in
Co. "E," 7th Minnesota Volunteers. Mr.
Elder has been a worthy nlenlber of the
l\lethodist Episcopal church for many years.
~,.fost of his life has been spent in Maine, Il~

!inols and l\finnesota.

and took up a claiul one and a half nliles
fronl Hanlilton, where he built a house and
opened up a farnl. Soon after this Hanlilton
was fixed upon as the point at which to lo­

cate "The Bronson Institute," in which he
was en1ployed as teacher. \VhIle thus en­
gaged he was elected to the office of county
treasurer of Mower couty. He was nlarried
to Martha R. Evans September 5, 1849. lVIr.
Lake was a resident of Minnesota _twenty
years, leaving for Alabalna in 1876, where
he was still living in 1884. He was a 111enl­
ber of Co. C., 9th Regiment of Minnesota
Volunteers. That company was in the In­
dian campaign. He was at "Yood Lake and
Camp Release at the surrender of the 2,200
Indians, of which 38 were hung at Mankato
in 1863, for being leaders of that terrible
massacre at New DIm.

Sylvester Smith, one of the well known and
nluch respected pioneers of Austin, was born

In religious faith Mr. Lake is a Methodist, at Batavia, the county seat of Genesee coun­
also a local preacher. He was ordained by ty, New York. vVhen fOUf years of age, his
Bishop Kavenaugh, after he went south to parents enligrated to Canada, and settled 111

live. He delivered the first real temperance what was then known as the Gore District,
address in Mower county, at Austin, in what now included in Brandt county, where the
was called the "headquarters." - Among subject of our sketch grew to manhood.
the prominent places at which he has \Vhen a young man he learned the trade of
preaehed are: LaCrosse, North La~rosse, plaster nlason. He was joined in marriage,
Rushford, Preston, Spring Valley, Austin, January 6th, 1848 to Eunice Roseburgh.
Albert Lea, Wells, \Yinnebago City, Browns- She was born in Brandt county, December

dale, Owatonna, and Faribault. 18th, 1830' This union was blessed with
He was the first Alternate chosen from the one child, Fay R., who is now connected

State at large, by the Republican State Con- with the Mower county Bank. They re­
vention, at Montgonlery, Alabama, to the nlained in Canada until 1855, then removed
Chicago Convention, in J884. He was ap- to Minnesota, and settled ~n Austin, where
pointed Postmaster of Athens, Alabama, In he nlade his hOine until the tilne of his

1881, and was still in office in 1884. death. He was appointed the first Justice

He was an efficient county officer, and of the Peace in l\10wer county, was elected

j also an enterprisil1gcirizen of Mowercounty County Treasurer in 1862, and held that of- t
for many years, and when leaVIng t~le State fice eight years. lIe was connected with

~l/ . ----..,,--- ~"',,
~1/' "
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COU~TY ATTORNEYS.

Eber O. \Vheeler was elected to the office

of County Attorney in the fall of 1867 and
served one term. He was born April 12,

1839, in \Vayne county, New York. He was
nlarried in .A.ugust in 1839 to ~liss Kate J ..
Fleck, and agaIn December 18, 1877, to
NIinerva ~loore. He resided In the State

of New York.until 1865, and fronl that tinle
to 1880 in l\lower county, IVlinnesota. He
has alVfays followed the legal profession for a
livelihood.

HISTORY OF ~10\VER COUNTY.

various l'ublic enterprises, was thorougWy I
honest, and much respected l)y all who knew
him. His widow survives hinl and still re­

sides in Austin.

~ (tl-=-_---L....--

G. L. Case, County Treasurer of ~\I()wer

county, has served in hIS present capacity
since October 7th, 1881, having been at that
tinlC appointed to fill the vacancy, caused by

the death of his predecessor, P. T. l\IcIntyre,
and was elected to the office the following

November, and was re·elected in 1883. 1\'1r.

! Case was born in Chittenden county, Ver­
mont, in 1838. He renloved to Franklin John !vL Greennlan, attorney and coun-
county, New York, with his parents, about selor at law, and present county attorney of

I 185°· In 1856, the fanlily removed to 01111- l\Iower county, has been a resident of ..:\us-
I sted county, lVlinnesota; his father, Lynlan tin since January 10, 187 I. He is a native

Case, located with hIS falnily on a farm not of the enlpire State, born at HOlllellsville,

far fronl the village of Chatfield, in Fillmore Steuben county, New York, in 1837. He
county, where he resided until his death. entered Alfred :;\'cadenlY, as a student In

1\'1r. Case enlisted as a private in ]862, in 1848, where he graduated In 1853, at the
Company D, 8th MInnesota, Volunteer 1n- age. of sixteen years. In the fall of the same
fantry, serving until Novenlber, 1864, when year, he removed with his father, Henry G.
he ,vas promoted to Lieutenant and later Greennlan, to \Visconsin. His father set-

I

promoted to Captain, and served as such un- tled at ~1iltOI1, :Rock county, v.-here he lived
til he was discharged, February 22nd, 1866. until his death In 1863. His nlother still
After the war he went to Otawa, Kansas, lives at the honlestead in \Visconsin. ~1.r.

I where he was engaged in the hardware busi- Greennlan began the study of law in 1855.
! ness for three years, when he returned to In 1856 he canle to I\'Iinnesota, and located

Chatfield, where he was engaged in the sanle near St. Charies, \Vinqna county. In 1861

branch of business for SOUle time; conl1ng he returned to \Viscon~ln, and In 1863 was
fronl that village to 1\10wer county, and en- admitted to the bar at Janesville, Judge
gaged in farnling, in the town of Red Rock, . Lyon presiding. He soon after opened an

where he still owns a fan11. 1\1r. Case is uni- office at IvIilton Junction, where he was en­
versally regarded as a faithful, obliging and gaged in practice until he canle here in 187I.

conlpetent offIcial. His WIfe was Miss Enl111a During the first yc:ar of his residence in .:-\.us­

'Voodsul11, daughter of Brockett'VoodsUlll, tin he was associated with 1. N. Hawkins­
now deceased. 1\1r. and Mrs. Case have SInce that tilHe he has been alone in practice.

.j~c~~ldren; Brockett, Lucinda P., R~y_ G" -'.~;~l~~C:~:~~~~ct~eC\~t:,A~:~i:eYe~:£l t.
..t G> r , . (!) ['rY-P
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February 19, 1829. In January, 1853, he
was Inarried to Ill10gene A. Adanls.

\Villialll lVI. Howe has been a resident of
Mo'\ver county since Decenlber, 1866. He
was born in Canton, St. Lawrence county,
New York, in 1835. He attended school
nlore or less of the tinle until seventeen years
of age, when he entered the office of the
county clerk of St Lawrence county, where
he \vas ell1ployed the nlost of the tinle for
eight years, when falling health cOlnpelled
hinl to retire. As nlany uthers have done,
Mr. Howe came to Minnesota, hoping
to be benefited by the pure aIr and
bracing cliIl1ate for which our State is noted.
Nor has he been disappointed in his expec­
tations. Believing that hIS object would be
best attained by a residence in the country,
he located in the town of Lansing and en-
gaged In fanning about seven years. In
1874 he was elected to the office of Register
of Deeds of Mower county, a position to
which, by education, he was well adapted.
He held this office six successive years, dis­
charging its duties in a thorough and accept-
able 111anner. During his long ternl he
found tiule and opportunity to prepare a
complete set of abstract books, perhaps the
most complete to be fOllnd in ~linl)esota.

Since his retirerilent froll1 office he has been
engaged In the abstact, loan and real estate
business. Mrs. Howe, fonnedy 1\{iss Susan
J. Soule, was born In Vernlont, and is a
daughter of Dr. Renselaer Soule, who emi-
grated fronl Vernlont and settled at Lansing

in 1865, and lived there until 1875, when he
reinoved to Austin, where he died in the I
autumn of 1880. 1\1r; and Mrs. Howe have t
one daughter, Jessie E. George H. Howe,
_.._-_._----------------- ~----",."'"

to that office in the spring of 1882, and in
the fall of the sanle year was elected County
Attorney. ~Ir. Greenwood is one of the
pronlinent attorneys of Mower county. Is
also one of the working olenlbers of the

. lVlethodist Episcopal church of this city.
His wife was Elizabeth Sturdevant, a native
of Pennsylvania. They have two sons­
Henry, Fay.

REGISTER OF DEEDS.

Tinlothy ~t'1. Chapnlan was appointed

I Register of Deeds In the spring of 1856.
I Mr. Chapnlan was born near Kingston, Can-

I

I ada, on the 18th of April, 1829. He was

married April 26, 1857, to Miss Laura A.
I Root. He lived several years In Kane
I county, Illinois, c0111ing to Mower county in

the autuinn of 1854. The following spring
he took up his place of residence at Frank­
ford, boardIng ,vith Lewis Patchen. He was
agent for Francis Teahout, proprietor of that
townsite. He there received the appoint­
ment of postmaster, holding that office tIll
he renl0ved fronl the county, in 1857. He
nanled hIS successor- In office, D. D. Frazier.
He was notary public and has ~een III the
mercantile business; also general agent for
the C. H. McCornlick Reaper and 1\10wer

Conlpany. Has been Justice of the Peace
six years in Fillnlore county, where he still
lives. He was Deputy County Treasurer of
that county for four years. It nlay also be

added, he sold goods at Frankford in 1855,
1856-57.

The first Register of Deeds elected In
Mower county was H.. L. Kituball, in the

I fall of 1856, taking charge of the office Jan-

j I ~a:r, I, 1857. ~r. Kilnball was a native of

• ,~~l,~~~v Hampshire, born at_that place
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1a brother of the subject of this sketch, Calne I

to Lansing in 1868. He reillained here and i

• I
in Illinois for a short tln1e, after whieh he I

returned to New York.

Miles M. Trowbridge, Register of Deeds
of Mower county, is serving h~s second term
in that capacity, havIng been elected first in
the fall of 1880. He is a son of S. H. Trow­
bridge, who settled In RaCIne county, \Vis­
consin, in 1836, where he had 'ren10ved from

IVlonroe county, New York. In 1863 he
settled in Lyle, in this county. ~lr. Trow­
bridge enlisted In Septen1ber, 1861, in the
First Regiment, \Visconsin .Volunteer Infan­
try, for a period of three years. Being severely
wounded at the battle of Perryville, Ken­
tucky, Uctober 8, 1862, he was discharged

the 15th of November following. He re­
ceived a gun shot wound in one of his shoul­
ders, fron1 the effects of which he has never

fully recovered; however, in Septeinber, 1864,
having sufficiently recovered to enable hin1
to again enter the service, he re-enlisted in

the Fourth 11innesota Regin1ent of Volun­
teers, joining that reginlent at Altoona, and

acconlpanied Sherman.in his memorial n1arch
to the sea. On the close of the war he re­
turned to Mower coun'ty, where his father

had removed in 1863, and engaged In farn1­

ing. In the fall of 1877 he was elected one
of the County Conl111issioners of Mower
county, and served several years, and was
elected to hIS present position, as before
stated, in 1880. l\lr. Trowbridge is a conl­
petent and efficient officer. Mrs. Trow­
bridge ,vas fonnerly Rachael Crawford,
daughter of John Crawford, an 'early settler
of Racine county. They have five children,

j tE0hn S..' Henry M., ~lary E., Alfred I..,
Frank.

_.._­---_.-- - ._-.. "

~

CLERK OF THE COURTS.

John F. Atherton was elected in the fall of
1869, and served until ~875. He was born
in \Vaterbury, 'Vefmont, August 20, 1819.
He 1narried Lucy Haskins in 1846. He
lived in Vermont twenty-seven years, in Ill­
InOIS two years, Michigan eighteen years,
Minnesota eleven years, Colorado six years,
California one_ and a half years. He canle

to l\lower county in 1866. His life has been
chiefly spent at fanl1ing and tradIng. In
1884, he resided in California.

S. Sweningsen, is the present District Clerk
of l\lower county. He was born in \Vinne­

bago county, Illinois, June 29th, 1849, where
he resided until the sumnler of 187 I, when
he came to Goodhue county, Minnesota, and
to .A.ustin the following autunln, where he en­

gaged as a clerk for a while, and then went
to Lyle, and engaged With lrgens ~ Knutson,

General Merchants. In the fall of 1875, he
encracred in the n1ercantile trade at Adanls,b b

under the firm naille ofSweningsen & Co., and
was appointed Post1naster there the follow­
ing year.

In 1816, the finn established a drug store
at Taopi, which they conducted in connec-
tion with their business at Adanls. In the

fall of 1877, they opened a general store at
Rose Creek, and so~n after the finn disposed
of their other 11lerGantile interests. 1\'1r.
Sweningsen continued in trade at Rose Creek

about three years, when he c:une to Austin
in the fall of 188o, and engaged in the boot

and shoe trade, whIch he still continues, un- I

der the finn na~e of Sweningsen & J oh11son.

He was elected to his present official pOSI- I

tioD in the fall 188 I. HIS tern1 \vill expIre t
with Decel11ber 1886. H.e is a Republican,

---- - - ----- - ----"-- -_._-- ---- ---- ---\,~'\.
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politically, but was elected on an Independ­

ent ticket. His wife, whose nlaiden naIne

was Margaret Carr, was born In Illinois.

1'hey have one daughter, Stella May.

SHERIFF.

he succeeded III h~ving recorded the first I

plat of Austin. As an officer, he Iuade an

excdlent one, in whatever capacity he was

placed. His indomitable will power,

coupled with a liberal ll1inded and generous

]. B. Yates, first Sheriff of Mower county, nature, gave 11inl an opportunity to becolne

was born in Lockport, New York, in 1829. a leader anlong the first settlers of the coun­

Re removed with his parents to Cayuga ty. lIe being a generous Illinded man,

county, when but three years of age, re- there Inight here be recorded nlany instances

nlained in Cayuga and Onondaga counties \~hcre ht; has taken it upon hinlself to raIse

until 1848, when he re1110ved to Beaver 1)a111, nloney for various objects, and succeeded

vVisconsin, where he. was engaged in fann- because of his popularity anlong the 111asses.

!ng, hotel and l'nercantile business. .After He possessed a keen, shrewe~ nature, seeing

'coming to Austin, he was for three years en- far into the future, through circumstances of

gaged in the !nercantile trade with V. P. the present. He is a nlan of congenial na­

LeWIS, and for ll1allY years devoted his atten- tqre, and at an early clay was noted for his

tion principally to farnling, his fann being in cunnIng ways. Always lIght hearted and

the town of Lansing, not far distant. "He has hopeful,' he n1-ade a large circle of friends.

also been engaged in the graIll trade. HIS George vV. Bishop was elected Sheriff in

father, David Yates, settled In Columbia 1857, serving two years. Mr. Bishop was

county, vVisconsin, In 1849, where he resided born January 8, 1826, in Genesee county,

until his decease. Mr. Yates has been twice New York. He was Inarried to Martha J.
ll1arried; his first wife, Plunla Morrill, was Whitney, in January, 1851. They lived in •

a native of Canada, and died in 1861; his New York seven years; Ashtabula county,

present wife was ~ebecca Sargeant,daughter Ohio, fourteen years; Boone county, Illinois,

of J~unes T. Sargeant, of Austin Mr. Yates six years, and 1noved to ~10wer county in

by his first nlarnage, ha.s one daughter Sarah, the spring of 1857. He was elected County

wife of Harry Griswold, of St. Paul, where Conlnlissioner frOITI LeRoy township, where

he is engaged in the State Auditor's office. he settled upon COIning to the county. In

By his second and last marriage has one son, 1861 he enlisted in COlupany "K," Fourth

James T. Regill1ent, :rvlinnesota Infantry. His fanlily

J. B. Yates was the first Sheriff elected 1n left the State during the Indian trouble.

Mower county. Anlong the pIoneers of \Vhile in the service he served as sargeant,

lYlower county perhaps there is none more and was dIsabled at Corinth, October 3,

I highly esteemed than Jerry Yates. He has 1862, and was discharged in March, 1863,

I
figured largely in all the public interests of when he returned to DeK..alb county, Illi­

the coun~y: It was through his shrewedness nois, where his fan1ily were. He re-enlisted

j.I. that the COllaty sellt removal was effected. in the 140th Illinois Infantry in the spring of 1t
./ He also displayed his genuine genius, when 1864, and served one year as first quarter-

..J '/ _.- .• - _ .... - _.__ . __ a.. • .• _
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master. He spent a year in Mexico, Mis-·I he raised within the union lines in Tennessee.

souri, after the war, and in 1867 returned to He was killed III com111and of his regiment
Mower county with his fanlily. In 1868 he near Jackson, Mississippi.

was agaIn elected County C0l11l11issiouer, Allan ~llison was one of the earliest to

serving in that capacity till 187I, when he respond to the call of the President for nlen
moved to Chicago, where he still lives and to suppress the rebellion. In fact, he was
operates in real estate. He was adnlitted to the first man to enlist from lVlower county,
the bar at Austin in 1859, but never prac- and the only man froI11 the county who was

ticed his profession nluch. a 111e111ber of _the First NIlnnesota regiment.
- Allan Mollison is the only representative He enlisted for three months and at the end

left of a falnily of five persons, who in 1856 of that time the reginlent was reorganized
emigrated from Canada to l\10\ver county. for the three years' service. H"e particIpated
They settled on a clai111 of go~ern111ent land in the first battle of Bull Run, where his reg­
in the town of Austin. This fam.ily consisted illlent lost 285 nlen In the space of five
of mother and four sons, the father having nlonths, including Captain McCune of his
been killed by the kick of a horse in the cOlnpany, whom Mr. Mollison himself bore
spring of 1850' The family came fro111 fror!! the field in a dyi~g condition. He was
Scotland to Canada in 1843. There were also engaged at Ball's Bluff, where the gal­
eleven children in the falnily, all sons except lant Gen. Haker was killed, and WClS through
the eldest. Four of the sons died in Scot- the Peninsular canlp:.llgn, under Gen. lVlc­
land. Those that canle to Austin WIth their Cldian. He was also at South l\loul1tain,

nlother were as follows: David S. B., now a Antietam and Gettysburg.- After the battle
resident of Dakota; Thonlas S., who enhsted of Antietalll he was transferred to the First
in the \var of the rebellion, in the Sixth \Vi::i- lTnited States regular cavalry. He was in
consin Regiment of Volunteer Infantry, and Generai Grant's campaIgn as far as Cold
was killed by guerillas near Menlphis, Ten- I{arbor, and he accompanied General Sher­

nessee, in 1862. idan in a raid through the Shenandoah Val-

The history of the third son, Edwin S., is ley. I-Ie returned to ~ustin at the expira­
quite a r0111antic one. In the spring of 1857 tion of his term of servi<:e, was elected sher­
he with two other young nlen, nanled Chas. iff of Mower county in 1867 and served four
Bodle and -- Bates, built a s111a11 sail boat years. He has for a nUlllber of years been
at Austin, at the south bridge, and in this a traveling representative of the Minneapolis
boat they sailed down the river to the J\tlis- Harvester \Vorks. :rvlr. Mollison 11larried

sissippi, apd thence to N~w l\ladrid. Fronl Jannet 1\1. 1\Iills, a. da~ghter of Hugh R.
New Madrid they went to CO!U111bus, Ken- Mills, who also settled in the town of ...t\.ustIn
tucky. \Vhen the rebellion broke out he in 1856. Mr. Mills and his wife, also his
entered the C0nfeder~te arnlY as a captain son Hugh D. l\1ills, died at the residence of

j in the 6th Tennessee, and was afterwards Mr. Mollison. The 1110ther of Mr. l\follison I t
1/ made colon~_~f a _:avalry reginl_en~_whic~,~~~_fatal~~_ inj~red__i~ 1868, while alighting ~

.. 1/
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frolll a wagon at her residence, dying the Muscoda, the ternlinus of the road. From
same day. Muscoda she completed the journey by stage,

George Baird, of Austin, settled on the via Prairie du Chien, McGregor, and across

northwest quarter of section 29, in the town the country to Austin. This journey con­
of Lansing, in SeptelnlJer 1856, 'where he sumed sixteen days, and was one of the most
lived with his fall1ily until 1861, when he sold remarkable, in many respects, ever accom­
his farnl and 1110ved to Austin. The farm on plished by a WOlnan. [Further lnentioll will

which he located is now owned by R. O. be lnade of this journey.]

aall of this city. A brether-in-Iaw of Mr. In October 1861, Mr. Baird enlisted in the
Baird, Richard O. Hunt, had preceded hinl 4th Minnesota Regular Volunteer Infantry,
by a few months, with WhOll1 1\1r. BaIrd and and was nlustered out of the service August
wife passed the following winter. Mr. Baird 7th,1865, having served nearly four years. He
had begun the erection of a log house that entered the service as a private, and was reg­
fall, but did not get it ready for h.is fanlily to ularly promoted to a first lieutenant. He
occupy till the following spring. This was participated in the siege of Corinth, battle of
one of the better class of log houses, and was Iuka, and at the fall of Corinth, Grant's siege
the first shingled roof house in the township. of Vicksburg, where the divIsion to which he
Mr. Baird was born in New Haven, Con- belonged, lost heavily. "Vas at the battle of
necticut, in July 1832. vVhen he was (wen- MissIon Ridge, and in Shennan's Atlanta
ty-one years of age, he went to Chicago, Campaign, and in the March to the Sea.
where he worked at his trade, that of car- During the latter calnpaign, and till the close
riage maker. He was married In ChIcago, of the war, he was in command of a com­
to Charlotte· E. Brown, \vho was born in pany. Since his discharge he has resided in
Worcester, Massachusett~, in 1836, and re Austin, where his fall1ily lived during the
moved with her parents to Chicago in 1852. war. After cOIning here he was appointed
Mr. Baird's object in cOIning to Minnesota, Postnlaster of the Austin post office, but re­
was that he nlight secure a penl1anent home signed after ~erving a few months. He was
for himself and fanlily, believing froll1 the ac- elected Sheriff of Mower county in the fall
counts he had. received of Southern J\.1inne- of 1872, which ofllce he held two years. He
:)ota, that here \vas offered such an opportu- is now mail agent on the route between St.
nity as he desired. He left his young wife Paul and McGregor: a position he has held
with her friends near lVlarlison, \Visconsin, since 1875. He owns a fine farm of two
and started out to seek a honle with the re- hundred and forty acres, in the town of Red

sults already given. lVlrs. Baird followed Rock, which he p.urchased :n 1874. Mr.
her husband in Decenlber following. The and Mrs. Baird have four children. Lyman

winter had begun, that terrible winter of D., was born October 17th, 1857. Is an at­
1856 and 1857. She was acconlpanied by tomey at Austin. George Frederick born

j I ~~~~~father as far·as Madison, \VisconsIn, from Decell1ber 25th, 1859~ now in Spink county,

• ~re ~:e ~ollt~nued her journe~by_rail. t~__~a:ota, Erl\var~ C.'. _horn ..December_ 23d, t
,..
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1861, engaged in a bank at Glencoe, 1\1inne­

sota. Their youngest is a daughter, Grace

E., born Septenlber zd, 1872. They lost

three children, all daughters, in infancy.

Reuben O. Hall: senior nlember of the

firm, was born In Rochester, Vennont, In

1829. His ancestors were anlong the early
settlers of the Green lVIountain· State. His

paternal grandfather, a native of Massachu­

setts, renloved to Rochester, SOl1le tillle In

the latter part of the eighteenth century, I

soon after the close of the revolution. He

was a soldier in the war of 1812, and fought

in the battle of Plattsburg. \Vhen the sub­

ject of this brief biography was twenty-one,

being of Douglas's opinion, that Vernlont

was a good State to 11love froln, he turned

his back on his native hills and canle west as

far as \Vaukau, \Vinnebago county, \ViSCCll­

SIn. After a short stay, he left that place for

LaSalle county, Illinois. He resided succes­

sively in LaSalle, Lee and DuPage counties,

Illinois, until he canle to .A.ustin, In J 873.

Before couli.ng to Minnesota, he was eng~g­

ed in the ll1ercantile and Inilling business.

1\1r. Hall was Sheriff of Mower county

frol11 January 1874 to January 1878. He is
now the efficient presiding officer of the

school board In Austin. His 111arnage t~

Francis A. Snlith took place in \Vinnebago

county, vVisconsln, in [852. The remova

to Illinois took place in the saIne year. IVlrs.

Hall was born in Schoharie, Schoharie

county, New York, In 1834, and. came to

i \Visconsin with her parents in 18S I. ~1r.

I and ~frs. Hall ha.ve six children, Chariotte

j~
., wife of C. L. \Vcst; Eliz1. 1\1., wife of L.

. D. Baird} ~r~~lk ~._~_:vho _~~a~_~:~~:e_.~f l~is
~ ~ -

father's farnl in the town of Lansing; Fred­

qie, Burt, and Jay.

:Nlr. Hall's father ~nd 1110ther were both

natives of Rochester, V·ermont. The former,

whose naole was Reuben, was bomjn 1801,

the latter In 1799. They caIne to \Visconsin

in 1852. In 1868, they settled in Lansing,
where the father died in 1881. The mother

is still living, at the advanced age of eighty­

five.

Henry B. Cory is a representative pioneer

of this county. His father, Thonlas \V. Cory,

\yas born at New Bedford, 1rlassachusetts, in

l\iay, 1812. He went to sea in the whal­

ing service when sixteen.years of age, which

occupation he followed for a period of twelve

years. He \vas ll1arried, at the age of thirty­

four years, to Alilelia Barker. She was born

in ~'1assachu:-ietts; is a daughter of Captain
S:ll11uel Barker, of Nantucket. He renloved _

f'·o:n ~:!as~~chusetts to l'vlercer. county, Illin­

ois, and thence to Rock -Island, in the sa111e

State~ about 1846, where he engaged In bus­

Iness, establishing the first sash and door

f~ctory at. that place. He there 11larried his

second wife, having lost his first wife in 1850.

His second wife, .who survives her husband,

was Mary Ann \Vater!l1an, born at Genesee,

Livingston county, Ne~v York. The falllily
ren10ved froll1 Illinois,· to Mower county,

April 19, 1853, and located on section one,
in' the township of R.acine. Two years later

IVlr. Corey entered land across the county

line, in Filhnore c?unty, where he lived until

1880, when he reinoved to the State of Ten­

nessee, hoping the nlilder cliulate of that

State would benefit his declining health, but I
his death occurrecl DeceInber 22, 1882. I t

IVIr. Corey was of Scotch descent~ and
--- --------.-- ----.--- --- ------:-.~__'l,,,
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possessed many of the peculiarities of that Blodgett, and were elected in the fall of i 856..
race. He was a ll1an of decided character, 'Villiam B. Spencer, one of the pioneers
honest and upright in business transactions, of Mower county, is a native of Rhode Isl­
and was highly esteeuled in the comlnunity and, born in the town of Covington, Sep­
in which he lived so long. Being of a quiet tember 5, 1.823. vVhen three years of age
disposition and sonlewhat retired in his hab- his parents nloved to Canada, liVIng there
its, he was better known by his sterling qual- until he was nine, then l110ved into New York
ities of character than by active participa- State, town of Deerfield, Rensselaer county.
tion in the issues of the day. On the or- When nIne more years were added to his
ganization of Fillmore county he was ten·· age they went to \Varren county, Pennsyl­
dered a seat in the legislature by appoint- vanIa. He was married October I I, 1842,
ment, which he declined. I-Ie was one of to Elizabeth McGee. She was bonl in Warren
the comrnissioners appointed by, the gover- November 18, 1825. They remained there
nor, to divIde the territory of Fillmore county till 1855, then wIth a team started to seek a
into the present counties of Fillmore, Hous- home in the then far west.

ton and Winona. Henry B. Cory was born At Dunkirk they, with their teanl, em­
in Mercer county, IllInOIS, March 8, 1884, barked on a boat for Toledo, there tooK cars
and came to Mower county with his father's for Chicago, from there made their way with

fanlily in 1853. He was a member of the teanl to Lafayette county, Wisconsin. They
Second Minnesota cavalry in the war of ~the were accompanied In their journey by a

• rebellion. brother and sister. Mter a rest of two
In the fall of 1866 he went to Winona, months they started for Minnesota. The

where he engaged in mason work and re- men were sick and 'the wife and sister
sided until the fall of J877, when he returned drove the teams. They came to the
to this county. He was postmaster in the river at McGregor, pushed on to Mo­

House of Representatives in the years 1875, nona, Iowa, where Mr. Spencer left his
1876-77. In 1879 he engaged in mercan- family and C8.nle to Mower county in search
tile trade at Grand lVleadow. He was elect- of a sl~itable location. He bought a claim
ed sheriff of lVlower county in the fall of in section 29, town 101, range 14, now known
1878, and has served in that capacity since, as the town of LeRoy. After purchasing

ll1aking an efficient and capable officer. this claim he returned to Iowa for his family,
Mr. Cory married Anna M. Scribner, a who, on their arrival at their new home,
daughter of Samuel Scribner. They have nloved into the log cabin and there lived
four children-Maude A., Henry B., Susan untIl 1857, when he built a farnl house. At

1., Selia E. the first election .for county officers held in
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS. the fall of 1856, he was elected County Conl-

The first Board of County Conlmissioners nlissioner, and' held that office during the

~ 1elected in the county" was constituted ofW. memorable county seat"contest. In January, t
_j / B. Spe~cer, George H. Bemis and H. C__I_8_5_7_,_h_e_w_a_s_c_al_Ie_d_t_0_F_r_a_n_k_fo_r_d_t_o_a_t.._t_en_d__.""",,, co
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court as witness. The snow was very deep, IRensselaerville, Albany county, New York,
the crust very hard, and as no track had I October 25, 1808. His younger days \vere

been broken, he was obliged to make the spent at school and on· the farm. After fin­

tlip on foot, a dis~ance of fourteen miles. ishing his studies pe engaged in teaching

Dr. Jones accompanied him. They started winters, and in agricultural pursuits In the

for honle one afternoon, and about halfway, I sunlmer. He was ordained a 111inister of the
were struck by a severe snow storn1. Know- M. E. church at a 1l1eeting of the Troy con­

ing they could not find their way in the dark-II ference at Schenectady, New York, ~Iay J 5,
ness, concluded to spend the nIght where I 1853, by Bishop \Vaugh. He never as­

they were, on the open praine. Dr. Jones I sun1ed pastoral duties but preached when­

broke the crust for a little distance and I ever called upon, doing good \vork In Inany

tramped back and forth all nIght; while Mr. places. He was married l\iarch 15, 183 2 ,

Spencer burrowed in under the crust and to Sinai Tanner. She was born In Albanv
..... '

lay there until four o'cloc~ next mornIng. county, New York, February 24, 1809.

The storm had ceased, the moon caIne out, They remaIned two years in Albany county

they started for hon1e and reac~ed it in the after their marriage.. They then n10ved to

early morn. At the first election he was Schoharie county, to\vn of Fulton, where

elected a Inember of the town board. In they bought a fann and lived for seven years.

October, 1861, he enlisted, and assisted Cap- They then sol<~ out and returned to Albany

tain Moore in raising Company K, Fourth county, where they ren1ained until 1854,

Minnesota; went with the regiment as second then n10ved to Greene county. In the sum­

lieutenant to Fort Snelling. During the mer of 1856 Mr. Beach came to Minnesota

winter he was taken sick and tendered his to find a home for his family, coming di­

resignation on account of sickness of himself rectly to Mower county. He purchased land

and family, which was accepted. He en- in sections 32-33, town 101, range 18, now

listed again in 1862 in Company M, First known a~ the town of Lyle, After purchas­
Minnesota Mounted Rangers, and was mus- ing the land he returned to New York State

tered in as fir3t orderly sargeant; went to the for his family, returning \vlth thenl as far as

western frontier with Sibley's expedition; Fulton, on the IVlississIppi, his son John ac­

served fourteen months then was mustered companyIng them,. \vhile their son \Vilson

out with the regiment at St. Paul. started with three horses, a \vagon and a

Farming claims his attentIon-at the pres- buggy. At Albany he enlbarked on a canal

ent time, raIsing grain and stock. Mr. and boat for Buffalo, where he took passage for

Mrs. Spencer are the parents of four children, Chicago on a steanler. He then struck out

Marcia A., Henrietta A., William H., Eliza- overland, and nlet the fatnily at Fulton, and

beth J. Marcia is a graduate at the State proc~ededwith .thenl to their new hOine. The

Normal School at \Vinona, Minnesota. family Inoved into the house that was on

j
Rev. Alanson Beach, one of the pioneers the land at the tilne he bought it. It was a t

of Mower' county, was born in the town of large log house with a puncheon floor, and" .

)£1/:..-__------------------------- "-
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a stone chinlney on the outside. The fanl- in the City of Milwaukee, 'Visconsin. At !

:ily lived in this house sonle years. He then the tinle of his nlarriage he settled on the
built a large franle house. Mr. Beach died farnl t!lat he now occupies, in section 32,
July 30, 1877. Mrs. Beach still 111akes her to,vn of Lyle. In 1882 he nlovedto AustIn,
home at the old place. They had three where he now lives.
chIldren born to them"-John, 'Vilson, Zil- In the fall of 1871 Hiram E. Tanner was
lah T. Zillah is now the wife of Janles elected and served during the years 1871,
Geslie, and lives In the town of London, 1873, 1874 and 1875. He was born in New
Freeborn county. Mr. Beach was prolll1- York, Novelllber 26, 1817. When a young
nent in town and county nlatters, and held 111an he went with his parents to Pennsyl­
varIOUS offices of trust. He was county vanIa. In July, 1841, he was married to
conlnlissloner for eight years; was chainnan Eliza V. lVleeker, a native of New York. In
of the board a greater part of the tinle. Noveulber, 1856, they came to Minnesota,
Their oldest son, Tohn~ was born in Renssel- stopping at 'Vinona over that winter. The
aerville, Albany county, New York, May following spring they canle to Mower county,
16, 1833. When he was one year old his and settled on section 1 of Red Rock town­
parents nloved to Schoharie county, and ship, where they lived until the date of their
lived seven years. They then returned death. Mr. Tanner died June 8, 1880, and

to Albany county, where he greYf to rnan- his wife died April 2, 1872.
hood. 'Vhen he was twenty-one years old Mr. Tanner was· a staunch Republican
he went to Greene county, New York, ~and and held several other offices within Mower
took charge of his grandfather's farm. In county. He was highly esteemed by all
1855 he made a trip to low·a, but returned who knew hInl. Their family consisted of
to New York State, remaining until the fall five children, of whom Oscar L., was one;
of 1856, when he caIne with his father's fanl- \vho enlisted in 1862, and was killed at Mo­
ily to Mower county. He took a clainl 111 bile, April 8.
section 26, where he lived three years. He John Gilligan was born in Ireland, 1\fay 6,
then bought land in sections 32-33, a por- 1846, was but three years of age when his
tion of which he ilnproved. He lived here parellts e111igrated to Anlerica. He Inade
two years and then n10ved to the old h01l1e- his hOl1le with his parents, who settled in
stead, which he has since occupied. He Adams township, Mower county, in 1856,
was married September 3, 1856, to Cathe- ,vhere he lived until 1871, when he bought
rine M. J\forrison. They have three chil- the north half of the southeast quarter of sec­
dren-lVlary A., Frank lVI., KatIe IVI. \Vil- tion 36~ where he has erected a good set of
son was born In Schohane county, New farm buildings, including a dwelling house,
York, Nlay 17, 1836. He nlade his honle barn and granary. His farn1 contains two ~ i

with his parents, except while in the se~vice hundred and forty acres, nearly all ill1proved. l

j
during the rebellion, until 1869, when he was He was ulan-ied in April, 1871 , to lVlarYJ ~

,y' married to Mary 0.' Sabin. She was born Madden, daughter of WilIi:~_l\<~:d~~n.. Mr. '" r
"JL-------------------------------------- k
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Gilligan has been prominent in public affairs. of Supervisor, Assessor and Justice of the
He has filled the various offices of trust' in Peaca.
the town. He was also elected to the office

Orlando C. LaBar, caIne to Mower county,
of County Commiss~oner, serving very satis-

Minnesota, in lVlar.ch 1865, and settlerl at
factorily.

Lansing, and engaged in farming. In 1884,
Andrew J. French caIne to the town of l\tIr. LaBar 'vas engaged in buying grain,

Windonl, in October, 1861, at which tinle which business he has followed at different
he purchased eighty acres of land in section tinles since J 869. He was born in Rock­
seven, and forty acres In the sectIOn joining fort, Carbon county, Pennsylvania, May 29,
in the town of Austin. The land in \Vindom 1846. His parents were. natives of Pennsyl­
was unimproved ,vith the exception of one vania. In 1855, they 1110ved to \Visconsin,
acre, which had been broken. There was a andsettleCl at Berlin, Green Lake county,
log house on the place into which the family and fronl there wentto Fop.s!u Lac county,
moved, and in which th~y residerl until and in 1865, canle to :YIower county as
1872, when he erected the franle house which above stated, where the parents dled. They :
they now occupy. Mr. Fren.ch has in1- had a fal11i1y of nine children, the subject of :

proved and beautified the place by planting I this sketch being the eighth. He was raised
shade and fruit trees as well as shrubs. He on a farnl, and received. a good conlnlon
was born in the town of Anlsterdanl, l\tlont- school educati9n. In 1872, he bought a farm
gornery county, New York, November 30. in sectIon 28, in Udolpho township, to which
1824. \Vhen he was fifteen years old his he renl0ved in the spring of 1873. He now
parents moved to Oneida county, where he owns 320.acres in the township. ~1r. La­
grew to nlanhood. He was joined in nlar- Bar is a Republican, and has been a nlenlber
riage February 7, 1850, to l\1:ary A. Carter. of the board of county conlinissioners fronl
She ,vas born In the town of Solon, Che- 1876 to 188!, two years of which time he
nango county, New York. They lived in was ch~Innan. l\Ir. LaBar was lllarried in
Oneida county untIl 1861. In }vIarch of that October 1869, to l\'1ary Stokes. She was
year canle to Mower county and spent the born near Oshkosh, "\Visconsin. Her par­
SUlllnler one 111ile west of AustIn, cOllling ents rnoved to i\'1ower county in the fall of
from there to \VindoIn, as before stated. Mr. 1865, and settled in the town of Udolpho,
and Mrs. French are parents of six children. where the Blother died. The father lived in
Charles J. was born March 29, 1852, and the to,vnship until 1877, when he went to
died March 18,1873. Frances L., Marshall Utah. He now lives in Idaho. Rev. George
E., Marcia ...~., born January I I, 1862; died Stokes, the father of l\lrs. LaBar, is renlenl­
March 21, 1884. John H., 1-1innie D. beredby.theoldsettlersa~al1honest,upright

Since cOIning to the county, 1\1r. French man, and a true Christian. He has the
has been prorninent in both to\vn and county credit of holding the first religious services in

j affairs. He has served as County Conlnlis- several townships, and of organIZIng a num- t
sioner, and in the to\vn has filled the office ber of churches in the county. 1-1r. and

/~/ ._________________ .I "-"
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Mrs LaBar have two children, Jessie V.,
George S. •

Charles L. Schroeder, was born in Wal­
dreck Province, Prussia, Novenlber 2I, 1844.

Came to the United States in 1849, with his
father's family, and settled in \Vashington
county, Wisconsin. Charles L., caIne to this
town with his older brothers, Henry and

John, in 1865. Two years later he bought
80 acres in' section 30, and has since added
240 acres more, and now owns a fine farnl of

320 acres, all of which is under good cultiva­

tion. January 24, 1874, he went to 'Vash­
ington county, Wisconsin, where he was
nlarried to Elizabeth Christgan. She was
born in Washington county, November 7,
1849. Her father, Matthias Christgan. came

from Baeran in 1~47. Her parents conle to
Racine township in 1875, and resides on Mr.
Schroeder's farm, her father being 72 years
of age. Mr. and Mrs. Schroeder have three
children-Alma, born in 1878, Cora, in 1880,
Elnora, in 1883. Mr. Schroeder ,vas elected
county commISSIoner in 1881. He has
served on the town board of supervisors, also
as clerk and treasurer of his school district,
and has been prominent in the affairs of the
town and county, and is one of their trusted

men.

~
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he started for Minnesota, hiring a nlan~ with
team to take hiulself and fanlily to Calmar,
Iowa, at which place he left his fanlily and
proceeded to Mower county. He took a

claIm on section 28, and erected a log cabin
as before stated, after which he returned to
Calmar, for his fanlily, returning in July. He
Inade this farnl his honle, until his death,

June 3rd, 1878. His widow still lives on the
hOl1lestead. There were seven childen born
to theIn, five of whom are now living. Hans
C., Clara., Sarah., Helen., Maria. Hans C.,

the only son now living, was born in Nor­
way, August 18th, J838. His time in his
native land was spent in school and on the
farm. He was fifteen years of age, when he
came to An1erica with his parents; he has al­
ways made his honle with them. He was
lnarried in 1864 to Rachel Richardson. She
was born In Norway. They have eight
children, Stena, Lena, Andrew, Nellie,
Maria, Fena, Helen, Henry. Mr. Anderson
now owns and. occupies the hOlnestead He
has built a good frame house and bam; he
has bought additional land, an10unting at the
present to 320 acres. Mr. Anderson has
been prominent in town and county affairs.
He has held the office of assessor and super­
visor; at the present time is a member of the

Andres Anderson, one of the first settlers board of county cOlnmlssioner, to which of-
of Mower county, was born in Norway, In fice he was elected in the fall of 1880.

1801. When a young 11lan, he learned the J. B. Graves was born In St. Lawrence
blacksmith's trade, and worked on the first county, New York, May 21St, J828. "Vhen
steamboa~ that ever floated on Lake Mjoson, ten years of age, his parents n10ved to Wal­
he followed his trade In Norway until 1853, worth county, Wisconsin, where he grew to

I

when he left his native land and caIne to lnanhood, receiving his education in the log \
America, landing at Quebec, thence to Mil- school house of that day. When nineteen

j waukee, and from there to Dane county, years of age, he serve~ an apprentice-ship at t
where he spent the winter. In June, 1854, the carpenter's trade, which business he has

'v~I/__~- •---- --.---..-.------ -------------------------------"4" 3 .....
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followed nlost of the tinle since. Mr. Graves !

was lllarried, January, 1854, to Margaret
Clark. She was born In Otsego county,
New York, in 1833. In the spring of 1861,
they canle to ¥ower county, 1',11 innesota,
and settled In Brownsdale, where he has
since resided. !vIr. and Mrs. Graves have
four children, Edwin B., Alice C., Mary L.
and Howard. 1\-lr. Graves, in politics, is a
staunch Democrat, and a 111ember of the
present board of county C01111nissioners. He!
is a 11lenlber.of Laf~yette Lodge, No. 116, A. I
F. and A.. M., at Brownsdale.

A. C. Bisbee, ex-county conlIuissioner i:5 a
native of York State, born in Delaware coun­
ty, February 22nd, 1823. He \vas- reared to
agricultural pursuits, receiving a common
school education. \Vhen a young nlan he
learned the trade of mIllwright, at which' he

worked for a nunlber of years. In 1850 he
settled on the present site of the village of
Fairwater, Wisconsin. He laid out that vil-

lage, and in fact was the founder of it. Dur­
ing his residence there, he nlade a trip to
California, going over-land with teams; was
six months on the way. He returned by way
of the Isthmus. The following spring, 1866,
came to Mower county, and settled on the
northwest quarter of section 27, in the town·
of Nevada, where he now lives. His farm
contaIns 620 acr~s, nearly all of which is un­
der cultivation. He has been twice married.
His first wife to whonl he was married in
1858, was Nancy Harwood. Four children
blessed this union. Rufus A.~ Burton A.,
George H., Chancy. 1\1rs. Bisbee died in
1867. His second 11larriage was ill 1868.
By this union there .are seven children,
nanled Virgil, :Nlaria, Alta, Lulu, Curtis, Al­
len and Sadra. Mr. Bisbee has filled the of­
fices of town clerk, assessor, justice of the
peace, and at present i~ a nlelnber of the

board of supervisors.
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