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Elkton Village, situated in Marshall twp.
was platted in section 1, twp. 102, range
16, Jan. 25,1887 by W. E. Richardson and
Frank A. Day.

Twenty-seven voters signed a petition
to the county commissioners to set a time
and place for voters to vote on incorpora-
ting. January 2, 1906 was designated as
the date and Hartje's Hall as the place to
hold election. The 27 voters who signed
the petition were:

G. W. Eastman, John A. Jech, W. F.
Jordan, Henry Bade, Samuel Swenson,
T. D. Mahoney, Chas. Keitzing, Harry
Phillips, O. M. Woods, Jos. Fitzgerald,
Frank Smith, C. A. Norell, H. Griebenow,
John Schuett, Albert D. Kraft, Herman
Kraft, W. M. Barber, Fred C. Kraft, Frank
Griebenow, O. J. Myhre, Chas. C. Hagen,
H. Steingraber, Chas. Marquardt, Herman
Gomer, Tom Christ, A. Holm and C.
Carlson.

Twenty-three votes were cast - 17 for
incorporation and six against.

January 30, 1906 at Hartjels Hall was
set to elect the first officers for Elkton.
They were:

President of council, G. W. Eastman;
Councilmen - H. Kraft, C. C. Hagen, W. F.

Jordan; Recorder - O. J. Myhre (clerk of
election); Treasurer- Sam Swensorr;
Justice of Peace - O. M. Woods and H.
Steingraber; Constable - Fred Kraft and
John Schuett; Assessor - W. Gildemeist-
er.

Some of the early projects the council
had were: repairing the windmill, con-
struction of a sidewalk on the north side
of Main Street in 1908, and donation of
$25 for benefit of the Baseball Nine. ln
March 191 1 Henry Sass was elected clerk.
but in April he resigned and George
Eastman was appointed in his place.

On April 2, 1912 the council passed a
motion to tear down the Stout building
where the tavern and cafe are now. The
building had been vacant for several
years. Herman Gomer got the bid for the
job at $85. W. Gildemeister had the job of
taking care of the windmill for $1 a month.

President of the Village Council over
the years is as follows: G. W. Eastman,
1906-1907; Will Gildemeister, 1907-1908;
Charlie Hagen, 1908-1911; Will Gildemeis-
ter, 1911-1913; Detlef Hagen, 1913-1914;
J. G. Meyers, 1914-1915; W. Gildemeist-
er, 1915-1916; F. C. Kraft, 19'16-1918;
August Neubauer, 1918-1924; (no
minutes available from 1924-1933); John
Schwerin, 1933-1935; Roy Lagerval,
1935-1961; Richard Hemingway, 1961-
1962; Myron Hokeness, 1962-1975; Anton
Wellik, Dec. 1975-present.

Treasurers: Sam Swenson, 1906-1914;
L. C. Carder, 1915-1920; J. F. Schneid-
er, 1920-1933; Elmer Schwerin, 1933-
1935; Sam Swenson, 1935-1961; Bernice
Hokeness, 1 961 -present.

Clerks: O. J. Myhre, 1906-1911; G. W.
Eastman, 1911-1912; O. J. Myhre.
1912-1918; Fred Kraft, 1918-1924; Fred
Kraft, 1945-1961; Bonnie Danielson, 1961-
1975; Mary Lou Schwerdtfeger, 1975-
present.

Electricity was brought into the village
in the late 20's, and the present water
system was put in during 1946. Curb and
gutter and new streets were added in
1965.
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Sam Swenson ln His General Store

GENERAL STORE
The general store, a square, red

brick, 2-story building housed the tiny
post office, and was the hub of daily life
with people coming and going for mail
and groceries. Sam Swenson ("Sam", as
he was called by young and old), spent
close to 40 years in this work. Charlie
Hagen was in the store before him in the
early 1900s. According to reports the
store was built by Hagen and Hartje.

Along one side and far back into the
store were the counters that displayed
dishes, cigars, dress materials, gloves,
hosiery, men's shirts, school supplies, and
so on. Groceries lined the east wall, with a
hanging stick with a wire pincer at one
end to grasp boxes high on the shelves.
There were big drawers for bulk grocer-
ies, the round cheese holder with its
heavy knife, the tobacco and snuff with
the guillotine-like knife for cutting the
chewing tobacco, the large two-wheeled
coffee grinder with the tin container into
which the fragrant coffee beans were
ground. Then there was the container in
back for kerosene, which filled many
spouted kerosene cans for the lamps
which we all used. The vinegar barrel with
its spigot supplied pungent vinegar for

canning relishes and pickles. Nor can we
forget the egg corner with its crates and
paper dividers and also the various
baskets and pails in which eggs were
brought to the store. Also the egg candler
before whose dim light we held
suspicious eggs to determine their
freshness. The big boxes of cookies, sold
by the pound in a paper sack, rather than
pre-packaged as they are now, were
tempting to taste. Along part of a wall
were shelved shoes, and in front of this
was a rolling ladder, a joy to climb and
ride on as we searched for shoes too high
to be reached.

Some of the clerks in the store were
Celia (Rogne) Ouast, Ella (Wohlers)

Gibbs, Mamie Knutson and Florence
(Gibbs) Schwerin.

The post office was a small cubicle
walled on one side by the mail boxes,
perhaps 25 in number, on the other side
by a big roll top desk, and on the inner
wall by the desk and boxes for the rural
mail carrier. The rural mail carrier during
the 20s and early 30s was Howard Smith.
He as a young man, with his wife Elsie
and two young daughters, Virginia and
Marion, had moved from Wisconsin.
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He was patient and reliable, with the
cold blizzards and drifted roads of winter
and the mud of spring that mired wheels
in the black deep ruts of the narrow dirt
roads that laced the countryside.

After Sam's retirement the store was
run in turn by Bray from Blooming Prairie,
Miles Otto, and Frank Henderson.

Over the store in front were a couple of
rooms which were usually rented by
bachelors. The remainder of the upstairs
was a large hall where many dances were
held. Some of us remember A. T.
Anderson playing the violin, Gus Hanson
the guitar, Frank Klaehn his accordion,
and various ones chording on the piano
while people of all ages did the polka, the
schottische, a waltz, two step and square
dance.

Today this big brick building is pretty
much the same on the outside, but has
undergone many modern changes on the
inside. Margaret and Lawrence Tiede-
mann have been in the store since 1966.
They made living quarters in the east half
of the building. They have two married
children- Margene Myhre of Grand

il

Meadow and Dwight in service. Marg-
aret's mother and father both came from
Norway and settled in Pleasant Valley
township in 1882. Lawrence's father and
mother came from Germany and settled
in Dexter township about 1904. Lawrerrce
was born at the farm home and still owns
it. The elevator at Sutton burned the day
Lawrence was born.

HARDWARE STORE AND
LUMBER YARD

Across the street from the general store
stood another big, square, 2-story hard-
ware store building. ln 1902 Sam Swen-
son came from Blooming Prairie to
manage this. He had worked at Gibbon,
Minn. for three years. The Hayes Lucas
Lumber Yard was added later. Wagons
and trucks could drive into its central
driveway to load lumber. ln later years it
was managed by Henry Sa"ss, then
William Spear, and then William Buys-
man. Then for some time it was a fertilizer
and feed store. Now it is owned by Norby
Jech, and used as a warehouse to store
Jacques corn, alfalfa and soybeans.

riw
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lvan DeSart, George Hoppin and Uoyd Uglum.
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ln the 1920s Superintendent R. G.

Hunter and his wife and daughter,
Barbara, lived upstairs over the hardware
store. There were about five very large
rooms plus storage roonls, which made
spacious living quarters. The William
Buysmans also used this upstairs for their
home. ln this day ar,d age it would not be
considered very modern, and is not used
any more.

JECH

Norby's grandfather, John Jech Sr',
came from Germany and settled on this
farm. He cleared the woods and built the
house and buildings which are still
standing. Norby and Georgia have now
added a mobile home to the farm.

Norby and Georgia Jech have one
daughter, Jean, who graduates from high
school this year. They live on the farm
where [\orby's parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Richard ..!ech farmed for many years.
Georgia is the secretary at the Middle
School.

CLOCK SHOP

The building between the general store
and post office has seen many uses. At
one time 0. J. Myhre had a store here.
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Nicol had a grocery
store for many years and lived in the back
part. Then Mrs. William Spear operated
the grocery store, and Van Zantens built a
locker plant in the back. Menard Johnson
operated the locker plant for some time.
Since 1957 the building was owned and
operated as the Danielson Dairy Farm
Store. ln 1975 Chuck Mullenbach of
Rochester bought the store and is

i'emodeling and getting ready to have a

shop named "Chuck's Antique Clocks
and Watches."

BLACKSMITH SHOP
At the east end of Main Street on the

north side stood the wooden 2-story
building owned by Charlie Marquardt. ln
the front were two big dooi's with a low
ramp through which were led the horses
to be shod. One could Pass the open
doors and see darkly within a horse, his
leg bent and resting in Charlie's hand and
on his knee, as he pounded the shoe. He
always wore a big smudged apron. At one
side was the forge, and it was fascinating
to watch as he pounded the red hot bars

and saw the sparks flying; then he
plunged the hot metal into sizzling water.

ln the back, outside, was a stairway to
the living quarters of the family - his wife,
sons Arlo, Ted, Carl and Herman, and a

daughter Leona. lt was a snug, low roofed
apartment, the rooms small, with many
plants abloom in the windows.

This building was in later years re-
built into a house, in which lvan and
Leona DeSart lived with their children
Lois, Audrey, Everett, and Donna MaY.
Others living here were Stephen Mangels,
Allen Paulsons, Mrs. Triplett and Clarence
Olsens. lt is now owned by Mark and
Connie Rabine.

WMawi:,ii::!::*tiiili,i:: j : : : :iirrr : i

f mplement Shop,left: Blacksmith Shop
far right.

IMPLEMENT SHOP
Beside the lumber yard was a garage

and repair shop owned by A. T. Anderson
who worked with motors, tires and
cars--his hands and trousers always
greasy and smudged. He spoke with a

decided Norwegian accent. The building
was large and dimly lit. ln front of the
shop was an old car seat, a comfortable
spot for men to sit and visit and pass time.

This building has been changed many
times. For some years it was used for
various things such as storing eggs and
fertilizer. For a short time there was a

barber shop in it. About the middle 1940s
Bill Spear and Newton Stateler rebuilt the
original building into a cafe and gas

station with two apartments above' Mrs.
Spear managed the cafe, which was
roomy, and inviting, with that good home
cooking. The Spears lived above the cafe
and the Statelers above the station.

ln the 1950s the Richard Hemingways
remodeled the cafe into living quarters.
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They had two boys, Rich and Rande, and
later two girls, Roeann and Renae.

Some of the families who lived in the
upstairs apartments were the Lee
Andersons, the Donald Andersons, the
Jim Pooles, Stephen Mangels, Elmer
Greenlees and Myrtle Gilderhus.

For quite a number of years the building
was empty. ln 1968 Myron and Bernice
Hokeness took over the building and
remodeled it again, adding a fourth
apartment. At the present time it is

occupied by Kathie Norby and daughter,
Deanna; Dennis and Nancy Lewison and
son, Jamie; and Vince and Jayne Kellner
Jr. and son, Travis. The large downstairs
apartment is used as a catechetical school
for the Middle school.

ELKTON DEPOT
The Elkton depot, one of Elkton's

best known landmarks, was closed
October 1, 1957 and removed several
years later. lt was built in the early 1900s.

ln early years the waiting room was
cold and dark, with the agent in his office
behind the ticket window, as he sat
before the clicking, chattering telegraph
to which amazingly at times he
responded. Through the side window to
the south we could see and then hear the
Chicago Great Western train, smoking,
whistling, then thundering to a halt, while
the conductor appeared at a car end and
set down a stool for passengers, and the
agent ran down the line of cars to the mail
car where he quickly threw the several
buckled and padlocked canvas bags that
held the daily mail from Elkton. These had
been carefully posted by hand by the
postmaster, and often he came running
down the cinder road to reach the train
just in time.

There are still freight trains passing
through Elkton, but quite a change from

the days when many passenger and
freight trains (some over 150 cars) were
running. Counting f reight cars was a

favorite childhood pastime.
Sorne of the station agents we

remember were the Nelsons, Pete
Petersons, Elmer Andersons and Roy
Lagervalls.

FARMERS STATE BANK
On October 8, '1913 a notice was sent

to subscribers for stock in the proposed
bank at Elkton. On October 10, 1913 a

meeting was held in Swenson's Hall. An
authorization to commence a banking
business was made on October 29, 1913.

E. F. Greening was the first president of
the bank and L. C. Carder the first cashier.
There were 21 original stockholders and a
capital stock of $10,000 to start with,
made up of 100 shares of $100 each. The
banking business was first carried on in
what is now the liquor store. The original
board of directors included E. F'

Greening, Sam Swenson, Gus Jacobson,
G. W. Eastman, A. T. Anderson and D. H.

Spreckles.
The bank was built in 1916. ln 1920 G.

W. Eastman was elected president and J.
F. Schneider cashier. William Dean
became president of directors in 1921 ,

and Sam Swenson in 1932. ln 1930 G. S.

Hanson became cashier, succeeding Glen
Wilmot.

ln 1950 an addition was built on to the
bank for an office and storage. lt was at
this time that Bob Schneider first came to
work in the bank. Last year his son, Mike,
joined him. Ruth Hamilton left the bank
this year after 21 years of service. Bonnie
Grundmeier and Mavis Wermager make
up the rest of the staff, with GerrY
Mulholland working part time.

The bank is now starting construction
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on an addition in the back with interior
remodeling and a new entrance.

ln October, 1963, the 50th anniversary
of the bank was held.

SHE ELY

Darold and Mary Jo Sheely live in the
house next to the bank. They have a baby
daughter. Brenda. Darold has the oil
station and mechanic shop.

Early residents of this house were Mr.
and Mrs. David Nicol and family, and Mrs.
Lucy Gibbs. Later Bill and Betty Rabine
lived here with their three girls, Valerie,
Vicki and Vanette. Then Duane and
Shirley Jendersee and children Carmen,
Jay and Candy resided here.

Before this house was built there was a
creamery and cheese factory here. Marvin
Garfield ("Cheesey") was one man who
had charge of this. This building burned
down in the middle 20s. I can remember
very vividly when the building burned. I

was standing f ar across the street
watching the huge flames and billows of
smoke while feeling the intense heat.

'CORNER CAFE'

The corner tavern and cafe was
originally a 2-story building with living
quarters upstairs, and in early years was a
grocery store. Holtz was the first one in
this store, and then the Frank Stout
family. Millie Bachtold remembers going
in a lumber wagon to buy groceries and
see Lucy Stout who was about her age.
This building was torn down in 1912 after
being vacant for several years.

A one story building replaced this,
which through the years has been used
for different things. For a short time it was
used to sell cars. O. J. Myhre had the first
saloon, and the "pool hall" was managed
by various owners.

"Red" and Edna Winslow combined it
with a cafe in the 1930s. Glenn and Lillian
Miller were owners until this past winter
when it was sold to Mr. and Mrs. Rick
Peer of Mclntire. lowa. They have a year
olci son, Rick.

PICTURE OF OLD SCHOOL
Mr. and Mrs. Adolph Jech live on the

south edge of town on the west side of
the road in a house which was at one time
the village school house. Adolph worked
on the railroad for many years. They have
two married children, fularvin and
Barbara. Their oldest son, Donald, was
killed in an accident last summer. They
came to this house 24 years ago when
they quit farming. Their parents came
from Germany about 1888, and other
relatives settled here and in South
Dakota.

After the new school house was built in
town this building was left empty. Miss
Martha Bingham was the teacher in the
little school house for a long time. Mr. and
Mrs. Albert Kraft and children Clarence,
Rosena and Rebecca lived here for many
years after changing it into a house.

SWITZER

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Switzer live on the
south edge of town. They came here in
1952 to work on the railroad. Their
married children are Dennis, Janice,
Diane, Mary and Evonne. At homc are
Gregory, Renae and Bradley, Their grand-
parents were born in lowa, Minnesota,
Canada and Massachusetts.

Before them the Art Culbert family lived
here and he was also foreman of the
section crew on the railroad.

Mr. and Mrs. Max Pinke--About 7915
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Elkton School Students and Teacher--about 1917or lgl8.

Before them the Henry Wohlers family
lived here. Their children were Bill, Fred,
lda, Rose and Ella.

ln early years this house was smaller
and closer to the railroad. Someone re-
members whcn Mr. Klitzing lived there.

HAAG

Carl and Marjorie Haag live on a farm at
the south edge of Elkton since 1939. The
land was bought from August Neubauer
in 1962. Mrs. Neubauer's parents, the
Gildermeisters, were the original owners.
There are four children, Marcelle Hodson,
Robert McCullough, Darlene Payne, and
Charles Haag. The Haag family is of
German descent.

VAN

Olin and Edna Van live in the cute
little house by the village park. Ole was a
bachelor until Edna's winning ways and
cheery disposition changed that in 1968.
Ole worked on the railroad until he retired.
Edna spent many years working in the
Corner Cafe and Tavern. They have one
son, Wayne Winslow in Colorado.

DAN I E LSON

Willis and Bonnie Danielson built their
home in 1959 when they sold their farm.
They have two married daughters -- Mrs.
John Westra (Cheryl) of Canton, and Mrs.
Kenneth Klaehn (Betty) of Dexter. Grand-
parents came from Denmark and settled
in lowa, along with other friends. When
Danielsons came to Minnesota in 1949
they bought 120 acres from Richard
Rufledt (known as the Hagen farm) a mile
north of St. John's Church. The former
owner was a bachelor, a Hormel worker.

ELEVATOR AND TOW MILL

According to some information, Bud
Cronin had the first elevator. There was
an older structure south of the old Hayes
Lucas coal sheds. This unit had no elect-
rical nor gasoline power, so, to provide
energy, horse power was used. One horse
was hitched to a long wooden arm
attached to a central pivot. As the horse
moved around and around the pivot, a
series of gears, belts and pulleys drove the
long chains with cups attached that
moved the grain to the top of the elevator;
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The Old Flour Mill

from there it was diverted to the individ-
ual bins.

My memory of the elevator starts with a

newer elevator with George Eastman as
the manager. Oats, flax and wheat were
shipped away on the railroad. There was
also a stockyard which was a shipping
point to Chicago. Fred Kraft worked at
the elevator and hauled wheat to Austin
to grind. He told about tipping over with
the horse drawn sled. This elevator
burned in 1944, after George Eastman had
owned it for 54 years.

There was also a flour mill before the
turn of the century which had a

flourishing business. This later became a

tow mill which processed flax straw for
spinning and yarn. This was located on
the east side of the tracks, across from
McNeill's house.Hamilton Grain Building Today
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ln the last two years the new Hamilton
Grain Elevator lnc. has expanded to a
storage capacity of 150,000 bushels of
grain. There is a heated 30x80 foot
warehouse for storage of chemicals. They
have available for sale the following
products: chemicals, feeds, nitrogen and
fertilizers. Managers are Del Sorgatz and
Stan Munson. Future plans include more
storage bins.

OLD HOTEL

It is hard to believe that Elkton once
had a hotel across from the bank. lt had a
long porch across the street side. This
building was later divided into two homes.
The part in the original place is now
occupied by Mrs. Myrtle Gilderhus.
Someone remembers a Homer Nashold
family living here first, and then a Barnard
family. ln the eariy 20s Herman and
Bertha Kraft and daughter, Clara, owned
the hotel. Salesmen and businessmen
came by train and had to spend the night.

The other half of the old hotel was
moved on the lot to the east. Howard
Smiths first lived in the upstairs. Pete
Petersons, the depot agent, lived here for
many years, followed by Elmer Ander-
sons, Gerald and Sylvia Hanson, Clarence
and Florence Kraft, and now lrven Mauer.

ANDERSON
Just across the track now stands a new

white t.ruo story home where Alton and
Carolyn Anderson live with their four
children - Kathy, Jeff, Mark and Bradley.
Alton farms, is employed by LB.M. and
raises horses.

Jacob Hartjes lived here at one time.
The part of the old elevator which

housed the horse and mechanical unit
was moved to this farm when Fred and
Maria Kraft lived on the farm. lt was used
as a chicken house, and later as a
machine shed until recently, when it was
razed.

HOKEN E55
The street going south from Main

Street had the first houses in Elkton. First
in line was the house that Sam and Laura
Swenson lived in lor 41 years. They
bought the house from William and
Margaret Jordan in 1906. Many teachers

roomed here over the years. They had
two daughters- Mildred, now living in Le
Sueur, and Bernice, who came back to
Elkton from lowa. She and her husband,
Myron Hokeness replaced the old house
with a new home in 1968. Their two
married children are- Bryant, working
with Green Giant in Montgomery, and
Maribeth Pool, living in Danbury,
Connecticut. Myron retired from teaching
last year.

Several families lived in the Swenson
house between 1950 and 1968. Superin-
tendents' families were the Tom
Andrews, the J. E. Sutherlands, the
Verdie Ellingsons and Leonard Millers.
Ray Hanson, who was school custodian,
also lived here.

Mrs. Anna Spreckles in Driver's Seat of
an Early Car.

HARDECOPF

Next to them live Bill and Rachel Harde-
copf. They came here in 1969 after retiring
from farming in Clayton township. Their
family includes Mrs. Selmer Weness
(Wilma), Mrs. Allen Fossey (Marian), Mrs.
Paul \A/iste (Esther), Mrs. Robert Kadlec
(Dorothy), Mrs. Vernon Finseth (Pearl),
Lloyd Hardecopf and Neal Hardecopf.

One of the most memorable residents
after World War I was Mrs. Anna
Spreckles, who then lived in the
Hardecopf house. She had emigrated
from Germany with her husband and
children. As a young family they had
settled on a farm near Elkton, where she
worked like a man. Just before World
War I her husband returned to Germany
to visit, and on the return trip drowned at
sea when the ship sank. Alone, she
continued farming until after the war
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when she moved into town. As a neigh-
bor, when we were children, we
remember the high organ, the bright
flowered carpet, and the long clinking
beads that divided the living room and
bedroom. We also remember the errands
we would run for her to the store, with
sometimes the reward of a delicious
homemade cookie. Her grown children at
this time were Tillie, Bertha, Sophia and
Dick.

Other families who have lived in the
house and made changes in it were Fred
Augustins, Daphine Kraft, and Harold
Rubins. Fred was custodian at the school
for many years, and they are now living in
Austin.

PETERSEN

Next to Mrs. Spreckles lived the
Herman Steingrabers, their children
married at that time. Mrs. Max Pinke is
their daughter. Before them Mr. and Mrs.
Detlef Hagen lived in this house. They
were the parents of Mrs. Sam Swenson.
ln the early 1900s Charlie and Hannah
Hagen lived here. Charlie had the grocery
store at that time.

Many other families have iived here
since, with several remodelings of the
house. I remember the Henry Hagens, the
Van Zantens. Menard Johnsons and Ron
Bloms.

Now Darrell and Virginia Petersen live
here with their three boys- Randy, Willie
and Terry.

SCHWERIN

Elmer and Ella Schwerin chose to retire
in a new house built by Harold Rubin in
1969. They came from a farm near Adams
in March, 1975. They have two married
children, Elaine and Elmer John. Grand-
parents came from Germany and Norway.

BRENNHOFER
The next house, small and neat, has a

lovely big yard with trees and flowers.
Steve and Ellen Brennhofer came from
Rochester because tlrey liked a small
town, and have lived here since 1968.
They have one married daughter, Lillian,
living in Adams. Grandparents came from
Austria in 1892.

This house was built for Mr. and Mrs.
Albert Kraft in the early 50s by their son

and daughters. lt was later bought and
lived in by Fred Wohlers.

McN E ILL

Charles and LeVon McNeill bought
their house in town in 1968 from Menard
Johnson. They came from Humboldt,
lowa in 1946 when they bought a farm in
Clayton township from Frank Voorhees.
McNeill's have three married children -
Mrs. Loren Klaehn (Norma), Dennis, and
Mrs. Norby Hamilton (Peggy).

SCHWERDTFEGER

South from the apartments was a small
home with an evergreen hedge across the
front which was kept neatly trimmed. ln
back was a smail plot of land where I

remember a big garden and shocks of
corn. Mr. and Mrs. Griebenow lived here
and their son Frank. Mrs. Marquardt was
their daughter.

Many families have lived here and
changed the house, including Mr. and
Mrs. Marquardt and Mr. and Mrs. William
Rolt.

Now it is owned by Dennis and MarY
Lou Schwerdtfeger. They have two girls -

Stacy, age 5, and Stephanie, a baby. They
came here in 1970 from California be-

cause "it is a good place to live."

HI LTON

South of Schwerdtfegers is a large new
house where Larry and Kathryn Hilton
now live with their four year old son,
William. They bought the house in 1974
from Bill and Betty Rabine, who built the
house. Larry has a tiling business and
owns the car wash.

The old house which was on this lot,
along with a big garden space, was once
owned by L. C. Carder and family- Ralph,
Mildred and Harley. Then for many years
it was used by the school as a

"teacherage" where some teachers
roomed, and most of them ate their
rneals.

Mr. and Mrs. Dunn lived here for a time,
when Ethel Dunn was a teacher here.
Later Ella Hanson lived in the house until
she moved to Austin. All the kids in town
loved to visit her as she always played
with them and had treats.
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SPEAR

South of Hiltons is a comfortable house
where William Bradford Spear and son,
Merwyn, live. William is one of our senior
citizens who was in the public eye for
many years, working as postmaster and in
the lumber business. Mike is a Hormel
employee and served in the Marines. Bill
and his wife, Lynette, bought the house in
1952. Their married daughter is Mrs.
Kenneth Kraft (Julie) at Racine. Mildred
(Mrs. Newton Stateler) passed away at
lndianapolis a year ago.

Bill's ancestry is traced back to the
Mayflower coming from England in 1620.
His grandparents were born in Almira, N.
Y. and settled at Algona, lowa in the
1860s. Bill served in the army during
World War I in the Rainbow Division
Company.

The present house was built by J. F.
Schneider in 1920 when he was the
banker. Henry Tufte, custodian of the
school for many years, was the second
owner of the house. lt was remodeled
several times but has had only three
owners. Others have rented the house
including a Superintendent Perry and
family.

MILLER

Glenn and Lillian Miller live in a house
which has had a great number of different
occupants. This house was originally
where Bob Roberts house is now, at the
north end of town. I first rerriember Mrs.
Margaret Bade living here, but Superin-
tendent and Mrs. Goetschel lived here
before her. Others were Mrs. Elsie Smith
and daughters, Virginia and Marion, and a
teacher and family by the name of Traxler.

After the house was moved to its
present site in the late 1920s (south of
Spear's house) it was occupied by Super-
intendent Ralph Reeder and family.
Others living here were George and
Myrtle Hoppin, Mr. and Mrs. Earl Baxter
and Mrs. Lora Kent.

Millers moved to this house in 1964
when they bought the corner tavern and
cafe. They came from Webb, lowa in 1956
and weie engaged in farming until then.

KRAFT

Fred was born near Elkton, Minn. on
Februery 13, 1883, the son of Herman and

Bertha Kraft. He spent his younger years
working on farms and for the Chicago
Great Western Railroad out of Elkton.
One of his jobs with the railroad was
"track walker". One man from the section
crew walked the tracks to check and
tighten the nuts that hold the rails to-
gether.

On October 16, 1907 he married Maria
Neubauer in St. John's Lutheran Church
near Elkton. Maria was born in Germany
in 1886 and came to Minnesota with her
parents in 1895. They settled in the
Sutton area, which until it burned at the
turn of the century, was a flourishing
village located two miles north of Elkton.

Fred and Maria farmed in the Elkton
area most of their lives and Fred was also
a cattle buyer. During World War I he
owned and operated grocery and dry
goods stores in Elkton. Johnsburg and
Stacyville, lowa. ln the late 20s he worked
for the G. W. Eastman Elevator Company
until it was completely destroyed by fire in
1944. Later he opened a feed, seed and
fertilizer store which he operated with his
son Rudy until he retired, and sold the
business to Dick Hemingway. Fred died in
1961 and Maria, who is now 90 years of
age, lives alone in the family home in
Elkton. Three children were born to this
family: Alice of Austin, Rudolph,
deceased, and Gilbert of Kasson.

by Gilbert Kraft

KLAEHN

Frank and lrene (Rothenburger) Klaehn
bought their present home in Elkton from
Mrs. Elsie Smith and after some
remodeling moved from the farm in 1950.
Frank came to America in 1902 at the age
of 19. He worked for the Gloyd and
Loomis families one mile west of Elkton.
ln 1909 Frank and lrene were married at
the home of her parents north of Taopi.
Her parents came from Germany. They
both died at an early age durrng the 1918
flu epidemic.

Frank and lrene lived on the Loomis
farm for 41 years and raised all five
children there. Freddie, Emil (deceased in
1947), Liilian Grundmeier, Louise Little-
field and Herman. F:ank sent money to
many of his f riends and relatives in
Germany so they too could come to the
tf nited States to live. Frank's death came
in 1966 at age 83.
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OTTO

Juletta Otto is the "Avon lady" in
Elkton. She and Miles came to Elkton in
1950 after farming in Marshall township.
Miles was in the fertiiizer business for
years, operated the general store for some
time, and then sold hybrid seed corn. He
was chairman of the Elkton School Board
for a number of years. After his death
"Jack" continued to live in the same
home. Their children, all married, are
LaVonne Bianchi, Marlys Watros, Roger
and Carolyn Clapper. Juletta's grand-
father on her mother's side came from
Norway.

The house was built br7 Henry Sass. His
family lived there when he operated the
Hayes Lucas Lumber and Hardware
Store. Superintendent and Mrs. Joseph
Hamre and boys lived here for many
years.

Next to the Otto home was a little
house which has seen many changes. I

can remember when Jennie Holmes, a

quiet maiden lady, kepi house for her
elderly parents. Mr. Holmes had worked
for the railroad in earlier years. Jennie
kept the house in perfect neatness, and
fiowers lined the fence and bloomed pro-
fusely.

Other families lived here after that,
whose names are forgotten. We all
remember Roy and lda Lagervall and their
three children- Don, Arlene and Yvonne.
They added on to the house when lda's
father, Mr. Cross, lived with them. For a

short time in the early 70s Arlene and her
husband, Bud Nelson, and their children,
Brad and Rande, came back to this house
to live. Now it is for sale.

DAVIS

Ben and Doris Davis built their home in
Elkton in 1912, moving from their farm
where they had lived for 43 years. Ben, a

World War I veteran, died in 1973. Their
five dauglters all live in Minnesota- June
Philip, Austin; Jeanette Gilbert. Dexter;
Audrey Rolfson, Austin; Beverly Mees,
Dexter; Maxine Thompson, Mankato.
Ancestry is English, coming from England
in 1876 for prosperity and freedom in a

new nation.

ANDERSON

Carl and Jo Anderson's home was built
by Arden Busse. lt is a large mobile home.
It was sold to George and Myrtle Hoppin,
and in 1975 purchased by the Anderson's.
Carl is a retired farmer and Jo has been
working in Austin for many years. Their
family includes Curtis, Alton, David and
Carol.

Formerly this was the site of the Mike
Rieken home for many years. Gildemeis-
ters and DeSarts lived here before them,

SORGATZ

As you come into Elkton from the north
let's look at the big farm house and farm
buildings on the east side of the road. The
farming land sort of goes around the
town. The house is now occupied by Dei
and Marjorie Sorgatz altd their baby
daughter, Kristine. They just the past year
came back to live in Flkton where Del is
manager of the new Hamilton Elevator.

Myron and Bernice Hokeness own the
farm and lived there Ior 14 years (1946-
1960) while their two children were
growing up. At this time the house was
modernized and changed and a corn crib,
silo, garage and quonset were built. After
they moved to another house in town it
was rcnted by Carl and Jo Anderson for
15 years.

ln the 1896 plat book this farm was
owned by M. and L. Hartje, and they built
the first house there in which they lived.
ln the early 1900s the George Withers
family lived here, foliowed by Frank'
Griebenow. Between 1910 and 1918 John
Meyers lived on the farm and built the
present house"

Other families who have lived on the
farm between 1920 and 1944 were John
Jech Jr. and lra Van.

WELLIK

The first house on the west as you
enter Elkton from the north was built in
1965 by Lorraine and Anton Wellik. This is
a new addition which was previously
farmed. They retired f rom farming after 34
years, but Anton still does a little farming
and has a real estate business. He is also
our present Mayor, being appointed by
the council after the resignation of Myron
Hokeness in December. Lorraine has a big
garden and lots of flowers.
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Grandparents came from Bohemia to
North lowa because of opportunities
here. Lorraine's grandfather started as a
baker in Chicago and later migrated west.

The Welliks have three married child-
ren- tsette, in St. Louis, Gerald in
Minneapolis and Janet in Washing-
ton, D. C.

ROBERTS

Robert and Sue Roberts and their
children Jane, Sara, David and Nancy live
in the house next to Welliks. Bob is the
science teacher at Southland High
School, and Sue also taught in the
elementary department. They have lived
here for 11 years. They also have a part
time florist business and have a beautiful
flower garden back of their house. Grand-
parents came from Wales.

The home was built by Harold Rubin
and the Rubins formerly lived here.

WERMAGER

Kenneth, son of Mr. and Mrs. Peter
Wermager, and Mavis Gilderhus, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Gilderhus.
were married in June, 1954. Our first
home was what is known as the "Old
Hotel" in Elkton, which at present we still
own. ln 1958 we built our present home,
also in Elkton. We have four children, Joe,
Tim, Rodney and Lisa.

The Peter Wermager family moved to
the Elkton area, which is now the Kenneth
Sprau farm, in 1932 from Mabel, Minn.
The Thomas Gilderhus family moved to
the village of Elkton in 1943 from the
Kenyon area.

Our ancestry heritage is Norwegian.
The Wermagers originated from Gol,
Norway and the Gilderhus family from
Voss, Norway.

by Mavis

BULGER

The Robert and Marilee Bulger famiiy
moved to their present home from Austiii
in 1971. Being a teacher in the Elkton
school system, they purchased their
home from Ralph Martinsen. The home
was built by Sam Swenson in 1956. The
children are Bobby and Becky.

MULHOLLAND

Cecil and Gerry Mulholland came to
Elkton in 1962. Cecil taught in the Elkton
school system for 13 years- at present is
counselor at the Albert Lea Vocational
School. Their original home was the
Lewiston area. They have a son Mark and
a daughter Heidi. The grandparents are of
German and Scotch--lrish descent. The
house in Elkton was built by Sam
Swenson in 1956. The families living there
were Pooles, Seltzers, Lockners and later
purchased by the Mulhollands.

HANSON

Glen Hanson, son of Gustav and Lena
Hanson lived on the same farm southeast
of Elkton for 60 years. Glen had eight
brothers and sisters who all grew up
together on this same farm. Glen married
Rena Henderson in 1969 and purchased
their present home in Elkton from Myron
Hokeness that same year. This home was
built by Gerald Hanson in 1956. Our
ancestry heritage is Norwegian. Glen still
owns the home farm, but is retired.

SCHWERIN

Ernst and Florence (Gibbs) Schwerin
lived one-half mile north of Elkton for 13
yeais. The farm was purchased from
Elmer Nelson. After Ernst suffered a
strokrr i:loy Hamilton Jr. purchased the
land, arrci the Schwerins moved to Elkton
Village. The house was built by Ralph
Petter in 1956, a former school teacher in
town. Ernst's death came in 1960. There
are two daughters- Joann lmsdahl, Minn-
eapolis, and Ruth Hamilton, Elkton. The
Schwerins came to the Elkton farming
area from lowa. They are of German
descent. The Gibbs family came from
Kansas in 1924- Scotch--lrish--English
descent.

BRAATEN

Darlene (Kirkpatrick) Braaten came to
her present home in Elkton in 1969. Frank
and Rena Henderson built the house in
1965. The family children are David, Dean
(in Germany) and Jane. Ancestry is
German, lrish and Norwegian. Darlene
has worked at the Hormel plant for 27
years.
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LITTLE F IELD

Lee and Louise (Klaehn) Litrlefield built
their home in Elkton, moving from the
farm in 1960. The four lots were
purchased from Sam Swenson. Lee was
born and lived near Chatfield before
coming to Elkton in 1933. Grandparents
on the Littlefield side emigrated from
Pennsylvania to St. Charles, Minn.
Grandpa Arthur Littlefield and Grandpa
Amos Tracey fought in the Civil War,
marching with Sherman to the sea.

Lee worked on the farms of Richard
Jech and Arthur Corbitt- married in 1934-
farmed for 40 years near Taopi and the
site of the Big Rock Corner in Clayton
township, retiring in 1974.

Louise lived one mile west of Elkton for
19 years, attended 12 years of school in
Elkton- has always been a member of St.
Johns Church- a son, James, death came
in 1963 at age 16.

Ann Marie (Pederson) is a Lutheran
pastor's wife presently living at Frost.

KRULL

Gene and Linda (Kestner) Krull moved
to Elkton in June 1969. Gene was raised in
this area and wanted to come back here
to live. Both grandparents were born in
United States with origins in Germany
and Norway. Bill and Elna Rabine moved
the house into town" Then Mrs. Gibbs
lived here. After that the Paul Rabines,
Robert Ahrens, purchased by Lee Little-
field and sold tc the Krulls in 1974. There
are two children- Kevin and Tammy. Gene
is an auto mechanic and works out of
town.

PE ER

The small stucco house just north of
the D.X. Station was built by William
Glienke in the 1940s. He lived there until
his death in 1962. At the present time
Gilbert Kraft owns this home. Richard and
Nancy Peer and son Rickie live here. They
are the owners of the cafe in town.

RABIN E

Lloyd and Ada (Wood) Rabine came to
their present home in Elkton in 1947
because it was close to school and work.
The home was built by Dave Nicol for a

teacher about 1938. Then Superintendent
Perry, Alvin Anderson, Mike Rieken, Jess
DeSart families lived in the house. Grand-
parents Fredrick Rebine carne fr.om
Germany in 1889 because they were
farmers and had an uncle here who lived
where Norbert Hamilton lives now. The
family- Roxanna Johnson, Virgii, Gary,
Mark, l-uAnn.

GRAVES

Gilbert and Marie Graves farm is in
Elkton Village one-half mile north. This at
one time beionged to the Steingraber
family. Charles Rubin lived here for many
years. ln 1950 the father, Thomas Graves,
purchased the farm, moving here from
Chicago, lll. Ancestry is Danish and lrish.
Their family Cheryl, Sheila, Sylvia, Chris-
topher, Ann, Peter, Joef.

HAMILTON

Norby and Peggy Hamilton and their
three boys, Mark, Kevin, and Terry live on
a farm south of Elkton which is included
in the village. Norby is busy at the
elevator, besides farming and helping Earl
with auctioneering. Peggy is assistant
postmaster.

Gerald and Sylvia Hanson lived on this
farm for many years. Before them there
was a Scullen family and Cox family.

HANSON

Explanation: [Not in Elkton Village but
members of Grange I Booster Clubi

Herbert Hanson and his wife Nellie
have five children, Robert, David. Mary
Lou Schwerdtfeger, Barbara Miller and
Beverly Bernatz.

Herbert lives on the home farm, which
his father Peter Hanson bought in 1912.

Peter Hanson was born in Marshall
Township. His father was born in Norway
and came to America in 1871. He had four
sons, Erick, Hans, John and Peter,

Peter married Ella Anderson. Her
parents were Mr. and Mrs. Jens P. Ander-
son. Jens Anderson was born in
Denmark in 1879. He came to America
and settled on a farm in Clayton
Township. Ella Hanson was born on this
farm in 1882.

Peter and Ella Hanson had five children,
Matie, Herbert. Gerald, Pearl and Earl. All
have passed away except Matie and
Herbert.
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Peter died in 1914 leaving EIla with five
small children. She rented the farm and
moved to Taopi, Minn. where she was
janitor in the Taopi School. While there
little son, Earl, died from polio. in 1920
they moved back to the farm in Clayton
Township and with the help of Herbert
and Gerald started farming again.

Nellie Hanson's parents wcre Mr. and
Mrs. Sam B. Hanson. Sam was born in
Rochester, Minn. in 1876 and died in 1968.
His wife was Marie Berge, born near
Sargeant, Minn. in 1883 and died in 1917
leaving seven children.

Herbert was born in Marshall Township
and moved to this farm with his parents at
the age of four years. He bought the farm
from his mother in i940. Herbert has
retired and his sons Bob and Dave rent
the land.

ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH

Early mission work was carried on by
German emigrants who gathered in
homes as early as 1884. They were helped
by Pastor C. Eckhoff and Pastor George
Landgrebe of Toeterville, lowa. The be-
ginning of a church constitution which
was called the lowa Synod was signed by
Detlef Hagen, Henry Holst, and C.
Hamann. Pastor Landgrebe came every
three weeks for services which were held
in a school house one mile east of the
present church (on the Frank Jech farm).

One and one-half acres of land were
bought from Detlef Hagen to build a
church. This first church was 28 by 40 feet
and very simply built. lt was completed in
1887 and incorporated in 1888. Mr,
Nicolaus Ouast was the first leader of the
singing. lf the Pastor couldn't get there,
men read the Scriptures. The congrega-
tion consisted of 17 members who
accomplished the building of the church
without debts. Then it rose to 22
members.
With the completion of a church building

the people desired to have a pastor of
their own. Pastor H. Schlutz accepted the
call and served 1892-1907. Five more
acres of land were bought from D. Hagen
(at $30 an acre) and a committee of men
planned the building of a parsonage
which was completed in 1896. Mr. Ole
Qualle was the carpenter, and the cost

was $925. The next year a barn was built
with free will help at a cost of $70. A
Ladies Aid was started with the help of
Pastor and Mrs, Schlutz and they helped
to buy an organ.

ln 1905 a resolution was passed to
enlarge the church and add a steeple with
bell, an altar niche, balcony, and sacristy.
The money was raised by special
offerings. The rededication of this newly
improved church was held October 6,
1907, with the first English sermon by
Pastor Ziemer. Pastor Ziemer served from
1907-1908. Pastor Karsten was called
Nov. 30, 1908 and served until June
20, 1909. Pastor S. Altpeter served from
1909 to 1911. Pastor Weise was called
November, 1911. The 25th anniversary of
St. John's was celebrated in October,
'1913. At this time Mrs. Weise played the
organ and Mr. Anton Boehm was
caretaker. The church board consisted of
Pastor Weise, Chairman; Feter Fahje,
Secretary; Henry Hagen, Treasurer;
Wilhelm Neubauer, John Jech ..f r.,
William Hartje, and Herman Steingraber.
From 1884 to 1913, 307 children were
baptized, 166 children confirmed, 42
coupies married, and 53 persons buried.

During 1941 to 1953 the old school-
house was remodeled to serve as a Parish
House, and the church was remodeled at
a cost of $3468.
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ln 1958 the old parish house was torn
down and a new one, in modern rustic
style, was built with volunteer labor.
Menard Johnson, Rudy Hartje, and Edson
Ouast served on the building committee.
Lumber was logged and sawecj on the
Hartje Brothers machinery and trucked 50
miles for kiln drying. The grooved two
inch plank ceiling is supported by
laminated oak beams. Five large windorrys
open to a view of a picturesque scene of
woodland across the terraced bank of
Rose Creek, which flows within ten yards
of tht building. This building was
dedicated on September 27, 1959.

With the growth of the congregation
and with improvements needed, interest
was raised in the building of a new
church. After receiving a memorial gift
plans were made for this new church
which was started in 1964 and built at a
cost of $37,227, with the help of volunteer
labor. The old church was torn down in

St. John's Lutheran Church Today

1966. An annex between the church and
parish house was completed in 1967 at a

cost of $9226. Dedication services were
held J u ly 23, 1967 .

Succeeding Pastor Weise were Pastor
F. Fink, R. Eilts, Pastor Souerbrey, L.
Drews, H. Milius, W. H. Hanselmann, H.
Reinke, E. Staehling, E. G. Gaede, B. E.

Petrick, E. O. Kunz, F. Moberg, and Jack
Bredfeldt who is presently serving.

ln 1963, after many requests for
restoring the original church bell which
had been saved, the bell tower was
installed in a separate tower by the
church. ln December, 1974, an entrance
was added to the front of the church.
Stain glass windows have been added to
beautify the church. The lighted cross on
top of the church can be seen at night
from Freeway 90 at the Elkton exit. On
September 14, 1975 there was a special
service for burning the church mortgage
and dedicating the new entrance.
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ELKTON CONSOLIDATED

The Elkton Consolidated School Dis-
trict was organized on January 30, 1917
when five districts voted to unite. The first
members of the Board of Education of
this newly formed district were: Henry
Tysseling, President; Fred Kraft, Clerk; L.
C. Carder, Treasurer; S. T. Bohn and
Robert Keller, Directors. The voting of
bonds and making of plans for the
building were completed after several
special meetings, and work on the
building was started in the spring of 1918
and completed late that fall. ln the

SCHOOL DISTRICT

meantime school was conducted in three
separate buildings until the structure was
complete. Mr. Goetschel was the first
superintendent.

The first high school class was
graduated in 1920. The four members of
this class were Herbert Anderson, Arnold
Anderson, Alfred Hanson and William
Rogne.

Originally five buses transported pupils
to and from school. These were the old
horse drawn buses. Today there are six
modern school buses.

Elkton Consolidated
Minn.--1918

:,,,,,:;;::::,,,,i11::::::;::.r,u,,,',,,,,,

.,,,,.,,,t'-''.11'lx;i,#;l*
.,.i,'i .i,,.,, ,,j . jfi .,i:,,;illliiii

Elkton School today with
part of Southland.

additions--a

El kto n S ch ool tra n spo rtatio n - -a bo ut I g I 8

Tra n sp o rtat io n - -to day
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ln 1952 a gymnasium, shoP, and Home
Economics room was added. The grade
room addition and music room was com-
pleted in 1958.

Superintendents through the years
include Superintendent Billings Meredith,
R. G. Hunter, R. R. Reeder, Joseph
Hamre, Perry, C. Heilig, J. E. Sutherland,
Tom Andrews, Verdie Ellingson, Darwin
Lochner, and Ralph Martinsen.

Rose Creek, Adams, and Elkton voted
to combine their schools in 1970. Now
elementary grades are at Rose Creek, the
high school and kindergarten are at
Adams, and the middle school and Elkton
elementary grades are at Elkton. A bond
issue will be voted on this year tc
determine whether further changes will
be made.

ELKTON GRANGE
The Elkton Grange was organized

September 30, 1930, with the assistance
of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Kumlin of Austin and
Waldo Johanson, then Mower County
Pamona Grange Master. Of the 27 charler
members, Ralph Hoppin, Herbert Hanson,
and Bernice (Swenson) Hokeness stili
remain as current members. There has
been a large turnover of local people
initiated into the Grange with the highest
membership being 76.

ln 1955 the Grange celebrated its 25th
anniversary with a timely ceremony and is
looking forward for 1980 for the 50th year.
Many of the present members have 25
year anniversary pins.

Elkton Grange has participated in
scores of community projects. ln its early
years it handled twine and seeds, and
gathered junk iron for recycling. Some
services to the community which the
Grange proudly devoted their time and
money are: sponsoring the Boy Scouts in
1954 and Cub Scouts later, Bloodmobile
on several occasions, skating rinks, and
litter baskets. ln 1955 they donated $100
to the Elkton High School Band for
uniforms. They also cleaned up some rail-
road property and maintain it for a public
picnic ground. ln 1952 Elkton Grange
passed a'resolution for hearings with the
Great Western Railroad for the feasibility
of installing automatic signals at the rail-
road crossing. This was the first step
toward the completion of this project. At

the present time the Grange has taken
initial steps toward installation of lights at
the intersection of County road No. 7 and
U. S. 16. lt is hoped through these efforts
this junction can be illuminated.

The Grange is a non-partisan, non
profit organization volunteering for
community progress. At Christmas time
the elderly and shut-in are remembered
with fruit baskets" Many charities and
local functions have shared the graces of
the Elkton Grange.

ln this Bicentennial year this organiza-
tion, aiong with other sponsors, hopes to
make it a memorable and happy annivers-
ary of this area.

Submitted by Anton Wellik"
Grange Master

Since the Elkton Grange is one of the
four sponsors of the Bicentennial celebra-
tion we wish to include in the book the
members of Grange who are not in
Marshall Township or Elkton Village.

VOORH E ES

Mrs. Ed Voorhees (Florence) now lives
in Grand Meadow. She and Ed were good
Grange members for many years. Ed's
parents came to a farm in Clayton
Township in 1920from Norwalk, lowa. Ed
and Florence lived on the farm from 1942 -

1965, Gus Jacobsons lived in the house
before that. Voorhees ancestors came to
the U. S. from Holland as early as 1630.
The Voorhees children include Floris,
Joyce and Keith, al! married.

CURLEY

Howard and Larue CurleY live
Northeast of Elkton on their farm pur-
chased in 1946. Their grandparents came
to the U. S. in 1870 from England' There
are two sons, Robert and WaYne.

BACHTOLD

Mrs. Francis Bachtold (Millie) lives in

Grand Meadow. She and Francis rented a

farm in Clayton Township from 1930 to
1949 when they bought the farm. Millie's
father, Theodore Stockbrand, came from
Amburg, GermanY in 1875 and first
worked in Wisconsin. He bought this farm
in 1876, and added to the one room
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house. Francis' parents came to the area
near Grand Meadow from lllinois in 1913'
Francis and Millie had four children,
Donald, tsernard, Jean, and Jeanette.

SPRAU

Kenneth and Lillian (Anderson) Sprau
live on a farm in Clayton Township, Sec'
20. Lillian is the daughter of the late Mr.
and Mrs. R. A. Anderson of Marshall
Township. Kenneth is office manager of
Mower County ASC. This family is noted
for their purebred Angus cattle. Their
children are Sandra, Allen, Jerry, Randy,
Jill. Leu Jean, Rodney, John, Kendall'

FLO

Otto and Lillian FIo came to their farm
in 1948 from Grafton, lowa. They have

seven children, Waldo. Marlo, LaVonne,
Elvira, Daryl , Larry, and Lyla, all married'
Otto is retired now and rents out his land.

His grandparents came from Norway, and
Lillian's father came from NorwaY.

Lloyd Zimmerman and LloYd Rabines
lived on the farm before Flos.

ANGELL

Don and Juanita Angell, along with
sons Gary and Jim, live one and one-half
miles northwest of Elkton. Their daughter,
Kathy Olson and grandson Patrick live in
Rochester, Minn, We moved here in 1958'

Our hog farm was known for years as the
Albert Kraft farm.

Don's great-grandfather, lrvin Loomis,
came from New York State in 1870
because of consumption. He visited and
worked for a cousin, Mr. Herrick, who
lived on the present Hartje {arm. Later he
got a federal land grant and purchased for
$6.00 per acre his farm one mile west of
Elkton. He put up a one room house
where he and his wife moved at their
marriage in 1875. His wife was the former
Emma Weber (a school teachei) from
Pleasant Valley Township northeast of
the closest village,. Dexter. They lived on
this farm until 1908 when it was rented to
Frank Klaehn.

He broke the virgin soil with oxen on
the 280 acre farm, At that time Winona
was the nearest flour mill and farmers
took days to go and come with their

wheat to be made into their year's supply
of flour.

As a forerunner of the modern refriger-
ator, a small windowless building was
built where ice was packed in sawdust
and kept for summer use' The ice was cut
each winter from the small creek which
flowed through the farm'

The pure Minnesota air cured the
consumption, for Mr. Loomis lived to the
ripe old age of 87. They tell of his 'farm-
ing' attire--overalls, white shirt and cellu-

loid collar and tie.
Later they purchased a farm one-half

mile east of Elkton for $12 per acre (now

owned by Bob and Marlene Hanson)' ln
1902 his oldest daughter Flora and her

husband Earl Baxter moved to this farm
where they lived until 1948 and then
moved into the village.

Thus, five generations in Don's family
have lived in the Elkton community for
more than one hundred Years.

By Juanita Angell

ELKTON BOOSTER CLUB

The Elkton Booster Club was organized
in 1969 for promoting a friendly commun-
ity, and to work for the betterment of the
town and surrounding area. We have had
"Fun Days" every other year with many
activities and a chicken fry. We have
sponsored many benefit card parties,
bought Christmas decorations, set out
trees, purchased the village greeting
signs, and at present are working on the
Bicentennial float and celebration which
is Ju're 26, 1976. Our average member-
ship is 70 persons.

Since the Booster Club is also
sponsoring the Bicentennial we are
including present members in our book,
even if they don't live in Elkton Village or
Marshall Township.

KINNEY

Charles and Wanda KinneY moved to
the Elkton area in April 1976 from Alden,
iowa. Lyle Johnson sold the farm and has

rnoved to Texas. The Kinnevs have two
children, ..leffrey and Kristin. The grand-
parents came to the United States in the
1880s from GermanY.
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MUNSON
John and Mary Ann Munson came to

their present horne from Emmetsburg,
lowa in 1959. They bought the farm from
Pete and Dorothy Voorhees.

The Munsons have six children. Stan is
married to Merry Siewert and they live in
Grand Meadow. Stan works at the
Hamilton Grain Elevator. Linda is a
student at Winona State. Barbara is a
student at Mankato State. Jean, Jolene
and Mark are students in Southland
Schools.

NEUVIRTH FAMILIES
The Neuvirth families, Frank Sr., Frank

Jr. and Robert live three miles east of
Elkton, coming from Milan, Michigan in
1972. The land which is some 1400 acres
was purchased from James Bell. They
came to Minnesota to form a corporation,
to have good farm land, and breathe ciean
air. Part of the original farm was owned
by George and Gertrude Kraft and son
Kenneth. Frank Jr. and Gertrude have
three children, David, Kenneth and
Andrew.

Robert and Janet have five, Richard_
Darlene, Connie, Joann and Cynthia. The
ancestors are of Polish descent.

K. VOORHEES

Keith and Dorine Voorhees have two
children, Janell Ann" 9, and Renae Lynn,
5. Keith has lived on this farm since 1942
when his parents bought the farm. ln
1965, when his parents, Mr. and Mrs" Ed
Voorhees, retireci, Keith bought the farm.
His grandparents bought the farm in 1920.
Keith's great-grandmother on his
mother's side was born crossing the
ocean coming from Germany in the
1800s. His father's ancestors came from
Holland in the 1600s. Dorine was born and
raised near Johnsburg. She is a daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Huemann.

K. KLAEHN

Kenneth and Betty Klaehn came to
their present home in 1966, when they
bought the farm from William Jendersee.
This farm was known as the Fiedler farm.
lsaac Weatherwax also lived here at one
time.

Kenneth was born and raised in Dexter
Township on the farm where his parents,
Fred and Fern Klaehn have lived for 47
years. His grandfather came to the United
States in 1902 from Germany.

They have six children, Keith, Kendall,
Kent, Kyle, Kari and Karla. Kenneth is
substitute mail carrier.

L. KLAEHN

Loren and Norma Klaehn live on a farm
northwest of Elkton since 1955. The farm
was purchased by Freddie Kiaehn from
Felix Biscop, and since has been purchas-
ed by Loren from his father. The family
consists of three sons, Bobby, Bruce ancl
Jack. Loren has been custodian at the
Elkton School lor 12 years. Norma has
done much work for the Mower County
retardation centers.

SCHNEIDER

Bob has lived his entire life in Adams.
He and Kathleen (Hass) have four
children, Michaei, Linda, Mary Jo and
Lori. Katie was from Austin. They built
their present home in 1964. Bob's grand-
father was born in Germany.

N E LSON

Ken has lived on this farm across from
St. John's Church since 1947. He and
Mabe! have two children, Wendell and
Lisa, Ken has worked at Hormels for 43
years, and is now retired. His father came
from Denmark. Mabel's ancestry is
English, Welsh" and Scotch. This farm
was the Anton Boehm farm many years
ago.

HAMILTON

Earl and Ruth Hamilton live on a farm
northwesi of Elkton which is known as
the "Rahilly Farm". V./hen the big barn
burned down about 1930, it is still
remembered by many of the neighbors.
Others living here were Schusters and
Rudy Bloms. Hamiltons bought the farm
from Bert Wicks.

Earl is a great auctioneer in addition to
his farming. Ruth is now bookkeeper at
the Hamilton Grain, alter 21 years at the
bank.
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Matelin (Shorty) and Linda Wilson have
two children, Vance, 11 and La Vonne, 10.
We bought our farm in 1966 and built a
new house in 1974.

Shorty's parents, Bob and Lottie
Wilson, came from Kentucky to Clear
Lake, lowa. ln 1948 they came to Minn-
esota and bought the present farm from
the Anton Ramseth family. Bob's family
came from England and Lottie's from
Germany. When Bob is asked when his
family came to America he says, "We
beat the lndians over here," but it was in
the 1700s.

When I married into the family I turned
them all into lutefisk and lefsa eating
Norwegians.

By Linda Wilson

H. WTLSON

Harold and Carol Wilson came to their
present farm home in 1970. They bought
the farm in 1975 from Anton and Em
Schofield. They have four children,
Dawn, Teri, Dan and Todd. Harold is a
Deputy Sheriff in Mower County. There
was a tragic fire on this place years ago,
when several Brandt children burned to
death.

IHanson family listed on page l6).

John Hill Co-Chairman
Marlene Hanson - Secrelary
Willis Danielson - Treasurer

MARSHALL _ ELKTON OBSERVANCE

June 26, t9t6

Biceniennia I Com m illee :

MyronHokeness Co-Chairman
Commitlee Chairmen:

Kennelh Klaehn - Parade
Carol Hamillon - Program
Kennelh Wermager - Finance
Keilh Voorhees - Chicken Fry
Rulh Hamilton - Chicken Fry
Bob Roberts - Games

MARSHALL ELKTON PARADE ENTRY
Made by Elklon Boosler Club

I

I

ELKTON GRANGE PARADE ENTRY
Built by Anton Weilik

,$ s\$.i ir i$.N\.1 g]gNsl*N
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Early Map

Marshall Township, Minnesota
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MARSHALL TOWNSHIP
Marshall Township comprises congres-

sional township 102 north, range 16 west.
It is bounded by Dexter on the north,
Clayton on the east, Adams on the south
and Windom on the west. The surface is
generally quite level and almost the entire
township is composed of prairie. The only
natural grasses were found in sections 3,
4,U,35 and 36. The town was truly rural,
there being no village or hamlet within its
borders until 1887 when Elkton became
incorporated. The town is drained by
Rose Creek and the Little Cedar River.
One branch of Rose Creek heads in
section 11 of this town. One branch of the
Little Cedar has its source in northwest
quarter of section 16; another branch in
sections 26 and 27. Another branch
comes from the town of Clayton, cuts
across the corner of section 36. There are
some small lakes in the township that
cover from one-eighth to one-half acre of
ground. Two of these lakes are to be
found on section 16, another on section
21 (Lake Lillian). These lakes have now
been drained by ditching. The soil is a rich
dark loam. Flax was raised quite extens-
ively, but now most of the area is in oats,
wheat, soybeans and corn. Average
altitude, 1330 feet above sea level.

The country was named in honor of
John F. Mower an early member of the
Legislature. Until the year 1853 the county
was included within the limits of what
was then termed Dakota and Wabasha
counties. These two counties embraced
all the territory lying south of town 115
and as far west as the Missouri River. The
boundary line between the two counties
ran about one mile west of Austin. These
counties in 1853 were divided into 12
smaller ones, and Mower County was
included within the bounds of Rice
County. ln February 1885 the limits of
Mower County were defined by the
Legislature.

On the 16th of April, 1858, the county
commissioners took up the matter of
township organization. The name desig-
nated to township 102 north, Range 16
west was York. At this time York
Township was annexed to Brooklyn
(Windom) township for township
business.

ln May 1870, this township was set off
and ordered organized - it was named

Beach. Rev. Alanson Beach was
chairman of the County Board at the time
and very likely it was named in respect to
him. He was an ordained Methodist
minister from Albany County, New York.
ln 1856 he came to Mower County and
purchased land in Lyle Township. Rev.
Beach served eight years as County
Commissioner and died July 30, 1877.

On June 6, 1870 at 10 o'clock a.m. the
first meeting of the newly designated
township of Beach was called to order. lt
was held at the house of M. L. Corbitt.
The purpose of the meeting was to elect
officers - the following were elected:
Supervisors: W. L. Godard, chairman, W.
M. Corbitt and Gilbert Anderson; clerk, A.
N. Converse; treasurer, A. M. Converse;
assessor, G. W. Corbitt; Justices of the
Peace, G. W. Corbitt and Stark Peterson;
constables, Henry Stockwell and John O.
Wold. The first levy was for $200. - to be
used on roads and improvements. This
first meeting was called to order by W. L.
Godard and he was chosen moderator.

The first annual town meeting was held
March 16, 187X. The following resolutions
were presented and adopted - "First, That
we regard our town as in its infancy,
being the youngest of her sisters in the
county." "Second, that we approve of
the law changing the time of holding the
annual meeting from April to March."
"Third, That we are in favor of and
approve of changing the name from
Beach to Marshall." "Fourth, That the
interest of education, churches, school
houses and public highways shall not be
neglected or overlooked in our town."
"Fifth, That we favor moral, temperance
men for office." "Sixth, That we know of
no organization that would do more. or as
much, to advance the welfare and
prosperity of this county, as the
organization of a monthly fair. Wherefore,
we would suggest, recommend and
promise to aid in establishing a monthly
fair, to be organized and held at Austin -
once each month." "Eighth, That we do
not approve of woman suffrage yet for a
while." Resolved in regard to State
affairs: First, That we are sick and tired of
so much State legislation on the bond
question. Second, That we look upon in-
solvency and poverty as misfortunes, we
look upon repudiation as wicked and
shameful. Third, if the bonds of the State
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were intended to be good when made,
they should be paid to the letter. The
writer believes this township was named
in honor of Governor Marshall who
owned land here from about 1868 to 1874.

At the organization meeting the
following values were offered for road
work - $2.00 per man per day labor, $3.00
per team, $1 per scraper and $1 per
wagon for each day. George Philip was
elected poundmaster March 14, 1876.
There was a poll tax which required each
able bodied man to work two davs a year
on road work. District 103 school house
was used as a Town Hall for many years
until it burned down. Since that time
regular meetings have been held at the
Clerk's home. Present levies are: $17000
for road and bridge and $4000 for General
!:u nds.

Present township officers are: Super-
visors John Hill, chairman; Nomer Larson
and Oscar Studer; Clerk, Flarry Shaw;
Treasurer, Donald Larson and Assessor,
l'Jordeen Snortum.

Nordeen Snortum

Marshall Township Board Members - L. to
R., Nordeen Snortum, Assessor; t)scar
Studer, Supervisor; John Hill, Chairman;
Nomer Larson, Supervisor; Donald
Larson, Treasurer; llarry Shaw, Clerk.

MAR S HA LL LUTH ERAN CH U RC H
The first Norwegian settlers in this

neighborhood came to Adams township
in 1855. lt was in June 1856 that the Rev.
C. L. Clausen officiated at a divine service
presumably held in the home of one of the
settlers.

Fastor A. C. Preus of Koshkonong,
Wisconsin held the second Norwegian
service in what is now known as Clayton
township.

After a period of time a group of
settlers north and east of Adams
contacted the Rev. H. A. Preus, the
president of the Norwegian Synod, asking
that he send a pastor to them.

The Rev. E. Wulfsberg of Albert Lea
came in October of 1876, and Marshall
i-utheran congregation was organized
with seven families. Pastor Wulfsberg
served the congregation until 1878 and
was succeeded by the Rev. M. Langeland
from Creso, lowa. The membership was
then 17 families. Pastor Langeland served
here for five years, ( 1878-1883).

Flev. Johann Ylvisaker was called as
temporary pastor, and served the congre-
gation in that capacity for another five
years, or until 1888. L. P. Jensen and H. ..1.

Strand served the congregation f rom
1888-1895.

in the early part of the year 1888, a

small band o! pioneer women met at the
home of Mr. and Mrs, Ole K. Hegge of
Lodi township, about three and one-half
miles northeast of Adams, Minnesota.
They, with the help of Rev. L. P. Jensen,
fcrmed an organization known as Kvinda
Forening or Ladies Aid,

Because there was no church building,
services were usually held in a schooi
house northeast of where the church now
stands. Marshall congregation wished to
build a church and it was the desire of the

Prese n t To,.vn sh i p B o a rd
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Kvinda Forening to help financially. The
ladies also had a deeper underlying
motive to stimulate the mission of the
church.

Through their efforts many dollars were
given to the church budget.

On May 10, 1888, the articles of in-
corporation and the present By Laws
were adopted; it was notarized May 25,
1888.

On May 17, 1890, Pastor Jensen laid
the corner stone for the congregation,s
first building.

It is believed Bessie Njos and lngebord
Kvale were the first children baptiied by
Rev. Wulfsberg before the organization of
the congregation.

Olaus K. Kerkevold and Knud Snortum
were buried in Marshall Cemetery in 1g77.

On October 2l , 1B7S pastor O. Olterson
was installed.

The church was completed and
dedicated on August 11, 1901 by T. A.
Torgerson. The address was based on St.
Luke 12:32.

Pastor Thomas Nilsson served from
1907 until 1908, when the Rev. Lauritz
Larson was installed July S, 1908.

On September 1, 1912 a dedication
service was held for the new altar area,
rooms at the back of the church and the
beautifui "Christ ln Gethsemane', stained
glass window.

Rev. K. Figenbaum came here March
31, 1913 and served until Rev. H. M.
Norman was installed October 14,1914.

Marshall and Little Cedar formed a
common parish in 1919. Rev. Alfred
Brevick was installed on May 27,1g2g and
remained for almost 19 years; during his
ministry the transition frorn Norwegian to
English was made.

Rev. Luther Berven served as pastor
from May 4, 1947 to June 1'1, 1950. Mr.
Arvid Bidne served as interim pastor until
November 5, 1950, when Rev. M. L. Witte
came. During his tenure the colored side
windows were installed, a new well was
drilled, and rest roorns installed. Altar
offerings were discontinued at this time.

Pastor Truman Mohn became our
pastor in the fall of 1958. About that time
the new service book hymnals were pur-
chased. Rev. Wayne Ouibell, who had
interned at Little Cedar and Marshall,
became our pastor in 1963. ln about 1946
Sunday School was started for pre-school

pupils, and for pupils who were mem-
bers that did not have access to the
weekday Bible School. Anna Johnson
was the Superintendent; the first teachers
included: Marion and Esther Hardicopf
and Mary Jane Finnbraaten. After a few
years all pupils of Marshall were
attending. For a few years there was also
an adult class with Agnes Kellogg as
leader and Henry Himebaugh as sub-
stitute.

ln 1970 a flagpole was given as a
memorial from which our nation's flag is
proudly displayed. Marshall Church is
now celebrating its centennial and was re-
decorated in 1974. A new organ was
purchased in 1975.

The present council members are:
Trustees: Gerald Osmundson, chairman,
Curtis Hatle. vice chairman, David Voigt,
Otto Flo and Marton Kellogg. Deacons
are: Darrel Gordon, Nordeen Snortum
and Larry Underdahl. Financial secretary,
Henry Mortenson. Treasurer, Walter
Underdahl and Secretary, Dale Hime-
baugh.

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Himebaugh have
served as faithful custodians for the past
30 years. God has blessed Marshall during
these many years.

Before us lays the future as unknown
as it was one hundred years ago. But
God's love in Christ Jesus is the same so,
as we move forward step by step, year by
year, we rely on Him who said, ',My Grace
is sufficient for Thee."

"The Lord has done great things for us,
whereof we are glad." Psalm: 126:3.

I nformation compiled by
Nordeen Snortum and

Ella Himebaugh

EARLY SCHOOLS IN MARSHALL
TOWNSHIP

District No. 65 (Roosevelt) was organ-
ized in 1867 at a meeting at the house of
Ole Tolefson. The following constituted
the board of directors: Stark peterson,
Gilbert Anderson and Thomas Knudson.
The first term of school was in Helga
Erickson's house by Rosella Bourgard.
The school when built was located in the
southeast quarter of section 3b. ln 187g it
was moved to the northwest quarter of
the southwest quarter of section 25. lda
White was the first teacher after it was
moved to its present location. After the

t
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'An Early School'

district was abandoned Peter Anderson
moved it across the road and used it as a
farm building.

District No. 105 (McKinley) was organ-
ized in 1879 and a school house erected at
a cost of $300. The building was iocated
on the northwest corner of section 34 (on
Joel Johnson's farm). The school was
taught by Annie Christopherson from
Udolpho.

District No. 103 was organized
September 20, 1879 at a meeting held at
the house of Swen Anderson. The
following officers were elected: George
W. Phillips, treasurer; Willis M. Corbitt,
clerk; Swen Anderson, director. A school
house was erected that fall which cost
$1000. The first term of schooi was taught
by George Emery in the winter of
1879-1880. This school house was located
in the southeast corner of section 17 (in
the Flonald Merten farm).

District No. 120 was organized in 1888
and the school house was built that same
fall. lt was located in the northeast corner
of section 9, which is south of Max
Pinke's farm.

,f, i; i:
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pupils resided in the utest part of Marshall
Township, L. to R., Norbert Lee, Richard
Anderson, George Pesch, Francis Smith,
Raphael Lee, Joe Pesch, Rudy Blom,
Grace Blom, Margaret Smith, John Pesch
and Teacher Mildred Burnett.

TH E CO UNTRY SCHOO LHOUSE
Reading, Riting, and Rithmetic all to the

tune of a hickory stick, quite typicai of the
old Country School.

The cor"rntry schoolhouses were either
wood frame buildings or possibiy log
structures with a straight gable roof built
on a foundation of rocks and mortar.

lnside was a wood burning space
lreater. Wood was used as fuel and was
stored in a wood box. ln the winter the
teacher would arrive early to kindle the
fire so it would be as comfortable as
possible f or the children. The heater
needed refueling several times a day,
ashes had to be shaken down and carried
out. Once in a while the stove pipe had to
be cleaned. Sometimes there would be
sudden down drafts and it would get
rather smoky in the'com.

Nr-, rural eiectricity was available so the
building was illuminated by kerosene oil
lamps, some of which hung from the
ceiling and others on brackets along the
wall.

Since ri-:ere was no basement, there
Lvas an uccasionai mouse scampering
across the flooi'and the teacher and some
of ihe girls would s?ream anC jump, much
to the delight ,:f th,; boys. On a stand was
a water pail for drinking and a dipper hung
on the wall. The children would go oui to
the well and pump .rvater with a handMartin Severson Schoal Bus in 1933.
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pump; if the kids were small two would
share the task. The older boys were
required to carry wood from a wood shed
and fill the wood box.

On each school yard there stood two
small structures with a crescent sawed in
one of the boards on each. These were
the forerunners of the modern bath-
rooms; in the winter it was quite a chilly
place for the children to use. On
Halloween they were sometimes tipped
by pranksters. Because there was no
modern bus service in those days, the
children would walk to school. The typical
teacher would teach all the grades in
these one room schoolhouses. The
younger children would over-hear those
in the upper classes and learn by keen
observation. She was quite observant of
the children's needs; sometimes they
would get sick and she saw to it that they
would get home safely; other: times a first
grader would be shy and homesick and
she would take him or her in her lap and
try to make them feel better. Occasionally
a fight would break out at recess and her
job would be that of peacemaker. Those
involved would be reprimanded, spanked
or deprived of recess privileges. This was
done so that they would show respect for
law and order resulting in honorable law
abiding citizens.

There were often little shinanegans
going on during school like pulling girls'
hair, shooting articles from a slingshot,
putting a mouse in the teacher's desk or a
spring clothes pin on someone's ear or a
pin in someone's pants bottom.

The schoolhouse was the social center
of the community. Neighbors would
gather together to enjoy a basket social,
lectures by speakers who would travel
around, school programs and other
functions that were of interest to the
public.

Nordeen Snortum

FIRST SETTLERS
The first settlement in the township

was by Helge Erickson in 1856, in the west
half of the southwest quarter of section
36. John Osmundson came in 1857 and
settled in the east part of section 36. Here
the first white child - Hannah Osmundson
was born - she later married Andrew A.
Wiste and lived in section 27. About '1860

Ole Tollefson and Gilbert Anderson came
and settled in section 36. Styvk Peterson
came in 1865; he also settled in section 36.

The first settlement in the north part of
the township came in 1857. The settlers
were Mahlon Parrit and his son, Dexter;
they settled in the northwest quarter of
section 3. The second settler was Michael
Luney in the northwest quarter of section
5. Amasa Converse came after the Civil
War and settled in the northeast quarter
of section 3. He started a cheese factory
there. William Godard came with Mr.
Converse and settled in the northwest
quarter of section 2.

SECTION 1 -

HANSON

Robert and Marlene Hanson have four
children, Rodney, James, Natalie and
Katherine. Robert's parents are Herbert
and Nellie Hanson. Marlene is the
daughter of Glenn and Lillian Miller.
Marlene and her parents moved here from

Andrew and Hannah lOsmundsonl Wiste
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Clay County, lowa in 1956. Robert bought
his farm from Glenn Miller in 1964.

This farm was homesteaded by Eara
and Elbert Jones in 1856, They lost the
farm because of taxes in 1864. J. E.

Easten purchased the farm from back
taxes. Others who owned this farm were
Nathan Banfield 1889, Ering Loomis 1890,
R. E. Baxter 1932, Carl Hunt 1956 and
Glenn Miller 1962.

SECTION 2

HAMILTON

Roy and Carol Hamilton bought their
farm just north of Elkton from Ernest and
Florence Schwerin in '1959. Roy worked at
Hormels for 21 years and now farms and
is a partner in Hamilton Grain in Elkton.
They have three children - Ron, age 24;
Randy, age22; Russ, age 1 7.

Carol's father, Will Kraft, was born in a
log cabin near St. John's Church, and
helped build the railroad which goes
through their farm. He will be 90 years old
this year. His parents came f rom
Germany.

J ECH

Martin and Marie Jech live on the
originai Frank Jech farm, which has been
in the family since 1900. A Mr. Hamen
owned it prior to this time. The Jechs are
of German descent, grandparents coming
to the United States in 1882. The family
includes Carl, Lorenz, Lois and Darlene.
Martin works part-time with his son, Carl,
Austin Rusco lnc.

SECTION 3

HARTJ E

This farm has been in the Hartje family
since it was purchased in 1877 from Mr.
Converse of Dexter. Wilbur Hartje, now
retired, still lives on the farm. Wilbur,
Rudolph, and Edson are the sons of Mr.
and Mrs. Will Hartje and r,vere born and
raised here. Will Hartjes built the present
house there. Many people remember the
music of the Hartje family, with Mrs.
Hartje playing the piano, Mr. Hartje, the
violin, and the three boys all with an
instrument. Wilbur's grandparents came
to the lJnited States in 1868 f rom
Neuenfelde, Hanover Province, Germany.

HANEY
Arnold and Jo Ann Haney have lived on

their farm since 1955 when they were
married. Arnold had been working on the
Hartje farm before this. Now they have a
large milking setup. Their children are
Gary, Debbie, Larry, Scott and Darwin.
The house on this farm was built by Oscar
and Marion Hagen.

K. PINKE
Kenneth and Darlene Pinke have lived

on their farm since 1953. They have four
children - Dennis, Dana, Dawn and Karen.
Kenneth works at Hormels in addition to
farming. This vruas formerly the Fred
Daleski farm.

LECHNIR
Just east of St. John's church is the

home of Ernest and Darlene (Johnson)
Lechnir. Ernest grew up near Preston, and
Darlene came from the Lansing-Red Rock
erea. They have four children - Lana Kay,
Kathy Jean (Mrs. Sidney Spurgeon),
Jeffrey and Tracy Wayne. Ernest has
worked at the Hormei plant for 26 years.
They moved to this place in 1960. The
house was built by Mr. and Mrs. Harold
ilubin in 1957. Harold is well known as the
rural mail carrier.

BREDFELDT
Pastor and Hazel Bredfeldt have six

children - Deborah, Ruth Ann, Naomi,
Sharon. Paul, and John. They came to
live in the parsonage when called to serve
St. John's Church in June 1966. Before
this they lived in Africa, working in the
mission field. Grandparents came to the
United States in 1890 from Germany,
England, Sweden, and Denmark. They
settled in Davenport, lowa and Menom-
onie, Wisconsin.

COWAN
Joyce came to her present home near

St. John's Church because she wanted to
live in the country. She has lived there
since August 1973. Her grandparents
came from Norway in the late 1800s. Herb
F{ayes lived in this place for about 15
years before.

M. PINKE
Max Pinke came from Germany to his

uncle in lowa. Then he worked at
Dammans for three years. ln October
1914 he rented a farm from Sam Swenson
and he is still renting the same farm. He
was married in 1916 to Anna Steingraber.
l-ler parents came from Pommern, East
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Germany in 1891. She was born on the
Baxter farm and later her parents moved
to the Graves farm. The pinkes had six
children - Walter, who is now farming the
farm; Herbert, deceased; Kenneth, Alvin,
Edna and Victor who are all married.

SECTION 4

OLSEN
Clarence and Rozella Olsen, after living

in town, decided they would like a little
country living, so after checking here and
there they picked a nice spot among some
oak trees near a little creek. On this spot
they built themselves a most interesting
and attractive home. They came here in
1970.

They have three children, Kent 17,
Wendy 16 and Melanie 11. The Olsen,s
grandparents came f rom Denmark,
Norway and Germany. This five acre plot
the Olsens bought was the northeast
corner of the Oscar and Elmer Studer
farm.

W. ANDERSON
ln 1972 Wayne and Sandy Anderson,

desiring to live in the woods, built them_
selves a brand new home in a nice
wooded area near the creek. They have a
son, Kevin Scott 14 and a daughter, Julie
Lynn 12.

The grandparents came from Denmark
and Sweden in 1870. The woods where
the Ancersons have built was known as
Sam Swenson's Woods and many school
picnics were held here. Outside of a few
falling in the creek and some minor picnic
accidents a good time was had by all.

STUDER
Oscar and Elmer Studer are living on

the farm where they were born
(1898-1899) in section 4 in Marshail
Township. ln 1927 Oscar was married to
Margery Gibbs. They have one daughter,
Janet, who lives in Minneapolis,
Minnesota. Throughout the years Oscar
and Elmer have enjoyed farming and
maintaining a herd of registered Red poll
cattle. The Red Poll herd was started in
1896 when their father purchased his first
Red Poll sire from a man who had
imported some cattle from England. They
have taken them to many fairs, and have
also sold to farmers in Canada and as far
away as Bogato, Columbia and Venez_
uela, S. A.

Oscar and Elmer's grandfather, seeking
a new land of opportunity, left Alsace_
Lorraine, a region in northeastern France,
and came to the United States in 1gS1. He
was only 15 years old and came by
himself. He stayed in New york for six
years and learned the shoemaker
business.

SECTION 5

RASMUSSEN
Dan came to his present home in 1g74

and the following year, 1g78, Dan was
married. Dan's mother, Mrs. Doloris Ras_
mussen also lives there in a little home of
her own. This 17 acres was formerly
owned by Emmett Scott and before that
by Emmett's father. Tom Scott, a police-
man from Chicago. Dan farms and also
does horse-shoeing and welding.

GRAY
Larrie and his wife Leigh have five little

girls - Christine 9, Cynthia g, patricia 7,
Julie 2 and Jennifer 6 rnonths. They came
to their present home in December 1g72.
They came here that they might be near
Austin. Seeking a better life, their grand_
parents came from Denmark in 1910. The
home the Grays purchased was the
former home of Mr. and Mrs. Ray Scott.

I. ANDERSON
A short time ago lrving passed away.

His wife Dorothy is still on the farm. They
raised three children, Curtis, 28, Darrel 26
and Luann 21. They came to this farm in
1933. Dorothy's grandparents came from
Frankfurt, Germany. This farm belonged
to Dorothy's grandfather Detlof Buhs. He
had three children, Charles, Lizzie and
Minnie. Charles died of diptheria leaving
the property ro Mrs. Hugo (Lizziel
Schwartz and Mrs. Art (Minnie) Stern.
Mrs. Hugo Schwartz is Dorothy,s mother.
So this is the history of the farm.

HAMMERMEISTER
The Arnold Hammermeisters raised

three children, Lois 31, David 2g and
Ronald 26. They came to their present
home in 1932. A few years ago Arnold
passed away. Arlene lives on the farm and
her two sons David and Ronald run the
farm. Arlene's grandparents came from
Frankfurt. Germany. This farm was
owned by Detlof Buhs. Arlene,s grand-
parent. so eventually it has come down to

\
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Arlene and heirs. Arlene is a sister of
Dorothy Anderson.

A. OLSEN
Agar and Margaret Olsen's family con-

sists of two children, a boy, Curtis Agar,
32 and a daughter Denise Ann 22. ln need
of a larger farm they came to their present
home in 1950. Their grandparents seeking
the 'Land of Opportunities' came from
Germany to the United States in 1880.
The Olsen farm was originally owned by
Mr. Louie Frank.

SECTION 6

SH E ELY
William and Carol Sheely purchased

their farm from his parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Art Sheely. They have a boy, Charles and
a daughter Sandra. The Sheelys are trying
something new. They are building a camp
ground trailer court just east of their
house. At present they have set out many
beautiful trees to enhance the court.
William is also a schooi bus driver for
District 500.

Sometime ago this farm was owned bY

Pete Hannigan and he rented it to a Mr.
Sorenson. When they threshed Pete
would hire some man with teams and
wagons to haul his share of the grain to
George Eastman's elevator in Elkton.
While resting their horses the men
decided they needed a little high test
themselves, so went to the saloon. They
never made it back in time with the
wagons so the threshing crew ran Pete's
share of the grain on the ground. Many
times when the threshing was done out in
the fields and the farmers had no need for
the straw, they would burn the straw.
Then at night time the sky would be lit up
here and there from the burning straw.

R. ANDERSON
Russell and Karen Anderson moved to

the family farm in 1959. Mr. Anderson is
the fourth generation to iive on the farm.
His great-grandfather, l-. G. Anderson,
bought it in 1883. His grandfather, Charles
Anderson, and his father, Richard, were
the next two owners. Russell purchased
the farm in 1972. Mr. and Mrs. Anderson
have five children - Lori 16, Lynnese 15,

Beth 12, Todd 9 and Corey 5.

EL!-EBY
Lyle and lva Elleby moved to the former

Bustad farm in 1973. They came from
Newark, lllinois. They have three children,
Edwin22, JoAnne 21 and Chris 18.

E. QUAST
Edson and Marie Ouast have lived on

this farm ever since they were married.
They have two married daughters, Dawn,
who iives at Eau Claire, Wisconsin, and
Gayle, who lives at Moore, Oklahoma.
Besides operating their farm they have a

laying flock of several thousand hens.
Edson is the third generation to own this
farm.

E.S.
C. QUAST

Celia has lived on the present farm
since she married Henry Ouast 60 years
ago. They have one son, Edson. Celia is
83 years oid and has revealed many early
experiences. She was the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. John Rogne.

E.S.

SECTION 7

KRAFT
Raymond and Bernice Kraft have six

children, three boys and three girls,
Ronald, Barbara, Darrell, Curtis, Eunice
and Marsha. Seeking to have a home of
their own, they bought this farm from
Joel Sternhagen in July 1956. This farm
was first owned by John Rolfe who came
from Sweden in i869. Bernice's parents
both came from Germany, her father in
1889, her mother in 1892. They had other
reiatives here and it sounded like a good
opportunity. Raymond works at Hormels.

R. ANDERSON
ln order to have a home by themselves

Richard and Grace left the old Anderson
family home and built a beautiful home on
a bare 80 about a mile south of the
original home. They have three sons,
Norman, Wayne and Russell. They are
married and have families of their own.
The ,Andersons have lived in their new
home for 17 years. The grandparents lived
in Sweden and had friends who lived in
the United States so in 1883 they also
came to the United States. Richard still
likes to do a little farming so can help
Russell once in awhile.

Page 32



REAGAN
Bernard Reagan and his wife Genevieve

live on this farm. lt has been in the family
for three generations. They carry on a
general farming enterprise and also drive
school buses. Their children are Mary,
Martin, Patricia, Bernadine, Jean and
Teresa. Martin and Margaret "MacBride,,
Reagan lived in a log house on this farm
when they first came here. The Reagans
and MacBrides were Civil War veterans
coming from Philadelphia to lowa then to
Minnesota. These two families came to
the United States from lreland. Martin
and Margaret were the parents of four
children - Bernard, John, Monica (Mrs.
Olaf Johnson) and Muriel (Mrs. George
Hangge).

WEIS
Paul and Pat Weis have a son Jason

about 4 months old. They are renting the
120 acres owned by Mr. and Mrs. Glenn
Gordon. The Gordons recently moved to
Austin. This was a fine opportunity for
Paul and Pat to farm. The land is just west
of the Swedish Church. ln the winter paul
also does carpenter work.

BUCKLEY
William and Diane Buckley moved to

the Lawrence Johnson farmstead this
spring. Williams is the Mower County
Sanitarian. Mr. and Mrs. Frank Johnson
and family lived here many years ago.
Their son Lawrence and his wife Helen
then took over and farmed here for many
years. They have now retired and moved
into Austin. They have two daughters,
Gladys and Janet.

SECTION 8

The Hoflanda Swedish Lutheran
Church is closed - but not forgotten. The
Marshall Township Church, 9 miles east
and two miles south of Austin, Minn., was
organized in 1883. The church was built in
1888. Until that time, services had been
held in the Corbitt school, District 103.
There was a growing feeling for the need
of God's guidance in this new land of
"Promise."

The first pastor was Rev. Swan
Anderson. Many families contributed $1
each with the most amount given to be

Hoflanda Swedish Lutheran Church as
it is today.

$300. The midsummer picnic June 24th
each year was something to remember. ln
1937 the church closed its doors, but a
cemetery association was organized.
Each year in May there is a general clean-
up, fix-up day to preserve the cemetery
and church property. Mrs. Francis Freed
is secretary.

BALLANTYN E
Willard Ballantyne and his wife Mildred

have five children - Helen, Joyce, Marvin,
Nancy and Sue. They purchased their
farm in 1951 from Mildred's mother. Mrs.
Ottelia Kirchner. This farm was first
homesteaded by lra Wood in 1856. Other
owners were Leo Anderson, H. J.
Hawkinsen, John Peterson, L. Norton, P.
Olson and Alfred Peterson. Then it was
sold to Adolph Lindell who built the
original house in 1914. Lindell sold 80
acres to Carl Kirchner in 1929. Then in
1951 his widow sold the farm to Willard
and Mildred Ballantyne.

Later Willard purchased 80 acres across
the road. lra Wood also homesteaded this
farm in 1856. The papers for this farm
were signect by President Buchanan on
June 1,1859.

Mildred Ballantyne

RUBLE
Douglas and Peggy have two boys,

Robert 5 and James 3. They really keep
the parents on their toes. They came to
their present home in February 1g72.They
wanted to buy a home and this was it.
Their grandparents were Pennsylvania
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(Dutch). They bought from Gus Blom and
the farm had been in the Blom family
since the 1800s. Doug has a tractor with a
backhoe and is very much in demand to
help others out of their digging problems.

McCLOSKEy
Eugene and Katherine McCloskey

bought their farm from Walter Grothwohl
in 1942. lt was originally one of the
Peterson farms. They have four children,
Madonna, Carol, Patricia and Thomas.
Eugene's grandparents came from lreland
in the 1850s. Eugene is a retired Hormel
worker and rents his land out.

LANTOW
James and Carol Lantow have two

children, Jon 11 and Jenny 7. They came
to their present home in August 1974.
They were attracted to their new home
because they liked gardening and peace
and quiet. Before coming here Mr.
Lantow taught school in Australia. Now
he teaches in Rochester. They have also
started gardening for they now have a
huge strawberry bed. Oh, my poor aching
back!!! This 10 acres is part of the original
John Blom farm.

sEcTtoN I

wtLsoN
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Wilson came to

their present farm home in 1962. They
have two children, Bradley and Mark.

LAMMEY
Cedric and Floy Lammey first lived at

the Ted Colescott farm, moving there
from lowa. ln 1973 they purchased the old
Warbelow farm. Cedric has built a new
cattle shed and is just completing a new
house. Their main enterprise is cattle
feeding and grain farming. Cedric and
Floy have three sons - Ernest, John and
Kenneth.

SECTION IO

MAISTROS
Don and Sue Maistros have lived west

of Elkton on the former Herbert
Tiedemann farm since 1974. He and Tom
Rodgers, a partner, are tiling contractors.
Their two children are Jessie and Chris.
The grandparents came to the United
States in 1920 from ltaly, Germany and
Greece.

DECKER
David Decker lives two miles west of

Elkton. The house on this farm was built
by Henry Tysseling who was a former
mail carrier. Mary Jane Kuipers purchased
the farm from Tony Wellik and families
who have lived here since then were Clif-
ford Harvey and Larry Hilton. David is a
teacher in the Elkton school.

E. B!NKLEY
Earl and Rose Binkley purclrased their

farm two miles west of Elkton in
November 1972. fhe home was built by
Herbert and Gertrude Tiedemann in 1962.
The Binkleys came to Minnesota from
Pennsylvania. They have two children,
Paul and Timothy. Paternal ancestors
came from Switzerland.

SECTION I I

CHAPEK
Russell and Annette Chapek purchased

their farm in 1960. Their family is Anita,
Rebecca, Russell and Rodney. Grand-
parents came to the United States in the
1870s and 1880s from Norway, Czech-
oslovakia, Germany and England. Annette
is the postmistress in Elkton. This was the
John Schwerin farm for many years. The
present house was built when they lived
there. Mrs. Hulda Schwerin (known as
"Grandma" by almost everyone) iives at
St. Mark's Home in Austin. She is 96
years "young," and remembers every-
thing. Pastor Landgrebe owned the farm
in the late 1800s, although he did not live
there.

WERNIMONT
Lester and Johnnie Wernimont moved

to Minnesota from lowa in 1958 to farm
southwest of Elkton. This farm was pur-
chased by Frank Gibbs in 1924 from a Mr.
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Deinst. After them Ernst and Florence
Schwerin lived here. Henry Clausen,
Bessie Lee and Roy Hamilton Sr. also
lived here. Later purchased by Ben
Wernimont. Children are Steve, Kim,
Patty, Deane, Bryan, Peter and Kim.
Grandparents came from Germany in
1915.

sEcTtoN t2

HOPPIN
ln 1888 George R. Hoppin bought a

parcel of land east of the railroad tracks in
Marshall township and Elkton village. On
this274 acres of land he built a house and
barn. His wife, the fclrmer Nellie Rahilly
who lived two miles north on what is now
the Earl Hamilton farm, died at an early
age leaving four small children - Mamie,
Mattie, lsabelle and Ralph. A twin to
Ralph died at birth.

ln 1923 George collapsed and died
while crossing the main street in Elkton.
Ralph, who was married to the former
Vera Peyton, then bought the farm from
the estate. They had two sons, Robert
who married Harriet Rowley of Dexter
anci now lives in Tucson, Arizona, and
George R. who married Myrtle Rabine,
also from Dexter, and now lives in
Portland, Oregon.

Ralph and Vera sold the farm to George
and Myrtle in 1942 and moved to Elkton.
The original barn and house are still
standing. The major improvement has
been an automatic cattle feeding system
with three Harvestores. Not any of the
three sons, George Jr., William, Douglas
or two daughters Ruth (Mrs. Dale Allen)
or Betty, (Mrs. William Rabine), cared to
farm and Myrtle was in failing health so
the farm was sold in 1973 to Lyle
Johnson. ln March 1976 itwas again sold,
and rented to Charles Kinney from lowa.

Even though the farm has changed
hands it will still be known for the next
few years as the old Hoppin farm one mile
east and a quarter mile south of Elkton.
Ralph Hoppin now resides in Grand
Meadow.

By Betty Rabine

SECTION 13

D. ANDERSON
Donald Anderson was born and raised

near Spring Valley. He came to the Elkton
area when he was 19 years old and
worked for the Lee Littlefields for 20
years. Donald was married to C. Suzann
Merritt in 1965. They lived for a while on
the Simon Bohn farm. Sometime ago
they purchased the Herman Bitker farm.
They have two children - Jackie 10 and
Kelly 7. Former owners of the farm
include Ole Johnson, Ray Willinger and
Herman Bitker.

E. HANSON
Ervin Hanson lived on this farm all his

life. He married Daisy Weness in 1943.
Ervin passed away in 1973.

Ervin Hanson's father was Erick
Hanson. He came to America at the age
of two years, with his parents. At the age
of 20 he purchased 75 acres and added to
it until he owned 192 acres. He married
Susie Slindee in 1894. She was the
daughter of Ole O. Slindee. a pioneer of
Marshall Township. Erick had three
brothers - Hans who never married, John
who was the father of Juletta Otto and
Peter who was the father of Herbert
Hanson of Elkton.

Ervin Hanson was an only child. After
his death his wife Daisy sold the farm to
Douglas Carpenter from lowa. Bryin
Klaehn lives in the house and George
Nolte farms the land. Daisy bought a new
house and moved to Adams.

SIEWERT
Frederic Siewert was born on this farm

and has lived there ever since. He
purchased 206 acres from his mother in
1964. His father was Paul Siewert. paul
and his wife Louise bought the farm from
his father Ferdinand Siewert. This farm
has been in the Siewert family since 1870.
Frederic and his wife Louise have four
children, Frederic, Paul, Sharon and
Kathyrn. This farm has been the livelihoocl
of four generations of Siewerts.

By Gloria Siewert
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sEc. 14

DAMMANN
l, Ernest C. Dammann was born Sept.

17, 1898 on the farm south of Elkton that
my father Henry Dammann bought in
1888 from Mary Crawford (then owner of
the farm), for $2000 at rhe District of Land
sale, Chatfield. The first land taxes my
father paid were $26.66 compared with
the taxes of $1037.62 paid in 1975. I have
the original Land Grant in the form of a
War Deed giving this 160 acres to a
widow of Private John Alvis, a soldier
killed in the Revolutionary War. This War
Deed was signed by the President of the
United States, James Buchanan.

My father, Henry Dammann, was born
at l-{ay Creek, Minn., and came to
Mower County in 1887. He dug wells on
farms in Red Rock, Dexter and Marshall
Townships that year. My grandfather,
Peter Dammann, was born in Hanover,
Germany in 1830. My mother, Bertha
{Tiedt) Dammann, was born at potsdam,
Germany in 1873. She came to America in
1881, arriving in Austin. She worked for
William Corbitt before marriage. My
grandfather, Carl Tiedt, was born at
Cammeror, Germany in 1839. He died at
ourfarm in 1923.

I attended grade school in Elkton, grad-
uating from the eighth grade in 1g12, and
went to high school in Dexter 1913-1914.
Frank Stephenson's mother was my high
school teacher. Mrs. Guy Rolfson was my
first grade teacher.

I married Marie Oelkers in 1931. She
died in 1958. To us were born three
children - Marilyn, Myron and Marlys.
Marilyn (Mrs. John Schefler) is a teacher
in the Austin Public School. Myron has
been managing the farm since 1960. He
and his wife, Lenora, live in Adams.
Myron raises purebred Berkshire hogs,
corn and soybeans. Marlys (Mrs. John
Larick) and her husband live near
Brownsdale.

I served on the Elkton School Board as
clerk from 1931 to 1952, and on the
Freeborn-Mower Electric Co-op tR.E.A.)
from 1938-1952. Mrs. Max Pinke and
myself are the oldest persons who were
born within two miles of Elkton and are
still living within two mile.i,

SHURSON
Neal and Kay Shurson first lived on 80

acres bought by his father, Harold
Shurson, in 1958. This was the Henry
Letts farm. ln 1974 Neal bought the farm
from his father. When Neal's father
retired in 1975 and moved to Adams, Neal
bought and moved on the home farm.
This was the home of Paul and l_ouise
Siewert, but Paul's father, Ferdinand,
owned it. Neal's father came to the
United States alone from Bergen, Norway
at the age of 19. Neal and Kay Shurson
have five children - Gerald, Diane, Susan,
Karen and Evan.

ROGNE

Harlan Rogne is married to Virginia
Wood and they have eight children living -
Robert, Bruce, James, Dennis, Barry,
Dixie (Mrs. Jerry Bergstrom), Ray and
Miriam. One child, Marshall is deceased.
h{arlan's father, John L. Rogne, first
settled on this farm and Harlan was born
here. Mr. and Mrs. John Rogne farmed
here for many years. Their ancestors
came from Norway. The farm has been in
the family since '1890.

SEC. 15

.! ENSEN
Herman and Victor Jensen moved to

this farm in 1938. They farmed together
until World War ll. Herman served four
and one-half years in the Army. After he
returned Victor went to work for Osmun-
dson Brothers. Herman farmed by himself
until 1971, then he rented the land out and
he worked at the Mayo Clinic.

Stella and Fierman were married in
1952. She has one daughter Stella Mae,
also two grandchildren. Stella worked in
Washington, D. C. for 32 years. Herman is
part-time custodian at High Forest Rest
Stop on lnterstate 90. Former owners -
Ben Grants, Nels Erickson, Sena Erick-
son, William Rote and Chris and Ann
Jensen.

BARROWS
Don Barrov,rs is married to Louise

Anderson. Their children are Richard (in
Texas), Stanley (deceasecj), Darlene (Mrs.
Stanley Ask, St. Ansgar), Betty (Mrs.
Harold tsoysen, Rochester), and Connie
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(Mrs. Bruce Johnson, Kasson). Don
worked at the Hormel plant for 45 years
and is now retired. Louise is a Stanley
Home products representative. William
Wigham rents the farmland. This place
probably was the first farm to have a
modern milking parlor in Marshall
Township. Louise's father, Anton Ander-
son, came from Norway in 1901 and her
mother, lngebord, came in 1902. Don's
parents are of German descent. Former
owners were Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Francis.
This was known as the Ed Shaw farm.

K. BINKLEY
Kenneth Binkley and his family pur-

chased their farm in 1971. They have
three children - Karen, Kevin and Sherry.
This farm was owned by Art Corbitt.
When his daughter, Laura, married
Stephen Bianche they moved to this
farm. Stephen Bianche built the house
from bricks he hauled from the old Taopi
Bank.

SECTION 16

JAX

..lohn and Cindy (Schroeder) Jax and
their son Erick now live on the Willis
Corbitt farm. John works for Luverne
Hanson, who is a great-grandson of Willis
Corbitt.

Willis M. Corbitt, the son of M. L.
Corbitt was born in Steuben County, New
York, June 6, 1846. When he was 12 years
old he came to Minnesota. He purchased
land in Section 16 in Marshall Township.
Willis was married to Elizabeth Bacon and
they had four children, Lewis, Arthur,
LeRoy and Nellie. Sheep and cattle were
their.main enterprlse. Lewis lived on this
farm for many years. lt now belongs to
Leonard and Lucille Hanson. Luciile is
LeRoy Corbitt's daughter.

GEHRKE
Howard and Cathy Gehrke moved to

this farm from lllinois. They have two
children, Caroline and Matthew. l-loward
is engaged in general grain farming. This
is the former LeRoy Corbitt farm. Other
owners include D. H. Morrison and
William Carpenter who recently moved to
Texas.

SECTION 17

PIEPER
Vincent and Viola Pieper live on the

John Peterson farm. They moved here in
1958. lt has been in the family sincdl93g.
Vincent has worked at Hormels for 26
years. They have four children - Vincent
..!r., Juanita, Lawrence and Louis.

STEPHENSON
Lyle arrd Edna Stephenson moved to

this farm from Riceville, lowa in 1955. Lyle
has a herd of Ayrshire cattle and raises
hay and grain. Their children are Randy
(married to Janet Huseby), Judy (Mrs.
Gary Lubke) and Cindy {Mrs. David
Bloomquist). This farm was known as the
Jdhn and Anna Blom farm.

R. MERTEN
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Merten have three

children - Julie, Mark and Michael.
Ronald's parents are Mr. and Mrs. Ed
Merten. They farmed this farm for many
years. They have retired and Ronald now
owns the farm. Ronald has a dairy herd
and is also engaged in general farming.

D. MERTEN
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Merten raise hogs

as their main enterprise. Donald is the son
of Mr. and Mrs. Ed Merten. He has three
children - Pat, Sherri and Scott. This farm
was formerly occupied by the Henry
Hilmer family.

NELSON
Dale and Sherry Nelson live on the

Ralph and Hazel Hallman farm in section
17. They moved here from Austin. Dale
works for the Crowley Beverage
Company in Austin. Their children a-re
Todd 12 and Heidi4. The Stanley Barrows
family have also lived here.
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SEC. 18

USKEN
George and lda Usken came here from

lowa in 1955. Their farm was known as
the Henry Sickman place. George and lda
have four children - Berlyn, Betty
(Hartwig), Gary and Roxanne. George
came to America from Norway in 1927.
This spring they had the pleasure of a trip
to California to visit with his brother, who
came from Norway to visit. The brothers
had not seen each other since 1927.

STUDER
The Lawrence Studers raised two child-

ren - Judy 28 and Gene 24. Lawrence and
Vivie came to this home May 4, 1952.
They had always rented and wanted a
farm they could call their own so they
bought this one. Vivie's grandparents
came to America in 1870. They bought
this farm from Mrs. Brough Patterson and
her father Mr. Kline owned it before that.
It is 240 acres and Vivie's son Gene farms
it. They raise stock cows and feeders.

WEIS
This farm originally belonged to

Madonna's parents, Mr. and Mrs. George
J. Schmit. The Schmits put up the
buildings. Eventually Maynard and
Madonna moved here. They have four
children - Alan, Paul, Mary and Myron, all
married except Myron. They have four
grandchildren. Their grandparents, desir-
ing to farm, came from Luxembourg. The
Weis family has lived on this farm 28 years
and the farm has been in the possession
of part of the family for 48 years.

KESTER
Hugh and Orpah Kester bought this 118

acres in 1943. They thought this would be
just the place to live and farm. They have
two sons - Leonard and Charles. One
grandparent came from Germany and one
from Denmark. They had relatives here so
in 1880 they came to the United States. A
George Smith lived here in 1899 and built
part of the house and other buildings.
Then a Lefty Saunders owned it until
1943. The Kesters now rent their farm out.
Mrs. Kester taught school for many years.

sEC. t9

OSTERHOLT
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Osterholt moved

to their farm in 1966 from Austin. They
have two children - Walter Jr. and
Sharon. Former residents of the farm
were Hartmans, Joe Landherr, George
Landherr, Joe Wendel and Sukows.
Walter works at the Austin Daily Herald
as an engraver.

WHALEN
Thomas Whalen is married to Marsha

Emery and they moved to the Ted Coles-
cott farm from Austin this spring. They
have two children - Chad 4 and Renee
2%. Thomas came from Near Canton,
and Marsha from the Decorah, lowa area.
Thomas is employed by Hormels and
raises hogs and grain. His ancestry is
Norwegian and lrish.

SEC.20
LARSON

These two young men live on the
Albert Larson farm - Dean Walsh, whcr
was raised south of Austin, and Rodney
Huinker, who was raised north of Austin.
Both of them work at the Hormel plant
and have lived here about one year.

Albert and Nathalie Larson moved to
their farm in 1886. They had two children -
Warren and Florence Larson Freed.
Albert's parents, August and Hannah
Larson, came to United States from
Sweden in 1870. They first settled in
Boston, Mass. where August worked as a
shoemaker. ln 1878 they came to
Minnesota.

Nathalie's parents were John and Clara
Swenson. John came to Chicago in 1879.
He sent for his wife Clara and two sons
Anton and Charles in 1881. They moved
to Minnesota in 1883. ln 1886 August
Larson purchased this farm. This farm has
been in the Larson name for many years.
Albert Larson lived on the farm until his
death in 1958.

On March 2, 1883 a group of people
met at the school house district 103 for
the purpose of organizing a church. lt was
named Swedish Evangelical Lutheran
Church. August Larson was a trustee.

By Florence Freed
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L. NELSON
Laurel and Bertha Nelson purchased

their farm in 1959. They have four children
- Gailon, Gerald, Bradley and pamela.
Mrs. Nelson was the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Martin Severson. Laural Nelson
works at Hormels and farms. At one time
this farm was called the August and Hilda
Johnson farm.

BERGSTROM
Gayle and Lavonne Bergstrom have

four children - Sheryl, Blair, Bruce and
Richard. Gayle's great-grandparents,
John and Anna Hogberg, came to the
United States from Sweden in 1884.
Gayle's grandfather, Alfred Borgstrom,
joined his mother and stepfather in 1886.
ln 1891 Alfred Borgstrom sent a tickdt to
Sweden for Anna Anderson. They were
married and lived on this farm until 1929.
Their youngest son, Alvin, purchased this
farm and married Gertie Resdall from
Hinckley, Minn. Alvin is the father of
Gayle Bergstrom.

Alvin Bergstrom had three brothers and
three sisters. His youngest sister was
burned while playing with matches in an
upstairs bedroom. She was only four
years old. She died a week later from
inhaling the fumes. This was in 1908.
Through the years Borgstrom gradually
became Bergstrom. Gayle Bergstrom
purchased the farm from his father in
1965.

D. LARSON
Donald and Norma Larson moved to

their farm in 1962. Their children are
Randy and Janet Larson. Donald Larson's
parents are Mr. and Mrs. Hogan Larson.
This farm was once called the old Askell
Knutson farm. Their grandparents came
to this country in 1900 from Sweden.

SEC.2I

voAs
Wilbur Voas came from lowa and

purchased their farm in 1956. This farm
was the Carl Veer Sr. farm. Mr. Voas rents
his farm and Mrs. Voas is a registered
nurse at St. Olaf Hospital in Austin.

HATLE
Michael Hatle is married to Barbara

Howe. They live on the Henry Lett farm.
Mike and Barbara have one daughter
named Kya Marie. This farm was last
occupied by the Neal Shurson family. lt
was formerly owned by the Gustav L[tt
family. Henry Lett lived here along with
Mr. and Mrs. Algot Peterson. This farm
belongs to Neal Shurson.

HATLE
Merle Hatle is married to Myrtle

Johnson. Merle and Myrtle are both from
North Dakota. They lived for awhile on
the E. N. Viste farm. A number of years
ago they purchased the Ben Hanson
farm. Later they bought the Carl Ellingson
farm where they now live. They havelour
children - David, Curtis, Gloria and
Michael.

SEC.22

R. KNIGHT
Richard and his wife Elizabeth moved

to their farm in 1948 from lowa. Their
ancestors came from England and
Germany. They have two children
Mardel and Keith. Richard Knight's farm
was first purchased from the U. S.
Government in 1856 by John Keyes. lt has
changed hands many times. Some of the
people living here were Eddie Olson,
Norman Finkelson and Hildegard Lunde.

K. KNIGHT
Keith purchased the lrving Anderson

farm just north of his parents in 1971. He
and his father operate these farms
together. Keith is married to Betsy Havlik
and they have one daughter Elaine Marie.
This farm was purchased from the United
States Government in 1856 by Pitt Cook.
There have been many renters, but this
name was still on the mortgage when pur-
chased by lrving Anderson in 1935,

D. HATLE

David Hatle is marriec.l to Linda
Schmidt. They have two daughters -
Rhamoda and Rhonda Schmidt. David
farms with his father Merle Hatle who
lives nearby. They purchased this farm
f;'om Joe Luksiks who lived here for
several years. Other owners were John
Johnson and Carl Oualey.
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SEC.23

ELNESs
Clifford (Jack) Elness and his mother,

Minnie Elness, moved to the Mary Koloen
farm from Windom in 1gzl4. They had a
little herd of Holstein cattle, sheep,
chickens and hogs. After his mother
passed away Jack continued to live here.
He rents his land to Luvern Hanson and
has retired. His brother Leland was
married to Esther Schwerin from Elkton.
Former owners of this farm were Andrerr,,
Sorflaten and John Snortum.

MEAD
Mr. and Mrs. Mead purchased the

building site on this farm formerly owned
by Lee Hamilton. They moved from a
farm east of Elkton where they had lived
for several years. Robert was employecl
by Golden Dairy of Austin. The Meads
have 12 children - Linda, Sharon, Mike,
Sandra, Richard, Robert, Suzanne,
Cheryl, Christine, Paul, Joan and Jeffery.
Former owners include Martin pederson,
Elmer Wilson and Lee Hamilton.

HAMILTON
Nora Hamilton's farm was known as

the Ole Rudlong farm. Mrs. Hamilton has
three sons. They are Roy Jr., Earl and
Norbert. They all live and farm in the
Elkton area. The boys started an auction-
eering service and also built a grain
elevator in Elkton. The Hamiltons
purchased this farm in 1952, having
moved here frorn Lansing Township.
Other owners of this farm were Arne
Husebyand Ben Severson. Nora has now
built a new home in Elkton where she is
living.

wtcHAtvl
Duane Wigham is married to Meridee

Larson. They live on the old Brede
Haugen farm. Duane raises grain and
hogs. Duane and Meridee have three
children - Duane Jr., Dawn and Dee.
Former owner Brede Haugen was born in

- Norway and came to American in 1870.
He came first to lowa. ln 1876 he bought
160 acres of wild land in Marshall Town-
ship. He moved a house onto this farm.
Brede was married to Anna Nilson and
they had six children - Nickolai, peter,
Clara (Mrs. Ray Willinger), Bessie, Ella
(Mrs. Clifford Wiste) and Minnie.

SEC.24

SCHROEDER
James and Shirley Schroeder moved to

their farm in 1964. They have five child-
ren - Cindy (Mrs. John Jax), Julie, Susan,
Steven and Darcy. Shirley's parents are
Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Asper who now live in
Adams. James raises hogs, is engaged in
general farming. and does income tax
work. Former owners of the farm were
Carl Amundson, Anton Asper who lived
on a farm in section 26, then Louis Asper,
and Oscar Aspers.

W. BERGENE
Ward Bergene is married to Lois Hue-

moeller. They have lived on the old Arne
Huseby farm since 1956. Ward raises
hogs and does general grain farming. He
is also a guard at Hormels. Their chiidren
are Bradley, Brian, Bruce, Bettina, Brett
and Bryce.

WIGHA'VI
William and Edna Wigham live on the

old Andrew Tufte farm. They moved here
after living on the Jacob Knutson and
Vernon Keifer farms. Their children are
Robert, Jean, Dorothy, William Jr.,
Duane, Paul and Joyce.

Formcr owner - Andrew Tufte came to
American in 1875. He married Ragnild
Munedal in 1879. Children are Henry,
Nettie (Mrs. Harry Haraldson) and Martin.
After Ragnild passed away he married
Anna Severson and they had seven
children - Carl, Rachel (Mrs. Joseph
Matteson), Mary (Mrs. Clarence Matte-
son), Clara (Mrs. Ernest Fett), Ella, Elmer
and Nordeen.

E. SIEWERT

Elmer and Gloria Siewert purchased 80
acres from John Biza in 1960. Then they
bought 110 acres from Elmer's mother,
which was part of the homestead where
Elmer's grandparents settled. Elmer's
grandfather, Ferdinand Siewert, was born
in 1863 and married Augusta Erlitz who
was born in 1861. They had eight children
- Paul (Elmer's father), William, Anna
Wilmont, Louise Baldner, Mary, Dora
Cline, Martha Olson, and Minnie Fahje.
Paul Siewert married Louise Nagle and
farmed the homestead many years. Their
children were Frederic, Elmer, Esther and
Helen. Elmer's children are Dixie, David,
Darrel' Dale and Diane' 

by Groria siewert
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HANSON
Luvern and Judy Hanson have lived on

the farm known as the Andrew Sathre
fqrm silce i962. They halre three sons _

Mark 12, Craig 9 and Kevin 6. Judy is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Hime_
baugh. Luvern's parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Leonard Hanson, moved to the farm in
1943 and now live in Austin. Luvern,s
great-grandparents (Corbitts) came from
the British lsles to Vermont, then to
Mower County, about 1860.

SEC.25

ANDERSON
Norman Anderson,s grandather,

Andrew Anderson, came from Norway at
the age of 13. ln 1874 Andrew purchased
80 acres of bare land in Marshall
Township. He improved the land and builta frame house. He married Elizabeth
Rasmussen in 1879. They had five child_
ren - Robert, Andrew, Emma, Oscar and
lsabel. Their son Robert Anderson took
over the farming operation. He married
Clara Alfson in 1903. To this union five
children were born - Carol (Mrs. Bernard
IVlcMahan), Norman, Arnold, Ruby (Mrs.
William Heuman) and Lillian (Mrs.
Kenneth Sprau).

Norman now lives on this farm, having
retired, and rents out the land. He hai
farmed it for 36 years.

SEC.26

OLTJ EN

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Oltjen live on the
old Peter Anderson farm. Mr. Oltjen has
recently purchased the Anderson Hard-
ware store in Adams. He formerly
managed the Big Bear Store in Austin.
They have four children - Reed, Nathan,
Lukas and Michaelea. This farm is owned
by Nomer Larson. Historical note - The
schoolhouse for district 65 was across the
road and the school children would carry
drinking water from the well on this farm.

LAMMEY
Ernest Lammey lives on the former

Elmer Schwerin farm. He is employed by
Land O Lakes in Albert Lea. Andrew and
Sophie Slindee also lived here. This farm
was known as the Sever Rogne farm.

1917 Buick on Snortum Farm

SNORTUM
This farm has been in the Snortum

family for 100 years. lt is now farmed
by Nordeen and Arnold Snortum. Knud
Snortum came from Norway to the
Adams area about 1874 along with his
children Ole, Jul (John) and Mirrit. They
settled in Adams twp. section tvvo now
owned by Earl Weness. Knud passed
away in 1887 and was one of the first
burials in Marshall Lutheran Cemetery.
His son Jul, who later was called John,
purchased a parcel of land in section 26 of
Marshall township. ln 1879 he married
Betsy Knutson, who also came to
America from Norway. Her parents were
Mr. and Mrs. Knute Arneson. The
Arnesons first settled in Wisconsin and
later moved to the Adarns area. They first
lived in a dugout on the r;orth bank of
Little Cedar River, where the Sacred
Heart Cemetery is now located.

NELSON
Joy and Alpha (Anderson) Nelson,

along with their daughter Marion
Christine, moved to this farm in 1g37.
They came from Nevada Township
having purchased this farm the year
before. Loren Dean was born the year
after they moved here. Marion (Mrs.
Vincent Aaker) and Loren live in Roch_
ester. Alpha passed away in 1g44. Joy
married Elizabeth Sathre Halverson on
March 11, 1950. They reside on the farm
and spend the winter months in Arizona.
This was the old Ole Anderson farm.
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Mr. and Mrs. John Snortum were the
parents of the following children - Marie,
Carl and John Alvin. Carl married Elsie
Huntley in 1924 at Cresco, lowa. She was
the daughter of Orrin and Emma
Huntley of LeRoy. They had three
children - Nordeen, Elaine and Arnold.

SEC.27

SHAW
Hans J. Shaw came to America in 1gb7

with his parents. They first settled in
lowa. ln 1858 the family came to Adarns.
Hans bought a farm in Marshall Township
in 1866. ln 1868 Hans married Martna
Lakken. Two children were born to thern -
Emma Sathre and Jennie Neus. The
mother died and Hans married Martha
Fardahl in 1879. They had one son John.
John Shaw married Gertrude (Tina)
Johnson and they had three children -
Harry, Mrs. Ed Kittleson and Mrs. Maurice
Basness. Mr. and Mrs. John Shaw built a
house on the farm and lived there until
they passed away.

Harry Shaw married lsabelle Johnson
in 1943 and purchased the farrn. Harry has
lived on this place all his life ancj con-
tinues to farm and drive a school bus. He
also is the present township clerk. Harry
Shaws have four children - Harry Jr., .jon,
Mrs. Dennis Henniger and Mrs. James
Penning. This farm has been in this family
1 10 years.

PI E PER
Louis Pieper is married to Nancy Under-

dahl. Louis is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Vincent Pieper. Nancy is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Underdahl. Louis
Pieper and his wife live in a house on the
Harry Shaw farm.

RUECHEL
Charles and Marlene Ruechel purchas-

ed the Alfred Wiste farm in 1966. They
moved here from Lyle Township. Charles
and Marlene have eight children
Cynthia, Randall, Dellene, Melanie,
Terence, Shannon, Shawn and Charles.
Charles has a herd of Holstein cows. He
built a new milkhouse, an addition to the
barn, and put up a new silo. Charles
worked at the Wilson plant, but now
donates all his time to his farming
enterprise.

Andrew A. Wiste, father of Alfred,
came to America from Norway with his
parents in 1867. After working at
Decorah, lowa for five years he came io
Adams and bought land first in Clayton
Township, then in Marshall. He married
Hannah Osmundson who was the first
white child born in the township. ln 1920
they retired and moved to Adams. They
were blessed with the following children -
Sophia (Mrs. L. A. Asper), Josie (Mrs. S.
T. Bohn), Alma No. 1 (died at age 2l,2nd
Alma (Mrs. E. N. Johnson), Hattie (Mrs.
J. C. Knutson), and Alfred. Ferdie Wiste
and Henry Anderson, foster children, also
lived on this farm.

UGLUM
Lloyd and his wife lrene have one son

Dennis. lrene's parents were Ole E. Ulven,
who came to America in 1861 from
Norway. lrene passed away in 1g75. Lloyd
with his son, Dennis, farm the home farm,
which Lloyd purchased from his father,
lver Uglum. iver was born in Norway in
1879 and came to America at the age of
'l 1. He married Anne Anderson. who was
born in Denmark in 187b. She came to
America with her parents in 187g and
settled in Clayton Township. Her parents
were Mr. and Mrs. Jens p. Anderson.

Mr. and Mrs. lver Uglum lived on
various farms in Clayton Township unti!
1920, when they settlecj on the farm
where Lloyd now lives. This farm was
known as the Erick Boe farm for many
years.

L. LARSON
Lowell Lee Larson is married to Ruth

Ann Schaefer. They have one son, Justin
Lee. Lowell works with Duane Wigham,
farming. This fai'm was known as the old
Slindee farm. Their ancestors came from
Norway and Germany. This farm was last
occupied by Paul and Gert Loecher who
harre now moved to Adams. The Loecher
children are Sister Elene, Donna (Mrs.
Lynn Femrite), Lester and Debra (Mrs.
Jack Hamilton).
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B. LAMMERS
Bernard is married to Virginia Fruth and

they have four children - Jeanne, Diane,
Monica, and David. This farm was kncwn
as the Jacob Knutson farm for many
years. Bernard's father, Theodore Lam-
mers purchased the farm and later sold it
to his son Bernard. His father then moved
to Rose Creek.

WOLFF
Gordon and Delores Wolff have three

sons - Richard, Ronald (married to Cathy
Osmundson) and Bradley. Gordon raised
livestock and did grain farming, but now
rents his land to Cedric Lammey. Delores
works at Cedarvale at Austin. They
moved here in 1950 from Rose Creek. This
farm was known as the Amund Oualey
farm.

MAY
Clarence and Joline May moved to this

farm this spring from the Taopi area. Their
children are Mary (Mrs. John Tancheff),
Judy (Mrs. Robert Osmundon), Carol
(Mrs. William Anderson), Arleen (Mrs.
Stan Moren), Robert and Arlette. The
Vincent Kellners lived here for a number
of years but have moved to Adams now.

SEC.29

L. MEISTER
Luther and Ruby Meister bought their

farm in 1946. Luther spent 44 months in
service during World War ll. Ruby worked
at Hormels. They have four children -
Gary works at Rosemount Engineering as
Design Tech, Ronald works in Fridley,
Minn. as an electrical engineer. He works
on pacemakers for the heart. Darlene
Meister Voeltz teaches in Stewartville,
Minn. Cheryl will be graduated in Juno,
1976 and majored in business adminis-
tration.

B. BENDTSEN
Ben and Anna Bendtsen moved to the

Dean farm in 1938 from Hayfield. After
farming there for 20 years they bought the
Jacobson farm across the road. There
they built a new home. The Bendtsens
have 10 children - Marcine, Myles, Roma,
Ramona, Alan, De, Kay, Gary, Karen and
Karol. Ben came to the United States
from Denmark when he was 14. They
have now retired and spend the winters in
Arizona.

sEC.30

HARTWIG
Kenneth and Becky purchased their

farm in 1975 from Becky's uncle, Gerald
Jacobsen. Becky is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Everett Boe and lived in Adams.
Their great-grandparents came to this
country in the late 1800s from Germany
and Norway.

G. BENDTSEN
Gary and Barbara Bendtsen moved to

the Edna Flemming farm in 1961. They
have four children - Robin 16, Julie 14,
Cindy 12 and Marcy 9. Mr. Bendtsen's
grandparents came to the United States
in 1914 from Denmark.

CRESS
Henry and Lucille Cress bought their

farm in 1919. They have four children -
Cheryl Jean Cress Bretbarth who lives in
Austin, Daniel who lives in Green Bay,
Wisconsin, Randall lives in Fairmont,
Minn., and Timothy at home. Their
grandparents came to this country from
Germany. Henry Cress farms his farm and
is postmaster in Rose Creek.

sEC.3t

M. MEISTER
Melvin and Ruby Meister moved to

their farm in 194.3. They have one son,
Douglas, who lives in Sioux Falls, S. D.
The Meisters have been very active in
Grange for many years. Their grand-
parents came to this country from
Germany.
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GRIEME
Gordon and Gert Grieme came frorn

South Dakota to their farm in 1967. They
have six children - Linda, Sheliy, Marcia,
Gary, Barbara and Donna. Their grand-
parents came from Canada, Norway and
Germany.

HAYS
Tom Hays lives on the Gardner farm.

He works at the Hormel plant. Mr. and
Mrs. John Lammey moved from here this
spring. Lee Jester built up this farmstead
when he lived here. The house was the
hotel in Rose Creek.

SEC.32
SCHLICHTER

Vincent and Mary Ann Schlichter live
on the old Dean farm east of Rose Creek.
They came here in '1961. Their ancestors
came from Germany about 1887. They
have five children - Barbara Ann. Harold,
Norbert, Sherri and Jon.

Historical note - According to history
this farm was once owned by Governor
IVlarshall (1868-1874). He improved the
property and later sold it to W. H. Dean
who was in a lurnber business in New.
York. Dean move": from New York to
Ohio and then to l:t. Paul where he buiit
the first street railway system in 1872. He
then sold his interest in this system for
some land in Marshal! Townshio. Mr.
Dean continued improvements on the
farm until he passed away. This was one
of the largest farms in the area.

SEC.33
WOLTERMAN

Haroid and Rita Wolterman purchased
and moved here in '1956 from lowe.
Harold carries on a diversified farming
operation - hogs, beef and milk cows.
They have six children - Mrs. Brian
Halbach, Tom, Dean, Mark, Jo Ann and
Robert. Mark farms with his father. Mr.
and Mrs. Neis Anderson bought this farm
in 1885 and lived here until 1908, when
they moved to Adams. Mrs. Anderson's
name was lngri Johnson. Their children's
names were lda, Amanda, (Mrs. E. J.
Huseby), Jeanette (Mrs. Conrad Soma),
and Coramae (Mrs" E. S. Anderson).
Other owners were Tennis Larson and
Robert Utake.

KI EFER
Vernon Kiefer is married to Priscilla

Duren. This large family of 15 children are
Mrs. Ken iax, Mrs. Larry Smith, Mrs.
Michael Murphy, Mrs. Adry Huemann,
Terance, Vernon Jr., John, Dean, David,
Gene, Rosanna, Mary Kay, Thomas,
l-eonard and Barbara. Vernon is engaged
in general grain farming. They moved to
this farm in 1945. Their great-grand-
parents came from Germany.

STRUTHERS
George Struthers was married to Judy

Schrock of Preston in 1969 and moved on
this farm, owned by the Fardahl family in
1970. They have three children - Williarrr
5, Laurie 4 and Todd 3. George has a herd
of dairy cattle and some hogs. and does
general farminE. Judv is a registered
nurse and w'orks at St. Olaf Hospita!.
George's ancestors are from Scotland.

SEVERSON
Maui'ice Severson and his wife Geral-

dine have three children - Charlotte,
Robert and Shari. Maurice Severson rryas
born on this farm in 1925 and passeci
away frorn a heart attack in 1976. l'ne
Severson farm has been in the family for
three generations and 109 years.

Mons and Ragnild Severson homestea-
ded the farm in 1867. Mons came to
America from Norway in 1859 at the age
of 30. !-{is wife Ragnild came in 1861 at the
age of 18. They first settled in Sun Prairie,
Wisconsin. ln 186i they married and
came to Adarns area anci homesteaded
the present Severson farm. -l-hey 

had
seven children - Anna, Sharah, Erick,
Sever. Ole, Marie and Martin. Anna was
the mother of Mrs. Marie Matteson, a

resident of Adams.
The youngest son, Martin, married

Nora Erager and bought the Severson
farm in 1928. To this union five children
were born - Kenneth, Rosella, Francis,
Bertha and Maurice. Martin Severson
died in 1954 and his wife in 1967. Maurice
purchased the farm in 1968.

By Geraldine Severson
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SEC.34

FARDAHL
Grandparents Mr. and Mrs. John S,

Fardahl came to America with their family
in 1875. After living for a time in Philadel-
phia they came to Marshall Township. ln
1884 their son John J, Fardahl purchased
the home farm, clearing much of the land
and erecting the buildings. John J. was
married to Gonhilde Skarsbo, a native of
Norway. They had six children - John,
Alfred, Louis, Melvin, Nels and Caroline.
Melvin and Louis have lived their entire
lives on this farm. They have now retired
and rent their farm out.

YUNKERS
Philip and Leonilla (Mullenbach)

Merten purchased the old Ole H. Oualey
farm in 1929, later adding another 20
acres. Philip had a herd of dairy cows and
also did some trucking and drove a school
bus. He passed away in 1954. Their
children are Dorothy (Mrs. Alfred
Loecher), twins Mathias and Michael
(deceased), Nathan, Marcella (Mrs.
Damien Bissenl, and Bernard.

ln 1958 Leonilla married Ray Yunders.
Ray worked for Osmundsons for many
years and is now retired. Mr. Yunkers had
two daughters by a former marriage, his
first wife passing away. Their names are
Maxine (Mrs. Norbert Gerber) deceased
and Mildred (Mrs. Eugene Stern).

JOHNSON
Joel Johnson married Clara Knutson, a

daughter of A. S. Knutson. To this union
four children were born - Wilbur, Mildred
(Mrs. Martin Olson), Carlton and Byron.
Mr. Johnson has passed away and his
wife, Clara, and son, Wilbur, continue to
live on the farm. Mr. and Mrs. J. C.
Johnson came to America with their son
John in 1861. They settled in Section 34 in
MarshallTownship. ln 1878 John married
Randi Dahl. They had five children - Mary,
Hannah, Clara, Ella and Joel. John
Johnson served as a county commission-
er for six years and was also a school
board member. Joel Johnson purchased
the farm from his father. This farm has
been in the Johnson family for over 100
years.

o. wtsTE
Orrin Wiste married Kathleen Blaser.

They have five children - Louise, Dean,
twins Mark and Merrit and Kimberly. Ole
O. Wiste was born in Norway in 1852. He
married Caroline Osmundson in 1883. ln
1884 they purchased a farm in Marshall
Township and were one of the early
farmers in this area. They were blessed
with three children - Jeanette, Nellie (Mrs.
Carl Knutson) and Andrew. Andrew
Wiste married Mable Johnson and they
had two sons - Clifford and Orrin. Orrin
now farms the home farm. The house on
this farm burned down in 1897. lt was
rebuilt and remains there today.

HOEFT
Norman and his wife, Joan, have four

children - William, Robert, Sally and
Bradley. Norman and Joan purchased this
farm from John Noske in 1972. This was
the Sathre place years ago. Leo
Earthelme also lived here. Their ancestors
came to America in the 19th century from
Norway and Germany. Norman Hoeft is
the barber in Adams and is also the
custodian for Little Cedar Lutheran
Church and week-day school.

HAEHN
John and Martha Haehn lived on this

farm until this spring and have now
moved to Grand Meadow. They have
three children - Robert, Ann Marie and
Bonnie Jean. Chris and Alma Hanson,
along with daughter Adeline, lived here
before Haehns. This was known as the
Styrk Peterson farm. Styrk was married to
Elizabeth Ronnebakken. Their children
were John, Steven, Andrew, Jacob,
Severt, Elisa, Sarah, Carl, Peder, Bertha
Rebney and Elisa Rebney. The younger
generation changed their names to
Sathre.

STEPHENSON
Randy and Janet Stephenson have

nroved onto the John Haehn farm.
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sEC.35

H. WISTE

Harold and Alice Wiste have three
children - Lyle, Duane and Paula. This
farm has been in the family for over 80
years. Harold does general grain farming.
The farm was sold last fall. Otto
Halverson was married to Mattie Boe and
built up the farmstead. They had 14

children, six of which are still living. Fred
and Ed Halverson then owned and farmed
here for many years. Their sister, Nora,
stayed with them. Harold Wiste's grand-
mother, Mrs. Andrew Wiste, was the first
white child born in Marshall Township.

BERGENE
Ole Bergene came to America in 1878

from Norway. He worked on a farm and
also in the pinery for some time. ln 1884
he purchaseci a parcel of land in Section
35 and built a house. That same year he
married Sara Sorflaten. Ole and Sara
were blesseci with seven children - Ollie,
Oscar, Annie, Ella, Selma and Orville.
Oscar Bergene married Adella Sampson
and they farmed this farm and are now
retired and live in a home on this farm.
Oscar served on the Adams School Board
for many years. Mr. and Mrs. Oscar
Bergene have three children - Ward and
Jane (Mrs. Conrad Slette). Virgil Bergene
is married to Mavis Mathieson and they
have six children - Sandra, Kent, Julie,
Amy, Kerry and Kristin. Virgil also served
on the Adams School Board. He has a
good herd of registered Holstein cattle
which are housed in a nearly new dairy
barn, replacing the old barns that burned
down several years ago. He also raises
hogs.

HILL
John and Gloria (Ehlo) Hill have five

children - Douglas, Barbara. David,
Margie and Duane. The Hill family have
an outstanding herd of cattle. Their
ancestry is German and English. Former
owners of this farm were J. C. Johnson
(former county sheriff ), John Setter,
John Bodensteiner, Albert Knutson and
John Ehlo. John Setter once said about
the farm - "Pasture mit the creek long,
plenty of water, all the time grass."

BERGENE
Ole Bergene purchased this farm from

Tieman Knutson. He farmed it for several
years and then sold it to his son Edwin.
Edwin married Clara Kittleson. They were
blessed with three children - Ethel (Mrs.
Lawrence Nerison), Harlan and Merritt.
Edwin lived on this farm since 1929, and
was engaged in general and livestock
farming until he passed away. Merritt now
lives on the farm with his mother. Their
ancestors came to this country from
Norway.

SEC.36

H, HIMEBAUGH
Henry and Elia Himebaugh have three

children - Shirley (Mrs. Larry Bowen),.
Judy (Mrs. Luvern Hanson) and Dale.
They moved to the farm known as the
Osmundson farm in 1939. Henry Osmund-
son lived here until 1933. Fletchers then
lived here one year. Then Theolai
Johnson rented the farm for five years. ln
1939 Henry rented the farm and then
purchased it in 1944. They have lived
there now for 37 years. Henry has been
the custodian in the Adams School t:r
many years.

D. HIMEBAUGH
Dale and Thelma Himebaugh have one

daughter Karen. Dale's parents are Mr.
and Mrs. Henry Himebaugh. Dale built a

new home on his parents' farm and farms
with his father. Their ancestors came to
this country from Norway and Denmark.

KRALING
Karl Kraling was born in Wykoff, Minn.

He then lived in Racine. He married and
purchased his farm in 1935. His wife, Lois
Wilbur, passed away and Karl has lived
alone and farmed. He now has retired and
rents out his land. This farm was once the
Ole A. Ulven farm. Ole was born in
Norway in 1860 and came to America at
the age of seven. He married lngebord
Osmundson. They lived on a farm across
the road from her home. Ole and lngebord
retired and moved to Adams in 1921.
Their children's names were Emma,
Jeanette (Mrs. H. Drake), Ella (Mrs. Ed
Knutson) and Johnnie.
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KNUTSON
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Knutson purchased

this farm from Thomas Bagstad in 1913.
Mrs. Knutson was Nellie Wiste, daughter
of Ole and Caroline Wiste. Carl and his
wife had three children - Orville, Carol
(Mrs. Harold Shurson) and Myrtle (Mrs.
Clarence Knutson). Orville purchased the
farm from his parents in 1964. Carl
Knutson's parents were Mr. and Mrs.
Jacob S. Knutson. Jacob came to
America from Norway in 1849, at the age
of four. They farmed in Marshall
Township for many years. Carl had five
brothers - Simon. Jake, Eddie, John and
Chris. This farm has been in the Knutson
family for 63 years.

BERGENE
Mr. and Mrs. Orville Bergene purchas-

ed this farm in 1941. They have one son
James and now live in Adams. James
Beregene is married to Dorothy Knutson
and lives on this farm now. They have one
son Mark. James has a herd of Holstein
cattle and is engaged in general farming.
Historical Note: This is the first settlement
in the township. Helga Erickson came
here from Wisconsin in the spring of 1856.
He built the first house in the township. lt
was of logs, covered with shacks (hand
split shingles) and had a puncheon floor
(hand hewn). He lived here until 1871.
School district No. 65 was first taught in
this house. Former owners included
Gilbert Finkelson and Ole Lunde.

LARSON
John Matteson was born in Norway in

1857. He came to America in 1874 with his
parents. They settled in the Adams area.
ln 1883 he married Martha Restrud. Four
sons were born to this union - Joseph,
Clarence and Edwin, one died in infancy.
The son Clarence spent his entire life in
this area. He married Marie Tufte in 1914.
They had two daughters - Myrtle (Mrs.
Nomer Larson) and Corrine. Clarence and
Marie moved into a new home in .,\dams
several years ago. Clarence has passed
away and Marie now makes her home
with the Nomer Larsons.

Nomer Larson purchased the Matteson
farm in 1963. Nomer married Myrtle
Matteson and she is the third generation

of Mattesons to live on this farm. The
Larsons have seven children - Meridee
Wigham, Nylene Newkirk, Carol Ackman,
Sue, Noel, Loryell and Valede. Noctc b
a township supervisor.

osMuilDsoN
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Osmundson have

two children - Lisa and Lori. Robert's
parents were Mr. and Mrs. Earl
Osmundson. His father has passed away.
Robert's great-grandfather was an early
pioneer coming to America from Norway
in 1855. He married Syrena Hanson in
1857. He came to MarshallTownship and
built a log house. Their children were
Hannah, (first white child born in Marshall
Township), Mrs. Andrew Wiste, Mrs. Ole
Wiste, Mrs. Ole Ulven, Mrs. Chris
Johnson, Mrs. Andrew Ulven and Henry.
Henry was Robert's grandafther. Robert
works in Adams for Osmundson Brothers'
Contractors.

B I C ENTEN N IA L - I 776. I 976
Early Harvesting and Threshing

Grain harvesting and threshing have
changed considerable since the turn of
the century. Early settlers in Marshall
Township brought with them a few tools
and mostly a team of good horses. Some
came by train and some drove a hundred
miles or more. Most of them came from
the east. Very little grain was raised and
with the coming of the grain binder,
wheat, oats and barley were raised exten-
sively. Grain was cut with a binder and the
bundles were set up in shocks. After the
shocks were dried out they were hauled
from the field and built into round grain
stacks. Usually four stacks were set close
together for threshing and pitched in the
thresh-machine in the fall. Neighbors
exchanged help for threshing.

The writer recalls one fall the threshing
rig had pulled into our farm yard and was
to start threshing the next day. About 9
o'clock at night a thunder storm came up
and the lightning set fire to a grain stack.
There were 32 grain stacks all quite close
together. That was in the days of party
telephones. So all one had to do was ring
a long ring on the telephone and tell that
our grain stack was on fire. ln about a half
hour several of the neighbors had arrived.
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Some walked, some drove and some
came on horse-back. A team was hitched
to the tankwagon and pulled near the fire
and the fire was soon put out. One farmer
said he went to the barn and put a bridle
on a horse and rode over. When he was
ready to go home he noticed he rode a

colt that had never been ridden before.

Stack threshing gave way to shock
threshing. The bundles were loaded on
basket racks and hauled to the farm yard
and pitched in the machine rather than
put in stacks. This took eight bundle
wagons and teams, two grain haulers, a
few extra grain men and three men with
the rig. About eight or 10 neighbors went
together and exchanged help to make up
a crew. Each furnished a team and bundle
wagon. Three men were needed to l:.eep
the rig running, an engineer, a tankman
and a separator man. Often times there
were 15 to 20 men to be fed. The whoie
crew ate at the farm where they weru,,
threshing so the farm women weni
together to help cook for the big crew.

About the year 1940 smail combines
were being manufactured anci soon every
grain farmer did his own threshing with
his own combine. Most farmers got along
with their own help so the big
thresh-machines and the large crews
gradually disappeared.

Elmer Studer

CORN HARVESTING
ln the early days farmers usually had

two. three or four horses and a few cattle"
A few acres of corn were raised for feed.
The field was marked off in rows and the
corn was planted with a hand planter. The
corn was cultivated with a one-row cui-
tivator. When the corn was ripe it was cut
by hand with a corn knife, tied in bundies
and put in shocks of about 30 bundles. A

few weeks later the shocks were hauied
to the barnyard and stacked in a long
stack. Some of the big ears were husked
out for horse feed and the bundle and
small ears were fed to the cattle.

About 1915 silos were the coming
thing. Corn binders were being manu-
factured so the harvesting was made
much easier. Six or eight farmers went
together to haul the green corn bundles
which were pitched into a chopper with a
blower to fill the silo. Usually one silo was
filled in a day.
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THE COMING OF GOOD ROADS
When Marshall township was first

settled the roads were wagon trails
marked out on the section lines" After a
f,;w years these trails \n/ere a coupie of
rleep ruts. Farmers used a prairie breaking
plcw with four horses to plow the ruts
sl',ut and made about eight extra rounds.
The plowed strip was disced and the
loose dirt was worked to the center to
shed the rain. Two four horse teams were
used to pull a grader to move the dirt to
the center of the road. Sometirnes several
farmers went together and hauled sand
from a sand pit to put on the road. A king-
drag drawn by three horses was used to
close the ruts after a heavy rain. Culverts
were made out of two inch planks" With
the coming of the stone crusher crushed
rock soon replaced sand for road
su rfacing.

Submitted by Elmer Studer
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